ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY


The University of North Carolina at Pembroke (UNCP) was founded in 1887 as the Croatan Normal School, an institution to train American Indian public school teachers.  It has since grown into a more comprehensive Master’s Level I institution serving students from more diverse origins and offering a range of baccalaureate and master’s programs.  Presently, the student population is comprised of 15.77% Native American, 30.11% African American, 41.85% Caucasian, 4.06% Hispanic/Latino, 1.81% Asian, .06% Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, 1.99% Multi-racial, 1.34% Non-resident Alien, and 3.01% Unknown/Other students.  UNCP prides itself upon offering high quality educational opportunities to many underrepresented and disadvantaged students, and nontraditional populations such as women returning to school, first generation college students, and persons returning to school after military service.

The University is located in rural southeastern North Carolina near Fayetteville, home to the military installation of Fort Bragg.  The institution occupies 108 acres along the western edge of the town of Pembroke situated in Robeson County, home to the largest population of Native Americans in the state. 

Organized as an Indian Normal School in 1887, the school initially offered no education beyond the elementary level until 1912 when the first high school class graduated.  In 1926 the school began to offer teacher education and to phase out the elementary curriculum.  The first college class graduated from a regular two-year program in 1928.  Three years of college work were offered in 1938, and a fourth year was added in 1939.  The first four-year college degrees were conferred in 1940, and the name of the institution was changed to Pembroke State College for Indians in 1941.  It was changed again in 1949 to Pembroke State College.  From its inception in 1887 the University limited admission to American Indians, and for sixty-seven years it remained a Native American school or college.  In 1954, admission was extended to non-Indians.  The University became one of the 17 constituent institutions of The University of North Carolina system in 1972, and in 1997 the name was changed to The University of North Carolina at Pembroke.

The small college ambience and a faculty dedicated to teaching have remained at the core of the University's character, even as student enrollments have mushroomed and the number of full time faculty has increased.  Undergraduate and graduate research has become a vital part of many curricular programs, adding to the vitality of the academic environment.  Largely because of its heritage and locale, UNCP initiates and partners with numerous community agencies and area schools.  Combining the opportunities available at a larger university with the personal attention of a small college, the university provides an intellectually challenging environment with a faculty dedicated to creative, effective teaching and scholarship.
Of its heterogeneous student population, over 50 percent are first generation students.  This percentage includes numerous non-traditional students who elect to remain in the region for personal, family, or economic reasons.  Teacher education continues to be a leading program at the University.

In Fall 2011, student enrollment in both undergraduate and graduate programs was 6,251.  The University has the largest percentage of minority students of any four-year institution in North Carolina excluding Historically Black Colleges and Universities.  According to a 2011 US News & World Report, among the non-minority-classified Master’s-level universities in the southeastern United States, UNCP ranks first in minority enrollment.  While strengthened by and proud of the ethnic diversity of its students and the cultural diversity of the campus, UNCP's historical mission has been sustained over time and is reflected in the institution's rank as a national leader in American Indian graduates.  During the 2009-2010 academic year, UNCP ranked number one in the nation for turning out American Indian graduates majoring in the social sciences;  UNCP was ranked number two for American Indian majors in biology/biomedical sciences, number three for mathematics/statistics, public administration, and social services professions, number six for physical sciences, and number seven for education (Diverse, June 2011).  According to a recent report published in the Chronicle of Higher Education’s Diversity in Academe (September 2010) titled "Colleges Awarding the Most Bachelor’s Degrees to U.S. Minority-Group Members, 2008-9," UNCP ranked fifth among all U.S. colleges and universities in the number of American Indian graduates.
