BUDGET REQUEST FORM

Fiscal Year 2008-09
Department:  Mass Communication
Date:  Friday, February 08, 2008
Describe the project/initiative/program.
Video camera for journalism program.
How does this request assist in the fulfillment of one or more elements of the University’s mission, strategic goals and initiatives? 
This allows the journalism program to prepare students for the nature of professional 21st century journalism they are about to enter – the world of convergence journalism where newspaper journalists join television journalists in shooting video.  We must instruct in how to capture, edit and share video clips from a newspaper’s perspective using the latest lightweight mobile high-definition video equipment.  Video on newspaper websites continues to grow at a prodigious rate.  What used to be difficult and expensive, and often required special servers and content distribution networks, now has become something any local newspaper can do easily at low cost, and they are doing it.  Such local newspapers as the Laurinburg Exchange, the Robesonian and the Fayetteville Observer now emphasize video reports on their websites.  They issue small video cameras to their otherwise-traditional reporters and photographers.
Describe the objectives to be achieved and how the requested funding will contribute to the achievement in these areas.

This camera will facilitate faculty mentoring and instructing students in capturing, editing and publishing video on news websites.
Does this request have a direct effect on enrollment? Is this request a result of changes in enrollment?  If so, please explain.

Updating our program to include this state-of-the-art technology will enhance the attractiveness of our journalism program, which already is among the best in the state, and that will draw additional potential students.
Will this request have a direct effect on student retention? If so, please explain.
As with drawing prospective students, updating our program to include state-of-the-art technology will enhance the attractiveness of our journalism program and give students additional reasons to stay with the program until completion of their degree in Mass Communication.
Describe the expected results of this project/initiative/program.
As a result of the purchase of this equipment, students will be better prepared to capture, edit and publish video on news websites.
How will the effectiveness of this project/initiative/program be measured?
Effectiveness will be measurable in the degree of student success in competing for jobs as professional journalists in the world of converged media.
Is this request for permanent funding or is it for temporary, one year funding?
This is a one-year funding request.
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