Diversity Committee for Communities of Interest

Minutes for January 30, 2008

Present:  Robert L. Canida II, Alan Chase, Jamel Porter, Marquita Brazier,


    Dr. Chisepo J.J. Mphaisha, Dr. Kevin Freeman, Dr. David Oxendine,

                Dr. Shilpa Regan, Mary Thomas-Locklear & Virgil Oxendine

The meeting was called to order by Robert L. Canida II and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  A brief moment was allowed for everyone to read the minutes and the agenda.  Both minutes and agenda were agreed upon.

New Business:

A. Robert L. Canida II shared with the committee his idea to have a panel 

discussion to define the “Meaning of Diversity” which would include an audience and a moderator.  Dr. Shilpa Regan asked the university students in attendance their opinion.  There was feedback from Jamel Porter & Alan Chase.  The committee decided on March 10th for the panel discussion in Pine Hall Lounge (if available) with Dr. Kevin Freeman as the facilitator.  There will also be brainstorming via email among the committee for a title for the flyer.

B. Robert L. Canida II suggested that the committee to do a program for voter education and the importance of voting.  He would like for DCCOI to collaborate with NAACP an event to be aired from the UNC-Pembroke mass communications department.  Also incorporate voter registration.  DCCOI is looking to tape in February and Dr. Kevin Freeman will facilitate.

C.  Robert L. Canida II had an idea for an essay contest on “Diversity or 

      Inclusion/Engagement”.  It would be open to all students on campus.  

      The contest will be for the fall semester.  The committee will also be 

      involved in developing the guidelines, contacting the library on the 

      format and the question for the essay.

C. The Taste of Culture, which is now a program for OMMA, will be held on April 2, 2008 from 10:00am until 11:30am on the UC Lawn and DCCOI would like to include the parade of nations also.

***At this point there was a brief moment for introductions***
Announcements:

***Miss UNC-Pembroke pageant will be on January 31, 2008 in GPAC @ 7:00pm.
***February 4, 2008 is a day of events for Black History Month with the African-

      American Read In which is sponsored by OMMA and the Mary Livermore 

      Library.  At 3:30 will be a book discussion, “Come On People: On the Path from 

      Victims to Victors”, by Bill Cosby and Alvin F. Poussaint, M.D., in the Faculty 

       Lounge-University Center.   Then from 7:00-9:00pm the event will continue in 

       the Mary Livermore Library with oral readings of African American Literature

       by NC NAACP House Poet, Trin-A-Thoughts; Miss North Carolina 2007               

       Jessica Jacobs; NCLA Vice President, Sherwin Rice and others.

***February 7, 2008, Dr. Rev. William Barber will be speaking in Pine Hall Lounge    

      at  7:00pm for NAACP week.

***On February 11, 2008 there will be a book presentation by Barbara Trepagnier 

      on “Silent Racism”.  This event will take place at 3:00pm in the University
      Annex and then at 7:00pm in the Mary Livermore Library.  This event is 

      sponsored by OMMA.

***The 10% Society on February 14, 2208 will sponsor a “Mock Marriage Day”.

***UNISON editor for this semester is Marquita Brazier for those interested in sub-

      mitting any items for the DCCOI newsletter.
***33rd Annual North Carolina Indian Unity Conference will be held on March 20- 
       22, 2008 in Raleigh at the Hilton North Raleigh


***American Indian Women's Conference entitled, "A Gathering:  Strengthening 
      the Circle" on February 29-March 1, 2008 at UNC-Pembroke.  For more 
      information Contact Becky Goins-Leviner @ 910.521.6282 or visit 
     www.uncp.edu/aiwc/
Next meeting:   February 27, 2008 @ 3:30pm in OMMA.

Submitted by:   Virgil Oxendine, Secretary 
