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Nature and Purpose

This course will provide an overview of the major aspects of religion and the study of religion. The student will develop and be able to articulate a “definition” or theory of what religion is in human experience. This “definition” or understanding may well change as the course progresses and the student encounters increasing exposure to the breadth of the religious thought and conduct of humankind. In so doing and relative to the General Education Program at UNCP, the student will develop oral and written communication skills and abilities in analytical, comparative, and critical thinking in a multicultural context, while gaining knowledge of religious traditions through the use of historical and social scientific methods. (Students wishing to learn more about why to study religion in a university setting can go to www.studyreligion.org, sponsored by the national society for scholars of religion, the American Academy of Religion.)

Format


Lectures will comprise part of most sessions. Questions, comments, and discussion are encouraged at any time during lectures. Some of the lectures will cover topics and issues in religion that cut across the lines of particular religious traditions, while many of the lectures will summarize specific religions. Clicker review, small group discussions, opinion polls, and videos will complement the lectures.


For the latter part of most Thursday sessions, a panel consisting of several students who have each written an essay on the assignment from Studying Religion  will share responsibility with the instructor for stimulating and guiding discussion on issues raised in the reading and on related issues. Some students may be asked to read a paragraph of his or her paper during this time.

Required Texts:  Studying Religion: An Introduction through Cases, 3rd edition, 
by Gary E. Kessler


     I Heard the Owl Call My Name by Margaret Craven

Course Requirements: Note that failure to complete any of the following requirements, resulting in zero points for that segment of the course, will drastically lower your final grade.

1.  An essay (20% of the grade), 3-5 pages, typewritten 12-font, double-spaced, standard margins. Give me 1 copy, electronic or hard; however, you are responsible for bringing one hard copy for the panel discussion. The essay will be on one of the assignments of Studying Religion. It is due the class session before the panel discussion.  Papers turned in too late for the instructor to grade before the panel discussion will receive Half Credit.  Missing your panel discussion will lower your essay grade by two letters. 


This is to be: A position or opinion paper.  You are to take a position (state your opinion) on one or more of the issues or questions raised for you by the chapter and give reasons for your position(s). (If you are having trouble identifying a suitable issue, consult the suggested questions for your chapter provided by the instructor. You are encouraged to meet with the instructor if you are still having trouble with this assignment. )  You could take a position as a scholar of religion who attempts to be neutral in relation to particular religious commitments. In this case, you should cite experience available to most human beings and develop your argument in a logical fashion. Or you could take a position as a believer or disbeliever in a particular tradition. In this case, a reason for your position could be your belief in the authority of a person, institution, or scripture. Note: You may be a scholar of religion at one point in your essay and a religious believer or disbeliever at another point.


You are encouraged to turn in a draft of this paper for suggestions from the instructor before the panel discussion. In addition you may redo the graded version of the paper—with significant substantive changes—after the panel discussion in light of the instructor’s comments for an improved grade (please turn in the original graded version with the revised version).


This is not an exposition paper.  It is not to be a summary or report on the chapter. You should paraphrase, quote, summarize, or explain the chapter only insofar as necessary to develop your own position(s).


2.  Two (2) exams, each worth 10% of your grade on February 7 and March 1, as well as a final exam (20%) on May 3. These will be objective tests on each segment of the course. Study guides will be distributed well before the exams. All electronic devices must be stowed away during exams and quizzes, as well as when we go over exams. Any make-ups after the scheduled date will be in a more difficult format.


3.  A final essay (20%), 3-5 typewritten pages (12-font), due April 17. Turn in hard two copies or one electronic and one hard copy. There are two options: A) An essay on the question, “What is religion?” This is to be your final (for the purposes of this course only!) “definition” or understanding of what religion is in human experience. It is to be based upon your observations of the diverse expressions of religion through history and across cultures covered in the course. As such, this is to be a scholarly claim that attempts to be as objective as possible—not a statement of your particular religious convictions, not “what religion is” to you personally. Papers should not declare that there are as many definitions of religion as there are religions or believers: religious believers do not ordinarily define religion, scholars do—believers practice their religion. The paper should directly support its theories about religion with examples from various world religions, as well as from Christianity. Whether you conclude there is much or little in common among these diverse expressions, your essay should in some way integrate or “tie things together.” This essay is the preferred option. B) A scholarly essay on the various world religions (individually covering primal religions, Hinduism, Judaism, etc.). This essay should reflect learning from the textbook and from class and ideally will involve some of your own analysis. 

References to Studying Religion should note the relevant page number(s).


Warning:  The objective of this assignment, with either option A or B, is for you to pull together information and ideas from the course, so do not use outside materials, do not visit any web-sites for this assignment. Even cited materials not from the textbook or from class will lower your grade.
You are encouraged to turn in a rough draft of this paper to the instructor for comments.


4.  Class attendance and participation (20%). Regular attendance is crucial to maximize your learning in this course. Each unexcused absence will lower this grade by 3%. Excused absences must be properly documented. Upon prior written notification, a student is allowed up to two excused absences to observe a religious holiday. A student who believes that they have been unreasonably denied an educational benefit due to their religious beliefs or practices may seek redress through the student grievance process. Note that even when absences are excused due to illness, emergency, extra-curricular activity, or religious holiday, you are still responsible for all material covered during the class session. Every incident of leaving class early without the prior consent of the instructor will count as an unexcused absence. Every two incidents of tardiness will count as one unexcused absence. Your attendance for your panel discussion is especially important—missing your panel will lower your opinion paper grade by two letters.

You are expected to give your undivided attention to class lectures, discussions, clicker sessions, and films. Private conversations are contrary to college classroom etiquette because they are disruptive. For the first incident of such private conversations the student will receive a warning, for the second the loss of two letter grades for attendance and participation credit, for the third the loss of all attendance and participation credit, and for the fourth automatic failure for the course. There will be a quiz on the syllabus (Jan. 12) and a pop quiz on the Craven novel and if needed on textbook chapters.

In addition to being passed out in class, handouts will be posted on Blackboard and sent as an e-mail attachment. You should check your Bravemail account regularly for any messages to the class.





Academic Services 

Any student with a documented learning, physical, chronic health, psychological, visual or hearing disability needing academic adjustments is requested to speak directly to Disability Support Services and the instructor, as early in the semester (preferably within the first week) as possible.  All discussions will remain confidential.  Please contact Disability Support Services, DF Lowry Building, Room 103 or call 910-521-6695. 

This publication is available in alternative formats upon request.  Please contact Disability Support Services, DF Lowry Building, 521-6695.


The University Writing Center is available for assistance with any writing assignments, Dial Building—Room 128, (910)521-6168.


Tutoring is available by subject with peer tutors who show proficiency in courses and have been trained in effective tutoring strategies.  The tutoring sessions can host up to five students per session.  To get the most effective results students should sign up for tutoring as soon as possible.  Students should also come to tutoring sessions with specific questions prepared regarding course material.  The more consistent the attendance to tutoring sessions, the better students will understand the material and perform at a higher level in class.  Sign up for tutoring in the Center for Academic Excellence office.

  


The Resource Learning Lab offers computer based, self-paced tutoring in basic writing skills from composing sentences, paragraphs, and essays, to addressing common writing problems, basic reading comprehension, and word problem dissection.  These programs are 4 – 8 weeks long and offer non-credit, collectable test performance data on each student during their progression through our programs. The Resource Learning Lab also offers tutoring that improves academic study skills through self-help DVD’s, such as Values and Goals, Time Management, Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving, Active Listening and Note-Taking, Researching, Reading and Writing, and Studying and Test-Taking.  These programs are designed to enhance college-level reading comprehension and writing skills, and to improve the areas where students find they have deficiencies.  The Resource Learning Lab is available to all students, whether right out of high school or non-traditional students needing a refresher.

Academic Dishonesty: Students have the responsibility to know and observe the UNCP Academic Honor Code. This code forbids cheating, plagiarism, fabrication of information, and complicity in academic dishonesty. Violations of the code will subject the student to failure for the assignment and further disciplinary action. Note that either quoting another’s words or paraphrasing another’s ideas without acknowledgment constitutes plagiarism.








Office Hours: Dr. Nikkel’s office hours will be 12:10-1:10 p.m. MWF and 10:00-11:00 a.m. TR, Sampson Building, Room #113. Dr. Nikkel will also often be in his office during business hours, except for his other scheduled classes (MWF 10:10-11:00 and 11:15-12:05). His office number is ext. 6892 (910-521-6892) and home number, 910-433-4462.  
If you wish to communicate with Dr. Nikkel from a .com e-mail account rather than from Bravemail, please let him know your address beforehand so he can unblock it. Dr. Nikkel’s email address is david.nikkel@uncp.edu. 
SCHEDULE

 WEEK

TOPICS



READINGS (chapters are from 








        Studying Religion)
1. Jan. 10, 12

Introduction




Chapter 1


2. Jan. 17, 19

Defining Religion; Studying Religion
Chapter 2



3. Jan. 24, 26

Sacred Power; Primal Religion

Chapter 3
4. Jan. 31, Feb. 2
Myth; Primal Religion

            Chapter 4; Craven, Parts One 











& Two

5. Feb. 7, 9

Ritual; Ancient Religion


Chapter 5; Craven, Parts   










Three & Four



First Exam, Feb. 7
6. Feb. 14, 16

Sacred Space and Time; Hinduism

Chapter 6 

7. Feb. 21, 23

Religious Experience; Hinduism

Chapter 7
8. Feb. 28, Mar. 1
Buddhism







Second Exam, Mar. 1
SPRING BREAK  March 6, 8
9. Mar. 13, 15
 
Evil; Judaism




Chapter 8 

10. Mar. 20, 22
Ethics; Judaism



Chapter 9 

11. Mar. 27, 29
Religion & Politics; Christianity

Chapter 10



12. Apr. 3, 5
 
Religion & Society; Christianity

Chapter 11

13. Apr. 10, 12
Human Destiny; Islam


Chapter 12
14. Apr. 17, 19
Religious Diversity; Islam


Chapter 13



Final Essays Due April 17 
15. Apr. 24, 26
 Religion & Culture; Review


Final Exam 

Thursday, May 3, 10:45 a.m.




