Diversity Committee for Communities of Interest
Minutes for February 4, 2009
Present:  Robert L. Canida II, Dr. Kevin Freeman, Nicolette Campos, Dr. Shilpa 


    Pai-Regan & Virgil Oxendine

The meeting was called to order by Robert L. Canida II and everyone was welcomed to the meeting.  Robert L. Canida II asked everyone to review the minutes from the last meeting held on December 3, 2008.  The minutes were approved.
Old Business:

​
There was no old Business.
New Business:

A. The Committee took a few moments to discuss the Diversity or Inclusion/Engagement Essay Contest.  There was some discussion in reference to finding sponsors for the monetary prizes for the winner of the essay contest.  The deadline for the essays in order to be judged in a timely manner will be March 16, 2009.

B. Dr. Kevin Freeman gave an overview of the upcoming group discussion/program with an open dialogue on Race Relations. The discussion will focus on President Barack Obama and race relations in the United States.  This will take place in OMMA on February 25, 2009 @ 3:00pm.
C. Robert L. Canida II shared with the committee the upcoming Taste of iWorld with is sponsored by OMMA and co-sponsored by the Asian Student Association.  This year the event will focus on one country, Europe.

D. The Committee discussed a new diversity initiative for the fall called Café Diversity:  Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, Access(IDEA)  and the different avenues we could use such as humor and diversity(comedic) and media racism.  The idea of the Tunnel of Oppression is still an option along with the privilege walk.

E. Robert L. Canida II announced that the Spring Newsletter will be completed after Spring Break. 
Announcements:

· Kevin Powell (author, speaker, politician, and social activist) will be speaking at Robeson Community College on February 9, 2009 @ 7:00pm.
· 2nd Annual African-American Read in Events

-
On February 11, 2009 there will be an African American Story Teller @ 6:30pm in the University Center Annex.

-
African American Read-in at the Mary Livermore Library on February 17, 2009 with special guests, Miss Black North Carolina and Miss Teen Essence.

-
Book Discussion, “Hope on a Tight Rope” by Cornel West on February 24, 2009 with Dr. Scott Hicks leading the discussion.  This event will be held in the Faculty Lounge in the University Center.
· HKonJ March on February 14, 2009 @ 10:30am in Raleigh to once again present the 14 point agenda of the NAACP.
Submitted by:  Virgil Oxendine, Secretary
