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Using JSTOR 

 
JSTOR is an electronic archive for back issues of scholarly journals in a wide variety of disciplines.  The 
archive of full text material in the JSTOR collection begins with the first issues of a journal and coverage 
of that journal runs until the most current 3 –5 years. Material that is in that 3-5 year frame not found in 
JSTOR may be found either in Library’s print journals, other electronic databases, or maybe requested 
via Interlibrary Loan.   
 
Accessing JSTOR 
Access JSTOR by clicking on Electronic Resources on the Mary Livermore Library’s home page 
(http://www.uncp.edu/library).  Click Database Title and then click J in the alphabetic list. You will see a 
link for JSTOR. 
 
You will need to have an active library account to access JSTOR. Contact the Reference Desk (910-
521-6656) or Circulation Desk (910-521-6516) if you have questions concerning your library account. 
  
Searching JSTOR 
JSTOR opens to an Advanced Search. The Advanced Search offers two search boxes with the option to 
add additional search boxes (Add a Field), and the ability to search for the terms in selected areas of 
the citation (full text, author, article title, caption, and abstract). You can also select a Boolean 
operator to be used (And, Or, Not) or a proximity operator (Near 5, Near 10, Near 25). The proximity 
operators will look for one term near the other term.  
 

 
 
JSTOR can also search external content.  You may want to uncheck the external content box. 
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When searching you can limit your results to specific type of work (article, review, pamphlet), date 
range, language or specific journal title. If you are looking for only articles, click the article box. 
 

 
 
The search can also be limited to return results only within a certain discipline(s).  Multiple disciplines 
can be selected. Check the box next to the discipline to limit your search to that discipline. You may to 
select multiple disciplines depending on your search. If you were looking for information about Zora 
Neale Hurston, you would want to search the disciplines of African American Studies, Folklore, and 
Language and Literature. JSTOR also offers the option to limit your search to specific journals within the 
discipline. Click the  to see a list of journals with the subject. 
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JSTOR Search Results 

 
 
Listed above is a typical JSTOR search results. If your search returns too many results, click Modify 
Search and add more search terms or click the search within these results and insert a search term in 
the box. 
 
To view an article click the article title. The article will appear on your screen one page at a time. Click 
the arrows to move to the next or previous page. You can view the next and previous item in the journal 
by clicking on the appropriate link. JSTOR has links to allow you to look at the references for the article 
and other articles by the same author. JSTOR also has links to Google Scholar to look up for related 
authors and articles that cite the article. You can also click PDF to view the entire article. You will need 
to agree to JSTOR’s terms and conditions before the PDF appears. 
 
Printing and Downloading 
When an article opens the article information and a link to the PDF version of the article will appear 
above the article. 
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To print or download the article, click View PDF on the results page. A JSTOR security window will 
open. Click OK to open the PDF. Click the print or save icon in the Adobe toolbar to print or download 
the article. To email the citation or export a citation click on the appropriate command. The citation 
emailed is NOT in either APA or MLA format (see image below). 
 

 
 
If you click the stable URL from an off-campus location, you will need to log in using your library account 
information. 
 
E-mailing Articles 
As mentioned earlier there is not an e-mail function in JSTOR. However, you can download article(s) to 
the computer and e-mail the file(s) as attachments. It is recommended that you use your UNCP 
assigned e-mail account to send and receive JSTOR articles because the PDF files can be quite large. 
UNCP e-mail accounts can handle large attachments easier than most commercial e-mail accounts. 
 
Exporting Citations 
JSTOR citations can be exported to EndNote, ProCite, Reference Manager, BibTex, and RefWorks. To 
export citations selections the citations to be exported and click Export Citation. Select the 
bibliographic software to be used. Log in to the bibliographic software. UNCP has a subscription to 
RefWorks. See the Using RefWorks handout for instructions on establishing a RefWorks account. 
 
Reference Assistance 
If you need assistance in navigating JSTOR or assistance with your research please contact Reference 
Desk by either phone (910-521-6656) or e-mail (refdesk@uncp.edu).  
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