
UNCP Percussion Studio Evaluation Forum Written Exam 
Name_______________________
I. Timpani 

Give a brief history of the development of the timpani in the orchestra.

Name the two types of timpani bowl materials and what each is good for. 
Describe the hand position and uses for French and German timpani 

grip.  
List the sizes and ranges of a standard set of timpani (4 drums). 
II. Keyboard Percussion 

Give a brief description of the history of the marimba.

Give the range and general mallet selection for:

Bells

Xylophone

Marimba

Vibraphone


III. Snare Drum 
Give a brief history of the snare drum.

Describe how you would begin to teach playing an orchestral roll.
Describe the technique for changing and tuning a drum head.

IV. Auxiliary percussion 

Name and describe the two techniques for rolling on a Tambourine. 
Describe the difference between a gong and a tam-tam. 
Where do you hit a bass drum to get an articulate, loud (canon shot) type of sound? 
Identify the techniques for playing the tambourine in a :

loud and  fast passage 
general playing 

soft and fast passage. 
V. Drum Set
Give a brief history of the development of the drum set.

Describe the main stylistic differences between playing jazz and rock drum set.

Diagram one basic brush stroke pattern.

VI. Percussion Pedagogy

Draw a typical concert band percussion set-up displaying the correct placement of: bass drum, timpani, snare drum, cymbals, xylophone, bells, marimba, and chimes. 

Identify the 6 common elements in percussion playing and their non-percussion equivalents.
Name three good, high school level, percussion ensemble pieces. 
Identify quality method books for both middle and high school students on the following instruments (identify the level for each book):

Snare drum

Mallets

Timpani

Drum Set
VII. Percussion History


Briefly discuss “Janissary Music” and its role in the development of percussion repertoire.

What type of material was originally used for drum-heads, and 
why is it not used now? 
Identify two major performers on each of the following instruments: 
Drum set

Marimba

Solo Percussion

Ethnic percussion
Name three orchestral pieces that feature significant percussion parts and their composers. Describe what is significant about the parts. 
Identify the first major compositions, composers and dates of composition for the following instruments: 
multiple-percussion

marimba

timpani (in an orchestral score)

solo timpani
percussion ensemble
Identify the principal percussionist and timpanist for the following orchestras: 

New York Philharmonic

Boston Symphony

Chicago Symphony

Cleveland Orchestra

Philadelphia Orchestra
San Francisco Symphony

Identify the following people who have been significant to the development of percussion and discuss why they are important: 
John Cage

Elliott Carter

Keiko Abe

Darius Milhaud
George Hamilton Green

Clair Omar Musser

Leigh Howard Stevens

Steven Schick


