Course Syllabus – MUS 4250 - Piano Pedagogy

Spring, 2008 – Mon/Wed. 11:30 – 12:20 PM

Moore Hall, Room 202

Instructor: 
Dr. Beth Maisonpierre



Moore Hall, Room 203



910-521-6381; beth.maisonpierre@uncp.edu

Text:

Piano Pedagogy: A Practical Approach (U.S. Edition) by Edward J. Parker



With chapter contributions by Linda Sheppard. Longbow Publishing, 2007
Additional Reading:
A Soprano on Her Head by Eloise Ristad 

General Description: This course is designed primarily for the keyboard specialist who is planning to teach piano privately. The course includes methods of teaching piano, appropriate materials, and techniques for all levels.


Specific competencies: Upon completion of this course, the student will

· be prepared to teach students of all ages;

· understand what is required in terms of personal relationships, equipment needs for studio environment, business practices, and recruitment techniques;

· be knowledgeable about learning theories and learning styles;

· be comfortable with teaching plans and assessment;

· have a good overview of current teaching methods and be knowledgeable about one of them;

· have a basic knowledge of intermediate piano literature and its pedagogical value;

· be able to evaluate student performance.

The course addresses the following Student Learning Objectives (SLOs):


I. A. 1, 
I. A. 2, 
I. A-ME.3

I. B. 1,

I. D. 1, 
I. D. 2

II. A. 1, 
II. B. 1, 

II. E-ME. 1
III. F. 1

Methods of Teaching:


1. Classroom lecture and discussion


2. Outside research projects to be presented to the class


3. Role-playing

Course Requirements and Grading Percentages:


50% - Do all assignments and participate in class discussions

10% - Read A Soprano on Her Head and write book report due 2/25/08
20% - Complete a research project on a teaching method & give presentation


20% - 
Complete take-home final exam due 5/2/08

Attendance – Beginning with the second absence from class, 2 points will be subtracted from the final grade. 

Tentative Schedule:


Jan. 7 

Introduction to the course


Jan 9 

Benefits of Studying Piano (p.11, 46-47) & 



Qualities of a Good Piano Teacher (Chapter 24)

Jan. 14 
Getting Your Studio Set (Chapter 20)


Jan. 16

Design your own Studio Brochure

Jan. 23 
Approaches to Music Education (Chapter 4)


Jan. 28 
Overview of Piano Teaching Methods (Chapters 2 & 3)

Jan. 30

How to Begin Teaching (Chapter 1)


Feb. 4

Mini First lessons

Feb. 6

Teaching Rhythm and Sight Reading (Chapters 12&13)


Feb. 11
Teaching Ear Training and Theory (Chapters 14&15)


Feb. 13
Thoughts on Memory and Motivation (Chapters 16&17)


Feb. 18 
Lesson Planning (Chapter 19)


Feb. 20
Technology in the Piano Studio (Chapter 21)


Feb. 25
Book Report Due

Feb. 27
The Realities of Teaching/Parental Involvement (Chapters 23&31)


Mar. 10
Method Presentations 1 & 2


Mar. 12
Method Presentations 3 & 4


Mar. 17
Method Presentations 5 & 6


Mar. 19
The Baroque Era (Chapter 5)


Mar. 24
The Classical Era (Chapter 6)


Mar. 16 
The Romantic Era (Chapter 7)


Mar. 31
Impressionism (Chapter 8)


Apr. 2

20th Century Music and American Piano Music (Chapters 9&10)


Apr. 7

Evolution of the Piano (Chapter 11)


Apr. 9

Professional Piano Teaching Organizations & Competitions


Apr. 14
Technique (Chapters 25&26)

Apr. 16
Tone Production, Phrasing, Fingering/Pedaling (Chapters 27 & 28)


Apr. 21
Teaching Demonstrations


Apr. 23
Teaching Demonstrations


May 2, 10:30 AM – Take-home final exam due
Special Note for Students with Disabilities
Any student with a documented disability needing academic adjustments is requested to speak directly to Disability Support Services and to the instructor as early in the semester as possible (preferably within the first week). All discussions will remain confidential. This syllabus is available in alternative formats upon request. Please contact Mary Helen Walker, Disability Support Services, 521-6270
