Diversity Committee for Communities of Interest

Minutes for August 29, 2007

Present:  Robert L. Canida II, Jamel Porter, Alan Chase, Dr. Kevin Freeman,


    Dr. David Oxendine & Virgil Oxendine

The meeting was called to order by Robert L. Canida II and he also welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the semester.  There was a moment for everyone to review the minutes.  The minutes were approved and accepted by the committee.
Old Business:


*As for the Diversity Survey, Robert L. Canida II discussed reviewing the


  survey again for Fall ’07 or Spring ’08 semesters.  Jamel Porter gave his 


  input from the student perspective and what he observed.  There was the 


  idea of setting up the survey in “Face Book”.  Virgil Oxendine suggested 


  setting up in the University Center during activity period when the student


  traffic is higher.

New Business:

A. Robert L. Canida II shared an idea to have an “Identity Forum” in 

November during Indian Heritage Month which would focus on the Native American community and answer the question “what does it mean to be Indian?” What are the perceptions and opinions of others?  There was input from John Scott Richardson from the NC Commission of Indian Affairs (via email).

B. The committee is also looking into the “30 Day Program” in which 

someone would walk in another persons “shoes.”  Robert L. Canida II shared a movie he previewed with the teaching fellows which was titled “What does race have to do with it?” in which the students shared what their perceptions were of other ethnic groups.
C. Leslie Covington will be the editor for the UNISON Diversity Newsletter.  

It was suggested that maybe we could have an article in the newsletter interviewing the first Fullbright Scholar, Chisepo Mphaisha, at UNC-Pembroke.  The newsletter should be published by mid September.

Announcements:

A. On September 18, 2007 the Cultural Diversity Film Series continues in 
OMMA with “Walk-Out” for Hispanic Heritage Month.

B. DCCOI’s film project collaboration with the mass communications department will continue.

C. Fannie Lou Hamer will be in Moore Hall on September 10, 2007 @ 3:00pm and again at 7:00pm.

D. On September 20, 2007 is the 4th Annual Harmony Walk which starts at 3:00pm at the Water Feature and there will also be a Banner competition for all student organizations.  Following the Harmony Walk will the Funeral Services in the University Center @ 4:30pm.

E. A gospel play, “Reap What You Sow”, will be at the GPAC on September 29, 2007 at 7:00pm.

F. Pembroke Day will be September 12, 2007 @ UNC-Pembroke in the quad from 10:00am until 2:00pm.

G. Human Rights Campaign (HRC) will be September 12-15, 2007 in Washington, DC and Jamel Porter will be representing UNC-Pembroke and the GLBT community.

Next Meeting:  September 26, 2007 @ 3:30pm in the Office of Multicultural and 



  Minority Affairs

Submitted by:  Virgil Oxendine, Secretary
