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Teacher Education



MUS 1810-001 Class Piano I
Spring Semester 2009 



Monday/Wednesday 12:30 – 1:20 PM

University of North Carolina at Pembroke

Teacher Education Program
Accredited by:

National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)

North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI)
Instructor: Dr. Beth Maisonpierre

Office Location: Moore Hall, Room 203

Office Hours: see schedule on bulletin board

Phone: 910-521-6381
Email: beth.maisonpierre@uncp.edu

Course Description: 

A concentrated group study of keyboard harmony and playing techniques designed for the music major.

Conceptual Framework:

Theme: Preparing professional educators who are committed, collaborative, and competent.

The UNCP Teacher Education Program is committed to the public school mission of preparing children and youth for full participation in a democratic society. We believe that all children and youth are entitled to the highest quality instruction, services, resources, and facilities that society can provide. UNCP’s primary responsibility in that noble effort is to prepare competent and collaborative professional educators committed to the democratic mission for entry level and advanced positions in regional public schools.

Relationship of Course to the Conceptual Framework:

This course is the first of three courses designed to give music students the keyboard skills needed to function effectively in the music education environment. (All three semesters are required for the vocally-oriented student and two semesters are required for the instrumentally-oriented student.)

Relationship of Course to Department of Music’s Student Learning Outcomes: 

This course addresses Section II of the Chart of Intended Student Learning Outcomes for the Music Department, specifically: 


II.A. – 
sight reading; 

II.B. – 
improvising, accompanying, transposing, playing scales and chord progressions in any given key, and performing a piano solo; 

II.C. – 
realizing a variety of musical styles in performance; 

II.D. – 
demonstrating technical skills at the keyboard; 

II.E. – 
participate in an ensemble.

Course Objectives: 

This course will aid the students in becoming "functional musicians," proficient enough at the keyboard to use it in teaching, composing, arranging, or demonstrating. The areas that will be covered include: scales and arpeggios, technique, harmonization of melodies, chords and chord progressions, improvisation, transposition, solo and ensemble repertoire and sight reading.

Course Outline:
January 5, 7

Chapter 1 (Keyboard Basics) 

January 12, 14


Chapter 2 (Intervals)

January 21, 26, 28

Chapter 3 & 4 (Major Five-finger Patterns) 

February 2
 
Exam #1


February 4, 9, 11

Chapter 5 & 6 (Minor Five-finger Patterns)

February 16, 18

Chapter 7 (Chord Qualities)

February 23

Chapter 8 (Major Scales in Tetrachord Position)
February 25
 Exam #2
March 9, 11, 16

Chapter 9 (Group I Major Scales and Triads of the Key)
March 18, 23, 25

Chapter 10 (Group II Major Scales, Triads & Inversions)
March 30

Review
April 1


Exam #3



April 6, 8

Chapter 11 (Dominant [7th]Chords)

April 13, 15


Chapter 12 (Subdominant Chord)

April 20


Chapter 13 (Review Primary Chords in Major Keys)

April 22

Exam #4
Textbook: Group Piano for Adults, Book I, 2nd edition by Lancaster and Renfrow

Instructional Strategies: 

This class is taught with a minimum of lecture and a maximum of in-class demonstration and hands-on playing at the keyboards. The opportunity for peer evaluation and discussion will be used as students perform regularly for each other. The classroom is equipped with electric keyboards that can be used individually or in groups. 

Course Administration:

Attendance: Students are expected to attend all classes regularly, to be on time, and to be prepared for class with textbook, notebook, pencil, etc. Attendance is taken at the beginning of each class. Tardiness will count as half an absence. No absences will be excused unless that absence is due to an activity sponsored by a campus organization about which I have been officially notified in advance of the absence. The student is allowed two absences without an affect on the grade. Beginning with the third absence the final grade for the semester drops two points per absence. If the student maintains perfect attendance throughout the semester, two points will be added to the final grade.

Course Requirements: Course work will consist of regular attendance, daily practice, preparation of specific assignments, and four exams. Test dates are listed under “Course Outline” (see above).

Evaluation/Grading:

Each of the four playing exams will count 20% of the total grade. Daily preparation, playing grades, and class participation will count 20% . Attendance will be a factor in the grade (see “Course Administration). 

Special Note for Students with Disabilities:

Any student with a documented disability needing academic adjustments is requested to speak directly to Disability Support Services and to the instructor as early in the semester as possible (preferably within the first week). All discussions will remain confidential. This syllabus is available in alternative formats upon request. Please contact Mary Helen Walker, Disability Support Services, DF Lowry Building, 521-6695.

Honor Code: 

The student is advised to read the University of North Carolina at Pembroke “Academic Honor Code” found in the Student Handbook. All aspects of this code are applicable to MUS 1810.

