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SENATE RESOLUTION l 

A RESOLUTION TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT TO ENCOURAGE THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT 

PEMBROKE TO REVISE THE NA:\1E OF COLUMBUS DAY TO INDIGINOUS 
PEOPLES' DAY TO BETTER REFLECT AND HONOR OUR SCHOOL'S HERITAGE 

Short Title: Indigenous Peoples' Day Celebration Act 
Sponsored by: Vice President o·quin 
Secondary Sponsors: Senator Alvarado, Senator Atkinson, Secretary Locklear 
Signatories: 
First Reading: February 25th, 2015 Version Date: February 23rd, 2015 

1 Section l. 
2 

The Student Senate of the University ofNorth Carolina at Pembroke adopts the 
following Resolution: 

3 

4 \VHEREAS, The holiday known as Columbus Day commemorates the ltalian explorer 
5 Christopher Columbus and his voyages to the '·New World''; and, 

6 WHEREAS, Columbus Day has been a federal holiday since 1937; and, 

7 \VHEREAS, The University recognizes that the territory known as the United States of 
8 America has been inhabited for thousands of years; and, 

9 WHEREAS, The idea to celebrate Indigenous Peoples' Day was first proposed in 1977 by a 
10 delegation of Indigenous tribes to the United Nations; and, 

11 WHEREAS, On 6 October 2014, the City of Seattle unanimously adopted a resolution to 
12 celebrate Indigenous Peoples' Day: and, 

13 WHEREAS, The University values the many contributions made to our community by 
14 Indigenous People; and, 

15 WHEREAS, The University has a responsibility to oppose the systematic racism towards 

16 indigenous people in the United States, which perpetuates high rates of poverty 
17 and income inequality, exacerbating disproportionate health, education, and social 
18 crises; and, 

19 WHEREAS, The University promotes the closing ofthc equity gap tor Indigenous Peoples 

20 through policies and practices that reflect the experiences of Indigenous Peoples, 
21 ensure greater access and opportunity, and honor our nation's indigenous roots. 
22 history, and contributions; now therefore so be it, 
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23 RESOLVED, That the University of North Carolina at Pembroke Student Govemment supports 

24 this Resolution to recognize and celebrate Indigenous Peoples' Day in place of 

25 Columbus Day; and be it further, 

26 RESOLVED, That the University of1\orth Carolina at Pembroke Student Government urges the 

27 University of public officia1s to ofiicially recognize and celebrate Indigenous 

28 Peoples' Day in place of Columbus Day; and be it further, 

29 RESOLVED, That University of North Carolina at Pembroke Student Govemment will work 

30 with ODI and other campus centers of diversity advocacy will work to transform 

31 this day into a productive day by integrating an educational component (i.e 
32 campus programming discussing the history and culture of indigenous people); 

33 and be it further, 

34 RESOLVED, That the University of North Carolina at Pembroke Student Government wHl 

35 pursue efforts at the locaL state, and federal levels to advocate for this holiday; 

36 and be it further, 

37 Section 2. This act shaH become effective, upon enrollment. 

38 
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