BUDGET REQUEST FORM

Fiscal Year 2008-09

Department:  Mass Communication
Date:  Friday, February 08, 2008
Describe the project/initiative/program.
Software for Mass Comm classes.  26 licenses (including 4 faculty).  Professional graphics, video, desktop publishing, web design, and other software.

Adobe Design Premium (Photoshop, InDesign, Dreamweaver); Quark; GraphicConverter; Fetch; iWork.
How does this request assist in the fulfillment of one or more elements of the University’s mission, strategic goals and initiatives? 
The Mass Communication program is preparing students for positions in the 21st century media professions they are about to enter.  This is an era of converged media where television broadcasters, newspaper journalists and public relations professionals come together on the Internet to create new forms of mass communication.  Today we must instruct in how to create the kinds of online products and services that are in demand today and will be in demand over the next ten years.  Our students will work in our local markets for broadcasters in places such as Raleigh-Durham, Charlotte, Wilmington, and Florence, and local newspapers such as the Laurinburg Exchange, the Robesonian and the Fayetteville Observer and papers in Wilmington, Raleigh, Charlotte and Florence.  Some software in use right now at professional job sites is not available on the 17 computers in our computerized classroom, Room 238 Old Main, 2 computers in Room 237, 3 computers that the Pine Needle will donate to Room 249 (our “overflow” room for computerized classes and other student computing), and 4 personal faculty computers.  

Describe the objectives to be achieved and how the requested funding will contribute to the achievement in these areas.
These are for our layout/design classes; multimedia classes  in journalism and public relations, including the capstone course in P.R., where students produce real campaigns; web-based hybrid courses that use animation; etc.  Currently we are in need of upgraded software in some cases; professional versions in some cases; and brand new purchases in other cases.
Does this request have a direct effect on enrollment? Is this request a result of changes in enrollment?  If so, please explain.
Updating our program to include preparation in use of this state-of-the-art, industry-wide software will enhance the attractiveness of our Mass Communication programs, and that will draw additional potential students.
Will this request have a direct effect on student retention? If so, please explain.
As with drawing prospective students, updating our program to include preparation in use of state-of-the-art software will enhance the attractiveness of our programs and give students additional reasons to stay to completion of their degrees in Mass Communication, while showing how UNCP is a different, better experience than other schools that would not be as well endowed.
Describe the expected results of this project/initiative/program.
Achieving course goals that model real-world experiences and provide professional education.  These are courses that provide a lot of service to the university and community, through production of media such as Professional Profiles magazine, Brave News World web-zine, public communication campaigns for local non-profits, etc.  Students will be competitive in the job market, and their academic work-product is high-profile activity that reflects positively on UNCP.
How will the effectiveness of this project/initiative/program be measured?

Courses that can be evaluated positively for both learning process and learning product.  Positive feedback from the service constituents.  Student success in post-graduation job market.  We have close relationships with students and are able to keep track of them in the first few years after the diploma. 

Is this request for permanent funding or is it for temporary, one year funding?

This is a one-year funding request.
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