Concert Paper Guidelines

Open the paper with a paragraph stating the who, what, when, and where of the recital. Write as if you are telling someone that wasn’t there what took place. Choose four of the pieces that you would like to discuss and list them – title, composer and style period.

Each of the next four paragraphs talks about the musical elements of one of the four pieces. With regard to the element of sound – describe what instruments you heard, the range of the pitches, the dynamics and any other observations of sound. With regard to the element of rhythm – describe the tempo, the meter, the strength of the beat, and the predictability of the pulse. With regard to the element of melody – discuss its shape, its predictability, and its organization into phrases (or lack thereof). With regard to the element of harmony – discuss if it is major or minor, consonant or dissonant, and predictable or not. With regard to the element of form – discuss the organization of the piece and its sections. With regard to the element of texture – discuss how many layers of sound you heard and how they related to each other. You may not be able to address each of the areas mentioned, but write about what you heard and how it relates to what we have been studying in this course. Do not involve your opinion in these paragraphs.

The final paragraph of the paper is your opinion of the pieces and/or the performances and any additional comments you wish to make about the recital.

Writing titles of musical works: (taken from Writing About Music, by Richard Wingell).
If musical works have specific titles, those titles are set in Italics. Shorter individual pieces or sections of a larger work are cited in quotation marks; the title of the larger work is put in Italics. Examples – 


“Caro nome” from Verdi’s Rigoletto


“The Great Gate of Kiev” from Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition

Generic titles are capitalized when they are titles of specific works, and left in lowercase when used as generic nouns. Examples –


Haydn’s Symphony No. 104


Haydn is best known for his symphonies.

Subtitles added to generic titles are places in quotation marks inside parentheses after the formal title of the work. Also, keys are written with a capital letter (hyphenated with “flat” or “sharp”) and major/minor are capitalized as well. Example –


Haydn, Symphony No. 103 in E-flat Major (“Drum Roll”)
