Procedures for Completing the Imagery Research Project
Dr. Marson’s Classes
Overview
Psychologists have engaged in a long and heated debate over the effectiveness of inkblot tests. Some psychologists believe that people’s responses to ambiguous images such as inkblots provide valid information about their personality, while others are very skeptical of this type of test. 
Dr. Michael Stratil, retired associate professor of psychology at UNCP, has developed a new test that attempts to preserve the best qualities of classical instruments like the Rorschach while introducing a number of important improvements. His instrument is called the Stratil Imagery Test (SIT).
The purpose of the present study is to assess the scientific validity of the SIT. You will be shown a series of inkblot-like images and asked to give your interpretations, emotional responses, and imaginative associations to them. The test is divided into two parts (1 and 2). You will do the first part on one day and the second part on another day. It will take about 1.5 hours to complete. Continue until you receive the message “You are now finished.” A report for this test has not yet been developed. In fact, one of the purposes of the present study is to gather the data that will enable Dr. Stratil to develop a computer program capable of analyzing people’s SIT responses. Therefore, you will not receive any formal feedback on it. But you can discuss it informally with Dr. Stratil if you are interested.

The SIT exists in two forms, A and B. Both forms use the same basic procedures. But Form A uses a different set of images than Form B. Thus, everything is the same in the two forms except the images. As a participant in this project, you will be taking Forms A and B of the SIT. 

This is a formal scientific research project. Because of the importance of the issues involved, it must be completed in a careful and thoughtful manner. You should begin the project by taking the Form A of the SIT. Then complete Form B. Remember that these are two separate tests and you must complete both.
Procedures

Step 1. You must complete the Informed Consent Form in order to participate in this research project. Obtain 2 copies of this form from Dr. Marson. Read one copy and then sign both copies. Finally, return one copy to Dr. Marson and keep the other copy for your records. 
Step 2. Go to the web site at lifeassessments.com. At the present time, the SIT is only compatible with Internet Explorer 5.0 and higher. So please do not try to complete it from Netscape, Firefox, or any other browser, as you may encounter difficulties.
Step 3. Under “Instruments” in the green box, select the Stratil Imagery Test—Form A by clicking on this name. On the next page, select New Client if you are starting for the first time (otherwise, select Returning Client). On the next page, select Research Participant. 
Step 4. Under Registration, enter your email address. If you have several addresses, enter the one best suited to receiving mail regarding this study. 
Step 5. Invent a password and enter it.

Step 6. To help you keep track of your password, write yourself a small note and put it in your wallet. Then re-enter the password in the confirmation box. Afterward, select “Continue.”
Step 7. Now enter your access code, which is 84263952 for this project. Press Continue when you’re finished with this page.
Step 8. Enter your name and other background information in the spaces provided. Click on “Continue” when you’ve finished the form.
Step 9. You are now ready to start the test. Read the instructions and click on “Continue.” Follow the on-screen instructions. Keep in mind that you can stop at any time you wish by clicking on the Quit button (in the lower right hand corner). 

Step 10. To restart at the position where you stopped, just go back to the home page (lifeassessments.com) and select Stratil Imagery Test—Form A. Then select the second option (Returning Clients). If you are not able to get back on the first time you try, exit your browser and start again. If you continue to have a problem, contact Dr. Stratil.
Step 11. At the halfway point, you will automatically be stopped. This feature has two purposes: (a) to sample your attitudes at different times and (b) to give you a break so you don’t lose your concentration. You will need to wait until the next day to restart (see above instructions for restarting).

Step 12.  To take Form B of the SIT, repeat steps 1-11 except you should select the Stratil Imagery Test—Form B (rather than Form A). You can only complete Part 1 on the first day. After you start the second part, continue until you receive the message “You are now finished.” 
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If you have any problems, Dr. Stratil will be happy to help you. You can email him at mstratil@charter.net. You may also telephone him at home (910-949-6518). Please call between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. EST. After you have completed the study, you may also contact him for an informal discussion of your responses to this test.
{SITA SITB Student Instructions Marson1.doc}

It is very important that you take your time and work carefully. Your report can only be useful if you give a thoughtful response to each question.








Important Note: When you start the SIT-B for the first time, you will also have to enter as a New Client. There is no exchange of information between Forms A and B, so you are considered a new client to the SIT-B even though you have already completed Form A. After your first session with the SIT-B, then you should enter as a Returning Client.








Special Note if you use a Spam Blocker





If you use a spam blocker on your email account, you will not be able to receive email regarding this project. This means you won’t get the reminders that we send and the final SIT report. However, you will be able to complete the project and obtain credit.





To eliminate this limitation, just add the following to your list of accepted senders: (a) � HYPERLINK "mailto:webmaster@lifeassessments.com" ��webmaster@lifeassessments.com� and (b) mstratil@charter.net.
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