BUDGET REQUEST FORM

Fiscal Year 2008-09
Department:  Philosophy and Religion
Date:  2/4/08
Describe the project/initiative/program.

A new tenure-track position for a scholar of religion with expertise in Islam and Judaism.
How does this request assist in the fulfillment of one or more elements of the University’s mission, strategic goals and initiatives? 
It relates to enhancing intellectual capital by investing in the faculty and to enhancing diversity.
Describe the objectives to be achieved and how the requested funding will contribute to the achievement in these areas.
1) This will strengthen our faculty through expertise in two important world religions. (With the retirement of Merrill Miller we will lose the expertise we had in Judaism.)
2) a) This will increase our students’ appreciation for diversity, multiculturalism, and
globalization, as they learn more about the religious identities of a growing number of their fellow citizens and a large proportion of the world population.

b) Muslim students are more likely to consider UNCP and to feel at home if they attend, knowing that we consider Islam to be significant enough to warrant a faculty member with scholarly expertise about that tradition.

c) This new faculty member likely will facilitate domestic and foreign travel opportunities to study Judaism and Islam.

Does this request have a direct effect on enrollment? Is this request a result of changes in enrollment?  If so, please explain.
Will this request have a direct effect on student retention? If so, please explain.
Describe the expected results of this project/initiative/program.
This will broaden the knowledge base of our faculty and increase the learning of our students about two influential religious traditions, while enhancing appreciation for diversity.
How will the effectiveness of this project/initiative/program be measured?
By the enrollment in the courses taught by the professor holding this position.
Is this request for permanent funding or is it for temporary, one year funding?
Permanent.
USE ADDITONAL PAGES AS NECESSARY

To add to the rationale for adding a new Religion Tenure-track Faculty Position in Judaism and Islam:

            Currently on the Religion side of the Department we have four tenure-track professors and four adjuncts. This Spring Semester, 2008, of the 11 on-campus sections of the core Gen Ed course, REL 1300—Introduction to Religion, 5 sections are being taught by tenure-track faculty, while 6 sections are being taught by adjuncts.  For Fall Semester, 2008, of on-campus sections, 6 will be taught by tenure-track faculty  and 7 by adjuncts. In addition, for both semester there are two on-line sections, both taught by an adjunct. (Very high demand exists for our on-line sections, but I don’t want to offer more than two sections per semester at the present time, so as not to cut into registration for traditional sections.) Occasionally we are asked by Distance Education to offer a section of REL 1300 on a community-college campus (as was the case in Fall, 2007), which is also taught by an adjunct. 

            So we could use an additional tenure-track position to reduce our reliance on adjuncts.
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