Diversity Committee for Communities of Interest

Minutes for February 27, 2008

Present:  Robert L. Canida II, Jamel Porter, Dr. Shilpa Regan, Alan Chase, 

                Dr. David Oxendine, Dr. Chisepo J.J. Mphaisha, Dr. Kevin Freeman & 

                Virgil Oxendine

The meeting was called to order by Robert L. Canida II and he welcomed everyone to the meeting.  A brief moment was allowed for everyone to read the minutes and the agenda.  Both minutes and agenda were approved by the committee.

Old Business:
A. Robert L. Canida II discussed the Voter Education Forum which took 

place earlier today.  This forum was part of the film series in which the Mass Communications Department and DCCOI collaborated and students encouraged students to become more educated on the voting process.  Alan Chase felt that this project was a good concept and he liked the diversity of the panel.  Jamel Porter would like the Voter Education Forum to be on a larger scale.  The moderator for the program was Dr. Kevin Freeman. 
New Business:

A. Dr. Shilpa Regan & Dr. Kevin Freeman shared with the committee there 

ideas for the panel discussion which will be held on March 10, 2008 in Pine Hall Lounge.  They want the discussion to be more interactive and dialogue and the committee agreed.  Robert L. Canida II said his office would do the flyer.
B. In the last meeting, Robert L. Canida II shared with the committee the 

idea of a “Diversity or Inclusion/Engagement Essay Contest”.  Dr. Shilpa Regan shared five (5) possible essay contest questions she had developed.  It was suggested to use one (1) or combine two (2) questions.  There was a brief discussion concerning the questions.  The essay contest will be for the Fall Semester.

C. For Women’s History Month in lieu of the monthly meeting, DCCOI will 

Sponsor a program for Women’s History Month.  The program will consist of a speaker from the community and then a balloon release in honor of a female who has influenced you.  This will take place at the University Center Annex Patio @ 3:30pm.  In case of rain it will be in the University Annex.

D. The Taste of Culture will be on April 16, 2008 in the University Center.

E. Jamel Porter shared with the committee the idea of the Safe Zone Project.  The concept is to provide a safer and more productive educational environment for students.   Those faculty members who would volunteer for this program would also receive training on how to create a “safe zone”.  Dr. Shilpa Regan questioned how would a student know who to talk to.  Jamel Porter stated that each faculty member would have a universal symbol on or by their office door.
F. Robert L. Canida II shared with the committee a rough draft of the UNISON newsletter.

Announcements:
***March 4, 2008 @ 9:00am OMMA & International Programs will be taking the      

       International Students to Raleigh, during Spring Break.
***On March 19, 2008 the Diversity Task Force (SPARC) will have a guest speaker, 
      Dr. Finney Coleman in the auxiliary Gym.

Next Meeting:  Program for Women’s History Month at the University Center



   Annex Patio.
Submitted by:  Virgil Oxendine, Secretary

