Diversity Committee for Communities of Interest
Minutes for September 26, 2007

Present:  Robert L. Canida II, Dr. Kevin Freeman, Dr. Chisepo Mphaisha, 


    Katiuska Laureano, Dr. David Oxendine, Jamel Porter, Dr. Shilpa 


    Pai-Regan & Virgil Oxendine

The meeting was called to order by Robert L. Canida II and he welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Robert L. Canida II asked for a motion to approve the minutes.  Dr. Kevin Freeman made a motion to approve the minutes and Dr. David Oxendine second the motion.  The motion was approved by all.

Old Business:

A. A “Programming/Event Survey” was conducted on campus to get an idea 
of what students want to see from OMMA.  The input ranged from cultural/diversity workshops, movie nights and ethnic/heritage celebrations.  This survey would help in the process of planning for the next year.

B. Robert L. Canida II thanked those in attendance for attending the 

“Harmony Walk and the Funeral Services.”  Pictures from the event should be in the next Community Newspaper.  He also informed everyone that he has received positive feedback for both programs.

New Business:

A. Robert L. Canida II asked Dr. David Oxendine to present his paper,

“Birds of a different Feather:  Do Ethnically Diverse Universities & 

Campuses have Ethnically Diverse Attitudes & Beliefs.”  This is scheduled for November 5, 2007 @ 3:30pm in OMMA.
B. DCCOI along with Mary Walker will collaborate on a program for 

Disability Awareness Month.

C. Also the 10% Society will have its Pride Week, from Monday, Oct. 29- Friday, November 2.

D. DCCOI is also brainstorming on the idea of “walk in my shoes” in which individuals will trade places with another.  Dr. Shilpa Pai-Regan suggested that we shorten the time from 30 days to a week.  Also the group had an idea to pair individuals together to go into the community.  There was also the idea of men & women dress as the opposite sex.

Announcements:

A. October 10, 2007  is a discussion panel, “ Heterogeneity among Hispanics” 
which will be sponsored by LASO, LTA, OMMA & DCCOI.

B. Barbara Trepagnier, the author of “Silent Racism” will be on campus on 

February 4, 2008.

C. Rosie Perez will be at the Givens Performing Arts Center on October 8,

2007 at 7:00pm as part of the Distinguished Speaker Series.


D. On September 29, 2007 the gospel play “Reap What You Sow” will be at 


      the GPAC @ 7:00pm.

E. On October 7, 2007 the BB Thompson Youth Choir will be performing at 

     the Givens Performing Arts Center @ 4:00pm.


F. The 10% Society will have a “Coming Out Party” on October 11, 2007 in

Oak Lounge.

G. Pride Week for the 10% Society is as follows:

*October 29, 2007: Fashion Show in the University Center 

   @ 7:00pm

*October 30, 2007: Come Correct III (Bible Study)

*October 31, 2007:  Movie Night

*November 1, 2007: Drag Show @ 7:00pm in the University Ctr.

Next Meeting:  October 31, 2007 @ 3:30pm in OMMA.  Be sure to wear your 



   costumes.

Submitted by:  Virgil Oxendine, Secretary
