MEMORANDUM

To:  
Deans 


Department Chairs


Faculty

From:  Karen Swiney
Date:  
March 11, 2008

RE:  
Textbook Adoption & Use

Fall textbook adoptions are due to the bookstore April 18, 2008.   As most of you know President Bowles and the UNC Board of Governors has set the clear expectation that every campus take real and aggressive steps to control the rising cost of textbooks. Their suggestions for reducing these costs are to improve faculty adoption rates and aggressively pursue a guaranteed buyback program.

President Bowles has made it quite clear that each campus will be held accountable for the efforts to reduce the cost of textbooks to students.  Failure to comply with the request could have serious implications on future funding requests for the University.  

Therefore, as you begin planning for your fall 2008 course materials I ask these things of you. 

1. First, you do everything possible to get your textbook orders in on time. This will allow us to know which textbooks to buy back from students and to order more used books from wholesalers that may be sold for a lower price. 

2. Secondly, you can help reduce the cost of texts by ordering only the materials that you will use in the classroom. If you do not require new editions with minimal changes or custom publishing then please do not include these items in your order.  Only order unbundled versions rather than bundled versions of the book unless you plan to use all components included in the bundle.
3. Last, if you are teaching introductory courses please encourage your departmental chairperson to consider entering the course adoptions into the guaranteed buyback program.  While we appreciate the sixteen classes that have already entered the program it is very important that we incorporate more into this program.
Just a little extra effort on everyone’s part will have a major impact in reducing the cost of textbooks for your students.  If you have any questions about the cost of a textbook, please feel free to contact the bookstore.  I thank you for your assistance in addressing the issue of high textbook costs.  Your help will be appreciated by all students.

