BUDGET REQUEST FORM

Fiscal Year 2008-09

Department:  American Indian Studies (AIS)

Date:  February 11, 2008
Describe the project/initiative/program.
One time budget allocation for ENG/AIS 2111 Eco-literacy and Environmental Justice.  Allocation for 3 speakers each semester (Fall 08 and Spring 09) - small honorarium, plus travel.

How does this request assist in the fulfillment of one or more elements of the University’s mission, strategic goals and initiatives? 

This course meets the expansion of the scope and function of the AIS Department because it is both interdisciplinary and cross-cultural in its approach. It introduces fundamental concepts, themes, and issues of understanding regarding human relationships with the natural world that help create more environmentally sustainable and socially just communities.  Examples come from American Indian and African American communities within the Southeast region and across the Unites States who have lived harmoniously within their regional lands. Student will explore how people gain ecological knowledge through close and careful observation of their regional environments and the ways in which particular lands and the people within them have been undervalued and attacked through colonialism, industrialization, corporate development, and particular technologies.

Describe the objectives to be achieved and how the requested funding will contribute to the achievement in these areas.
Funding for will allow members of local and regional communities to come to the class to present information about ecological projects sponsored or sustained by communities of color.

Does this request have a direct effect on enrollment? Is this request a result of changes in enrollment?  If so, please explain.
Unknown.  We think this course will improve enrollment for ENG and AIS.

Will this request have a direct effect on student retention? If so, please explain.
Unknown.  We think this course will aide retention.

Describe the expected results of this project/initiative/program.
Speakers from across the state and region will be invited to present to the class enriching the opportunities students will have to learn about ecoliteracy and environmental justice practices and projects that are on-going.

How will the effectiveness of this project/initiative/program be measured?

The effectiveness of this course will be measured by the enrollment and by the strength of student evaluations.  

Is this request for permanent funding or is it for temporary, one year funding?

Temporary one year funding.
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