 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1REL  2140 -- INTRODUCTION TO RELIGIOUS ETHICS

Fall 2008
Dr. David Nikkel
MWF 9:00-9:50 am

308 Education Center

NATURE: This course will serve as an introduction to and survey of religious ethics, particularly of Western or Judeo-Christian religious ethics.  The initial portion of the course will examine resources and methods for doing religious ethics from scripture, tradition, and  contemporary philosophy, theology, and experience.  The remainder of the course will focus on various personal and social ethical issues, exposing students to diverse religious ethical perspectives both historical and contemporary, and cultivating in students the ability to evaluate religious ethical positions both from within and from outside of particular traditions.  Thus this course will develop oral and written communicative skills involving analytical, comparative, and critical thinking in a multicultural context.

FORMAT: Classes will consist of lectures, small group and class discussions, panel debates, and videos.  Questions, comments, and discussions are encouraged at any time during lectures.  Timely reading is vital for class preparation and for successfully fulfilling the journal component of the course.  Noticing media coverage of ethical issues will be important for contributing to class discussion and should be grist for journal commentary.

REQUIRED TEXTS: A Textbook of Christian Ethics, 3rd edition–Robin Gill

REQUIREMENTS: 1) A typewritten journal that summarizes the main point of each course reading and that responds to several course readings for each installment, as well as responds to any other aspects of the course or of the topic of religious ethics that the student deems appropriate, including current events.  Journals will be collected and reviewed every two weeks.* Turning in a journal installment late will lower your grade. 

2) Participation in a panel debate (with three other students) on a contemporary ethical issue as viewed from religious perspectives.  Though the presentation itself will involve two students pro and two students con, the panel should work together and will be responsible as a group for how well the various arguments of both/all sides are covered.  Groups are invited to share notes with the instructor for comments before the presentation.  Both group and individual grades will be assigned.

3) A 7-10 page paper, typed double-spaced on an ethical issue (other than the issue of your panel debate).  Please turn in 2 copies.  The purpose of this paper is to present your best thinking on an ethical issue as viewed from one or more religious perspectives/traditions (for example, evangelical Protestant, Catholic, pacifist, Reform Jewish, Native).  Your evaluation of a particular tradition’s position may be positive or negative.  If the evaluation is primarily negative, be as clear as possible from which perspective or tradition you are making the critique.  The paper should include relevant contemporary facts and relevant resources from religious tradition(s) as sources for your arguments for your position (and in the process some arguments against contrary positions).  Though this is not primarily a research paper, some research will prove helpful.  All sources should be specifically cited by page number for books and journals, date for daily or periodical media sources, or website address for internet materials.  If you use the exact words of a source, even a short phrase, indicate this with quotation marks.  
A tentative bibliography is due on October 13 and a first draft by November 10. This draft will be read by one other student and by the instructor for comments. You will report highlights of your paper to the class. These presentations will be scheduled at staggered times during the semester. Failure to show up for your class presentation or to submit your bibliography or first draft on time will significantly affect your grade. The final draft is due the last day of class, December 5.
4) Class attendance and participation.  Each unexcused absence will reduce this grade by 2%. Note that even when an absence is excused due to an illness or emergency, you are still responsible for all materials covered in class. Your undivided attention to the class conversation and materials is expected. 

GRADING: 
1) Journal – 40%



2) Panel debate – 20 % (group grade–10%; individual–10%)



3) Paper – 20%



4) Attendance and participation–20%

ACADEMIC SERVICES: 1) Any student with a documented learning, physical, chronic health, psychological, visual or hearing disability needing academic adjustments is requested to speak directly to Disability Support Services and the instructor, as early in the semester (preferably within the first week) as possible.  All discussions will remain confidential.  Please contact Disability Support Services, DF Lowry Building, Room 103 or call 910-521-6695.

This publication is available in alternative formats upon request.  Please contact Disability Support Services,  DF Lowry Building, 521-6695.
2) The University Writing Center is available for assistance with any writing assignments, Dial Building–Room 128, (910)521-6168..

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: Students have the responsibility to know and observe the UNCP Academic Honor Code.  This code forbids cheating, plagiarism, fabrication of information, and complicity in academic dishonesty. Violations of the code in this course will subject the student to failure for  the course and possible further disciplinary action. Note that both quoting another’s words and paraphrasing another’s ideas without acknowledgment constitute plagiarism.  The instructor subscribes to anti-plagiarism internet sites, so any uncited material will be detected.

OFFICE HOURS: Dr. Nikkel’s office hours will be 10-11 a.m. MWF, and 10:45-11:45 a.m. TR, Room #324.  Dr. Nikkel will also often be in his office during business hours, except for his other scheduled classes (MWF 11:30-12:30, TR 9:30-10:45). The office number is ext. 6892 (910-521-6892) and home number is 910-433-4462.  





If you want to communicate with Dr. Nikkel from a .com e-mail account, please let him know your address beforehand so he can unblock it. Dr. Nikkel’s email address is 
" 

david.nikkel@uncp.edu. 



SCHEDULE
WEEK
TOPIC(S)



READINGS (from Gill—include associated Analyzes and Critiques of Extract readings)
1.  Aug.20
Introduction



INTRODUCTION
2.  Aug. 27
Sources & Resources


INTRODUCTION 

     Sept. 1        Holiday–Labor Day
3.  Sept. 3*
Sources & Resources; Methods
Introduction to Methodology; 








Augustine: God’s Foreknowledge and 







Human Free Will; Aquinas: Natural Law
4.  Sept. 8
Methods



Luther: Treatise on Good Works; Extracts







1: Bonhoeffer, 2: Fletcher, 3: Copleston

5.  Sept. 15*
Methods & Approaches

Extracts 4: John Paul II, 5: Fiorenza,







6: Cupitt, 7: Porter; Extract 28: Ware
6.  Sept. 22
Gender Roles, Women’s Rights
Introduction to Politics, Economics, and








Justice; Augustine: The Earthly and








Heavenly Cities; Aquinas: On Princely








Government; Luther: Trade and Usury

7.  Sept. 29*
Political & Economic Justice

Extracts 8: Barth, 9: Berdyaev, 








10: Niebuhr

8.  Oct. 6
Church-State Issues


Extracts 11: Temple, 12: John XXIII,







13: Miranda, 14: Hollenbach

     Oct. 10
Fall Break
9.  Oct. 13*
War & Peace



Introduction to War and Peace; Augustine:







The Just War; Aquinas: War, Christians, and








the Clergy; Luther: Whether Soldiers, too, Can Be Saved
10.  Oct. 20
Crime; Capital Punishment

Extracts 15: Welty, 16: Ramsey, 







17: American Bishops, 18: Hauerwas

11. Oct. 27*
The Environment


Introduction to the Environment; Augustine:







The Literal Meaning of Genesis; Luther:








Commentary on Genesis 1:26-31
12. Nov. 3
The Environment (Continued)
Extracts 21: White, 22: Gregorios, 







23: Abraham, 24: Clark, 25: McFague
13.  Nov. 10*
Sexuality Issues


Introduction to Human Life and 








Interpersonal Relationships; Aquinas:








Fornication and Marriage; Extracts 27:









Quaker Group, 29: Paul VI 


14.  Nov. 17
Biomedical Issues


Augustine: Suicide; Extracts 26: Kung,







30: Cahill

15.  Nov. 24
Racial Issues



Luther: On the Jews and Their Lies
       Nov. 26-28
Thanksgiving Break

 

16. Dec. 1*      Racial Issues (Continued)

Extracts 31: WCC, 32: Ruether


Conclusion

*Journals collected at end of week.

