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Some Writing Observations/Recommendations

( Remember that having headings and subheadings does not eliminate

the need for transitions between paragraphs.

( The term empiricism does not only refer one’s physical/sensory

experiences. Empiricism also refers to an emphasis on physical (or

objective) evidence.

( The term rationalism does not only refer to an active mind.

Rationalism also refers to the necessity to explain physical

evidence (i.e., the need for theories to piece together the data).

( Remember that the reader has not read all the sources for your paper.

Assume that all the reader knows is what you tell him in your

paper, so do not use ambiguous terms that can be interpreted in

different ways, or if you do use terms/words that can be interpreted

in different ways, then define the terms for the reader. Be clear and

precise.

( Slowly read your paper out loud, as if you were reading it to class, and

see if your word choices sound correct. Does the paper flow and

make sense when you read it out loud?

( Watch out for “should” and “must” statements. Don’t overstate your

case. List your evidence and draw your conclusion, but don’t

assume that everyone should or must agree with your conclusion.

( Learn APA style! If your paper is not APA style, then you will not

receive a good grade.

( It is incredibly important that you accurately list your references in

APA style and that the citations in the text of the paper be accurate.

This is a professional and ethical matter. If information is obtained

from a source, then that source needs to be identified accurately. If

you publish an article or book one day, then you will not want

others to pass off your work as their own. You will also want others

to accurately identify your work.

( The most obvious signs of an unprofessional paper are sloppy and/or

inaccurate citations and references.

( This essay assignment is only a small portion of your paper. The focus

of your paper is the analysis of your subject/individual, therefore at

least two thirds of your references should be directly related to the

person that is the focus of your paper. So, if you’re sticking to the

10 required references, then at least 7 of those should be directly

related to the topic/person of the paper.

( I tried to focus more on content than APA style on these assignments.

So, I did not mark or correct all APA style mistakes. Just because I

didn’t mark or correct something, do not assume that it is correct. It

is your job (as a student) to learn APA style. You should have

already completed a class on APA style. I’ll be happy to help if you

have specific questions, but the ultimate authority is the APA

Publication Manual (2001, 5th edition). You should purchase your

own copy of the APA Publication Manual. The focus of this class is

the History and Systems of Psychology. I’m happy to try to help

with APA style, but I just don’t have the time to teach everyone

APA style. So, if you turn in a draft of the paper for feedback from

me I will focus on content.

