COURSE SYLLABUS 

 MUS 1140 – MUSIC THEORY I

Spring Semester 2009
Instructor:   
Dr. Beth Maisonpierre


Moore Hall, Room 203

phone: 521- 6381


email: beth.maisonpierre@uncp.edu
Office Hours – posted on office bulletin board
Text and Supplies:

· Music in Theory and Practice, Vol. 1, 7th ed. by Benward & White

· Music in Theory and Practice Workbook, Vol. 1, 7th ed
· MacGamut 6 User Disk (2003 is upgradable for free)
· Music Manuscript Paper

· Music Dictionary (optional)

General Description:

This course is an introduction to the basic materials and concepts of music theory. The course will focus on commonalities of selected historic and geographic literatures through the study of fundamentals, melodic and harmonic writing, and terms and symbols.

Specific Competencies:

This course is intended to equip the student with a solid understanding of notation, scales and tonality, intervals and transposition, and chords. With this foundation and grasp of terminology, the student goes on to study the musical elements of harmony, melody, rhythm, and texture on a higher level.

In addition to the study of this material, the student will also acquire the ability to write his or her own music and to use the computer both to drill the fundamentals and to notate the original work.

This course addresses Category I of the chart of Intended Student Learning Outcomes for the Department of Music as follows:
 
For all professional degrees: I.A.1 & 2, I.B.1, I.C.1 & 2, and I.D. 1 & 2; 
            For the BM in Music Education: I.A-ME.1 & 2, I.C-ME.1, I.D-ME.1 
            For the BA in Music: I.A-LA, I.B-LA, I.C-LA, and I.D-LA.

Course Requirements and Policies:

Course work will consist of regular attendance, frequent written assignments, quizzes (unannounced), computer work, 5 unit tests, a final exam, and three projects. 

If you take an exam on time and are not satisfied with the grade, that exam may be re-taken within one week of the day the exam is passed back and the two grades will be averaged together. Missed exams may be taken within 24 hours of the original exam with a 10-point penalty and cannot be taken a second time. No retakes are possible with the final exam.

All assignments are to be turned in at the beginning of the class. Late assignments will be accepted with a 20-point penalty only under the following conditions: 1) the assignment was not discussed in class on the due date, and 2) the assignment is turned in before the beginning of the next class. Specific computer assignments will be given and graded every two weeks. Quizzes will never be made up.

Assignment pages given in the workbook may be torn out of the book and turned in. However, any work given in the textbook, must be written out by hand on manuscript paper before it is turned in. Torn or photocopied pages from the text will not be accepted, nor will assignments completed on hand-drawn manuscript paper.

Methods of Teaching:

Knowledge of the topics will be attained through lectures and reading of the text. In-class drills and listening exercises, as well as out-of-class computer drills, written assignments, and projects will help the student grasp the needed skills.

Grading:


Unit tests count 40% (5 tests @ 8% each)


The comprehensive final exam counts 20%


The unannounced quizzes and homework assignments count 15%


The computer work counts 10%


The 3 projects count 15% (5% each)

Blackboard will be used to post grades, announcements, the syllabus, and assignments. 

A = 100-93%, 
A- = 92-90%,  
B+ = 89-87%, 
B = 86-83%,   B- = 82-80%   C+ = 79-77%, 

C = 76-73%,   
C- = 72-70%,  D+ = 69-67%, D = 66-63%,   D- = 62-60%,  
F = 59-0%

Attendance:

You are expected to attend all classes regularly, to be on time, and to be prepared for class with textbook, notebook, pencil, etc. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class. Tardiness will count as half of an absence. No absences will be excused unless the absence is due to a campus-sponsored activity about which I have been officially notified in advance of the absence. 

You are allowed three (3) absences without an affect on the grade. Beginning with the fourth absence, the final grade for the semester drops one point per absence. If you maintain perfect attendance throughout the semester, two (2) points will be added to the final grade.

Tentative Project Schedule:


Project #1

Jan. 21

Original Percussion Ensemble


Project #2

Feb. 25

Instrumental arrangement of hymn



Project #3

Apr. 17


Original Melody

MacGamut Computer Assignments:


Assignment 1 due Feb. 8

Assignment 2 due Feb. 26

Assignment 3 due Mar. 19

Assignment 4 due Apr. 9

Assignment 5 due Apr. 24
· Your MacGamut “start file” should be emailed to me by midnight on the due dates listed above. Plan ahead – no excuses for late work will be accepted.

Music Dictionary:

I recommend that you purchase a music dictionary for use in all music classes while at UNCP. You might want to go to the Amazon.com website to order your choice. The following is a list of suggested dictionaries and their Amazon prices:

The New Harvard Dictionary of Music, Don Michael Randel, ed. Hardcover 

The Harvard Concise Dictionary of Music, D.M. Randel, ed. Paperback 

The Harvard Concise Dictionary of Music, D.M. Randel, ed. Hardcover

Webster’s New World Dictionary of Music, Nicholas Slonimsky, Paperback 

The Harpercollins Dictionary of Music, Christine Ammer, ed. Paperback 

The Oxford Companion of Music, Percy Alfred Scholes, Hardcover 

· Essential Dictionary of Music, Lindsey Harnsberger, ed.  Paperback 
Web Sites on Music Theory:

Web sites related to music, music theory and ear training. Check them out!


www.earpower.com/earpower.htm

www.good-ear.com

http://www.mibac.com/Pages/Theory/Main_Theory.htm

http://eserver.org/music/theory.html
Manuscript Paper links:


http://www.lib.virginia.edu/dmmc/Music/Musicpaper/

http://www.linkwaregraphics.com/music/misc/printable_paper.html
You might find others as well. Take the time to explore and let the class know what you find.

Tutors:

Tutors are available for this course at any time. Please do not allow yourself to get behind in your understanding of the material. Talk to Dr. Beth about being paired with a tutor.

Ground Rules:

1. No eating 

2. No sleeping

3. Cell phones must be turned off or silenced

4. I’d rather you come to class late than not at all (remember, though, each tardy counts as half an absence). However, if you are late, I expect you to come in as quietly as possible so as to not disturb the class.

5. No leaving during class – except for an emergency

Special Note for Students with Disabilities

Any student with a documented disability needing academic adjustments is requested to speak directly to Disability Support Services and to the instructor as early in the semester as possible (preferably within the first week). All discussions will remain confidential. This syllabus is available in alternative formats upon request. Please contact Mary Helen Walker, Disability Support Services, DF Lowry Building, 521-6695.
