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 Goals of a poster presentation 
 
 Get your main point(s) across to as many people as 

possible. 
 Stimulate interest and discussion 
 Receive feedback on research 
 Source of information  
 Summary (advertisement) of your work 

 

  How to be effective 
 

 Focused on a single message.  
 Lets graphs and images tell the story; uses text sparingly. 
 Keeps the sequence well-ordered and obvious.  

 
 

 



 Address questions related to a specific topic:  

 What is it about? 

 Why is this topic important? 

 Why is this topic unique? 

 How does this relate to other topics? 

 What comes next? 

 
 

 



 Make it easy to understand 

 Make it easy to read 

 Poster should stand alone 
 Verbal explanations should supply details, not essentials 

 Decide on one concept or question 

 Determine poster size  
 (UNCP: 3 ft. high by 4 ft. wide) 

 Choose poster orientation 
 Portrait 

 Landscape 

 



 Keep it short and simple 

 Remove all non-essential information 

 Attract visual attention: use graphics 

 Consider having handouts 
 Miniatures of poster 

 Additional details not included in poster 

 Paper that has been published 

 

 



 Determine logical sequence for material 

 Organize material into sections 
 I have seen sections numbered to make flow obvious 

 Typically, use 3 (to 5 columns) 

 Arrange material vertically from top left corner to 
bottom right corner 
 This makes it easier for people to read, without having to 

move back and forth 

 Aim for: 
 40% text 

 60% graphics 

 20% empty space 

 



 Sketch your layout and flow early in the process 

Title 

Intro 

Conclusion 



 Title, Author(s) and affiliation(s) 

  Abstract: include only if required by the conference 

  Introduction: a brief but important overview to secure the viewer’s 

 attention 

 Problem: concise statement of the problem 

 Materials and Methods: brief description of the processes and 

 procedures 

 Results: outcomes, findings, data 

 Conclusion & future work: summary, discussion of significance and 

relevance of results, a few easily remembered key conclusions, possible 

future research 

 References 

 Acknowledgments 

 Contact Information 

 Web addresses 

 QR code  

 Facebook/Instagram/Twitter 



 

 Make it interesting but don’t run on 

 You want to lure people from a distance 

 Should be easy to read from 15 feet 

 If title is too long, shorten it 

 Don’t reduce the font size 



 Left align or justify text 

 One and one-half to double space 

 Pick one font and stick to it 

 Serif font actually easier to read! 

 Use larger/colored font for emphasis 

 Use bulleted points rather than paragraphs 

 Keeps poster from becoming too text heavy 

 Try reading your own poster…how long required? 



 Title:     72 pt 

 Authors:   48 pt 

 Affiliations:   36 pt 

 Section headings:  40 pt 

 Text:    32 pt 

 Acknowledgements: 20 pt 



 One background color to unify 
poster 

 Stick to muted colors 

 Avoid red/green combinations 

 Red/green color blindness is 
common 

 Avoid overusing or under-using 
color 
 Can compete with text and 

graphics 

 Be consistent 



 Make large enough for viewing from 

at least 3 feet away 

 Text should support graphics, not 

vice versa 

 Use heavier lines in tables and 

graphs for easier viewing 



 No figures should be smaller than 

 5” x 7”. 

 All figures should have captions. 

 Photographs 

 – At least 300 dpi at final size 

 – Avoid web captures—they are usually of low 

 Resolution 

 – Crop photos to highlight the important feature 

 – Put a thin outline around photos to help them 

 Stand out from the background 



 • Public Domain images do not require attribution, but it is good 

practice to attribute anyway. 

 (Usually a work enters the public domain 70 years after the death of creator—but 

there are exceptions. Some creators designate works to be in the public domain 

during their lifetime.) 

 Creative Commons images permit reproduction as long as proper 

attribution is given. 

 (Available through Flickr, free stock photos archives) 

 Royalty/Subscription images provide high quality images for a 

single image fee or membership—expensive! 

 Copyright Protected images 

 can be used under the fair use doctrine for educational purposes 

including as part of a display or presentation at professional 

symposia. Proper attribution should be given. 



 Keep the background in the background 

 Avoid full page graphics, even if subdued 



 



 



 







 Advice on designing scientific posters 

 Colin Purrington, Department of Biology, Swarthmore College, PA 

 http://www.swarthmore.edu/NatSci/cpurrin1/posteradvice.htm 

 Design of Scientific Posters 

 http://www.writing.engr.psu.edu/posters.html 

 Poster Design Tips http://clt.lse.ac.uk/workshops-and-

courses/Courseresources/Poster-Design-Tips.php 

 Effective Poster Design 

 http://www.soe.uoguelph.ca/webfiles/agalvez/poster/ 

 NC State has a very good site 

 http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/ 

 


