Environmental Science Program Internships - Frequently Asked Questions

1.  Who can register for ENV 4900 Internships?

Only students who are Environmental Science Degree majors can obtain credit for ENV 4900.

2.  At what point in the program do I undertake an internship?

Typically internships should be undertaken after the first semester of the junior year.  This allows the student the opportunity to take as many of the environmental courses as possible before undertaking an internship.  The internships may be done during a semester or during the summer sessions.

3.  When do I register for ENV 4900 Internship credit?

You should register for ENV 4900 either during the semester/session you are doing the internship or the next semester/session after completing the internship.  

4.  What are the requirements for an internship?

Internships requirements vary depending upon the timeframe in which they occur.  Academic Year Internships are ones occurring within a single fall or spring semester and require a minimum of 100 hours of work while carrying a full-time course load (12 or more semester hours).  Summer Internships require a minimum of four 40-hour weeks during the summer.

All internships will require:

1) Submission of an Internship Request Form for approval prior to commencement of the internship

2) Completion of a Journal documenting daily activities throughout the internship

a) Daily entries should use proper English and be in paragraph form.  Entries should include the date and hours worked, description of what was done that day, and a critique of the methodologies used to accomplish the tasks.  Interns should assess what they learned that day and what they contributed.

3) Completion of a Self-evaluation Form by student

4) Completion of an Evaluation Form by supervisor

5) Site visit by Program Coordinator (optional)

Forms and instructions are included in this information packet.

5.  What types of opportunities are appropriate for internship credit?

The Environmental Science Program Coordinator, Leon Jernigan, must approve all internships.  The nature of an internship will depend upon the student’s interests and the opportunities available at that time.  All types of environmental jobs are not necessarily appropriate to meet internship requirements.  It is highly recommended that you discuss your internship possibilities with Dr. Jernigan and obtain pre-approval 

6.  Will I get paid for the work performed during an internship?

Some internships will involve monetary compensation while others may be voluntary.  Monetary compensation, while important in the short term, should not be the major factor when choosing an internship.  Rather, the experience gained, contacts made, and opportunities resulting from such an association should be of greater importance.

7.  How do I go about finding an internship?

Many federal, state, and non-government organizations offer internships or environmental work related opportunities (see Internship Opportunities Contact List).  However, internship opportunities are not limited to this list and a student should explore other possibilities.  Often, internships announcements are posted on various bulletin boards on the biology floor, including the one outside Dr. Jernigan’s office (2231).

