8/24/2018 Historical Thinking Skills Diagnostic: llluminating through Inquiry project

Inquiry Assessment

Directions: Read the passage (below) and then answer the questions.
Please select the most correct answer from the options listed.

Text of Khrushchev Message to Kennedy

10/27/1962
Papers of President Kennedy: National Security Files
National Archives Identifier: 193377

Translation of message from Khrushchev to Kennedy conceming proposal put forth by U Thant to resolve Cuban Missile Crisis.

Selected Modified Text

Original Text

M0SCOV DOMESTIC SERVICE IM RUSSIA?! 1438 27 0CT 62 I.
Mr. President: Thank you for your reply. I am I m,fgﬁsrﬁ%au‘%?%a ;gggrmr; I Havs acmmrm;u aysELe vImn
pleased to hear that you prefer to avoid conflict | STEPSUILL BE L Tazed ro_rz;u.ug’ CoaTACY BETWEER OLR s-sm's b Thus
- : RREME] SEQ REA! STEP |
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both L w8 - T9 SAFEGUARD FIACE, AND 1 MOTE This wITA sur'i's?fg'rfm““ ctmcmn.
oth we prefer peace over war. ' prrlofAVE ALBEADY SAID THAT OUR PEOPLE AuD.
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'PERSOMALLY, AS CHAIRMAW OF THE COUNCIL OF NINISTERS, :
|SOLELY. 'nui OUX COUNTRIES SHOULD DEVELOR AND OCCUFY aaﬁn%:‘gc;%g [

You said you want come to an agreement in or- {PYICIORS AND VANQUISHED WILL OLY_ CUORD IEDISTINCT)
der to avoid war and all the consequences of EMJOYRENT

. IN YOUR ﬂATEH_ET YOU SUPPORTED THE OPINION £
war. An agreement betw'een' us to prevent con VAR HOT OBLY.T0. Do To i R EDs L R IN T ;J’s"ﬁ%éﬂ?u“m AT
flict between our countries is a good first step ﬁ"%?ﬁg%fﬂfﬁ UR SHIFS__AND THEREFORE THE DEEPENING oF

. Al ST, THE RE
toward keeping the peace. B‘Ec:uzi‘é%.ﬂ comELICT AFTER VHICK ALL TALxs vouLD BE SOPEAEL Bk
._uun. AGREE viTH You (THAT THIS 1S ONLY THE :ms’;“"p ey

E) I understand your concern for the security of

: . 1 yNDERSTAND 1TED
the United States. You are their leader. I share MR rmmnu?f 'a&fﬁsﬁﬁgatgﬂgngxgxﬁguﬁn% e
{ . 2 )

VEVER, WE ARE WORRIED ABOUT THE SAME QUESTIONS, i
i SARE OBLIGATIBHS AS CHAIRMAN OF THE USSR CD!J‘ICIL’O?‘?I:’IE‘IERS?E.

these same concerns as the leader of the USSR.

‘YOU ARE WORRIED BY CUBA. YOU SAY THAT IT WORRIES YOU BECAUSE T
‘IS A DISTANCE OF 98 MILES.BY SEA FROM THE AMERICAN COAST. HOWEVER,

7 TURKEY IS NEXT TO US. YOUR SENTRIES %ALX UP AND DOWN AND LOOX
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it T 1 1 * l:,'}To DEMAND SECURITY FOR YOUR COUNTRY Al A
it is only 90 miles from America’s coast. VEAFONS UNICH YOU CALL OFFENSIVE AND DO NOT ACKNOWLEDOE THE SANE
E) However, Turkey is just as close to us and R GHIERD RRUSE
o - OU HAVE PLACED DESTRUCTIVE ROCKET WEAPONS, WHICH YOU CALL
you have missiles in Turkey. Why do you OFFENSTU S, TH SURKEY, LITERALLY érpoug_r'i.:s.gog.:_ngwg‘zlusgggsmmu“
i ; : MISSION OF OUR EQUAL MILITARY CAPAC A
think you have the right to demand security RELATIONS e THIS CANNOT BE MADE TO AGREE
for your country, but ignore our right to de- IREAITLRVAG S =
i © IT 15 WELL, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT YOU HAVE AGREED T OUR
mand the same thing? REPRESENTATIVES MEETING AND BEGINNING TALKS, APPARTNILY THRO GN
THE INTERHEDIARY OF U.N. ACTING SECRETARY GENERAL U TAWT.

HENCE
'HE, TO SOME DEGREE, ASSUMES THE ROLE OF A MEDIATOR, AND UE CONS DER
THAT HE 1S ABLE TO COPE WITH THIS RESPONSIBLE NISSION IF, OF g

_COURSE, EACH SICE WHICH 15 DRAWN INTO THIS CONFLICT SHOVS GOOD
WILL. I THINK THAT IT WOULD BE POSSIBELE TO END THE CONFLICT
L\UICKL\' AND MORMILIZE THE SITUATION, AND THEN PEOPLE WOULD BREATHE
 MORE EASILY, CONSIDERING THAT THE STATESHMEN YHO ARE VESTED VITH

- RESPONSIBILITY, HAVE CGOOD SENSE, AN AWARENESS OF THEIR ‘
RESPONSIBILITY, AND THE ASILITY TO SOLVE COMPLEX QUESTIONS AND NOT

'BRING THINES TO THE CATASTSOPHE OF WAR.

I propose this: We will agree to remove our - 1 ThERzFORE MAKE THIS Pﬂg?"g L. 4% agaeE To e ;:S“Esifg”,ﬁ““m
SSi i THOSE MEANS WHICH YOU REGARD A ANS.

mISSIIeSﬁ:Om Cub? We publlc,ly a‘gree dO’SO :>T‘U$ OouT AND DECLAHE THIS PLEDGE IN THE UMITED NATIONS. YOUR

at the United Nations. You will also publicly

REPRESENTATIVES WILL MAKE A DECLARATION TO THE EFFECT THAT THE
agree to remove your missiles from Turkey. [OF THE SOVIET STAVE, WILL REMOVE ITS ANALOGOUS MEANS FROM TURKEY.

UNITED STATES ON' ITS PART, CONSIDERING THE UNEASINESS AND ANX ETY

Page 2 of 6



8/24/2018 Historical Thinking Skills Diagnostic: llluminating through Inquiry project

|. Passage Questions

Directions: For the questions below, please select the best possible answer according to the text above.

1a) What kind of source is this?*

A.a letter
B. A presidential paper from the National Archives
C. A message from Premier Khrushchev to President Kennedy

D. a primary source
1b) Who is the author of this source?*

A. Khrushchev, premier of the USSR
B. Kennedy, president of the United States
C. Khrushchev, president of the United States

D. Kennedy, president of the Soviet State

2) What is Khrushchev's primary purpose for writing this memo? *

A. Khrushchev wants the missiles removed from Turkey.
B. Khrushchev wants to be friends with Kennedy.
C. Khrushcheuv is trying to challenge the United States.

D. Khrushchev is seeking acompromise.

3) Which numbered passage from the selected modified text best supports the claim that both
the United States and the Soviet Union were concerned about the threat of security to their
nations? *

A. Passage 1
B. Passage 2
C. Passage 3
D. Passage 4

4) Based on the message, which response best explains why the placement of missiles in Cuba
were the cause of international tension?*

A. Soviet nuclear war heads were in extremely close to the United States, threatening its security.
B. The USSR was responding to a threat from the United States and were preparing for war.

C. Citizens were afraid because Cuba is only 90 miles from Florida.

D. Cuba was a territory of the United States and the USSR was invading.

5) Toward the end of his memo, Khrushchev writes “I think that it would be possible to end the
conflict quickly and normalize the situation, and then people would breathe more easily,
considering that the statesmen who are vested with responsibility, have good sense, an
awareness of their responsibility, and the ability to solve complex questions and not bring the
catastrophe of war.” Which claim is best supported by this quote? *

A.Khrushchev preferred peaceful resolution overwar.
B.Khrushchev believed it was possible to solve the problem.
C.Khrushchev was taking responsibility for the conflict.

D.Khrushchev wanted Kennedy to show he was a statesmen too.
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6) Which passage best supports the claim that US missiles in Turkey were a threat to the USSR?

A.passage 2
B.passage 3
C.passage 4
D.passage 5

7) In a memo, which was written three days later by the U.S. Attorney General, Robert Kennedy
stated, “there could be no quid pro quo — no deal of this kind could be made.” Based on his
statement, what does "quid pro quo" mean?*

A.a kind of memo

B.a compromise or resolution between two parties.

C.a deal or something done in exchange for something else.
D.a legal statement or officialdeclaration

8) Which statement best explains why the United States might be unwilling to compromise? *

A.The United States wanted to defeat the Soviet Union at all costs.
B.The United States did not want to appear weak to the rest of the world.
C.The Soviet Union was weak and the US President and Attorney General knew it.

D.The Soviet Union was unwilling to negotiate with the United States.

9) Which statement best explains why Khrushchev's memo and Kennedy's statement provide
two different narratives of the Cuban Missile Crisis? *

A.Sometimes primary sources contradict each other and each helps shed light on what really happened.

B.The United States was attempting to appear strong and uncompromising, while secretly negotiating.
C.All of the above

D.None of the above

10) Would attorney general Kennedy’s statement support or refute the claim that WWIIl was
avoided because of compromise? *

A.support
B.refute
11) Which statement best describes what really happened during the Cuban Missile Crisis? *

A.Both sides publicly agreed to a peaceful solution.
B.The USSR scared the United States into making peace.
C.The United States pretended not to make any deals, but they actually made a compromise.

D.The United States refused to compromise and forced the Soviet Union to remove its missiles.

ll. General Knowledge Questions

Sourcing is *
knowing the name of the author
finding the date, author, and origins of a source
identifying where a source came from

finding the date and type of source
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Contextualization is *
having background knowledge on the author
thinking about the context of the time period
drawing on the background knowledge about the source
all of the above

Corroboration is *

comparing and contrasting
determining bias
establishing chronology

understanding the purpose

lll. Survey Questions

1) I enjoy learning through inquiry.
1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree

2) Learning through inquiry is useful to my education.
1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree
3) Learning about history is useful to my education.

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree

4) Sourcing documents, speeches, and/or images is important.

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree

5) Accurately Interpreting documents, speeches, and/or images is important.

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree

6) Understanding the context of documents, speeches, and/or images is important.
1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree
7) Knowing the reliability or truthfulness of documents, speeches, and/or images is important.
1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree
8) Understanding how to cite evidence to support aclaim is important.
1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree
9) History requires interpretation.*

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree
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Epistemology Survey

1)) In history, most work has only one right answer.

1 2 3 4 5
stronglyDisagree () () C ) C ) ()

o/ N\

Strongly Agree

2.) All history professors would probably come up with the same answers to questions about

the past.
1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Disagree <w> C7> (w) <w> (w) Strongly Agree
3.) All historians have abias.
1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Disagree ( ) C ) ( ) ( ) ( ) Strongly Agree

4.) If you read something in a history textbook, you can be sure it's true.

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly Disagree (:) [:) (:) (:) (:} Strongly Agree

5.) Historians can ultimately get to thetruth.

1 2 3 4 5
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Strongly Agree

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Disagree <w> C7> ( ) ( ) (w) Strongly Agree

9.) All sources have a bias.*

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Disagree (_) [ ) ( ) ( ) ( ) Strongly Agree

1 2 3 4 5
7] (_) (_) <_> Strongly Agree
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