 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RELIGION 3270 - HISTORY OF WESTERN RELIGIOUS THOUGHT
FALL 2007

DR. DAVID NIKKEL
MWF 9:00-9:50 a.m.                                                                                       308 Education Center

DESCRIPTION: An overview of Western religious thought from antiquity through the eighteenth century.  The religious dimensions of ancient Greek philosophy, developments in Christian, Jewish, and Islamic theology, as well as reformulations and skeptical responses of the Enlightenment, are covered.  

FORMAT: Most class sessions will feature discussion and lecture.  Students should feel free to interrupt with questions or comments at any time.  Student presentations of their research, buzz groups, and occasional videos will complement discussion and lecture.  Completing assigned readings before class is essential for success in this course.

REQUIRED TEXTS:

Handout from The Influence of Greek Ideas on Christianity, by Edwin Hatch

The Christian Theology Reader, 2nd edition, edited by Alister E. McGrath

REQUIREMENTS: 1) Class attendance and participation  2) Midterm essay examination, October 12  3) a research paper of at least ten pages on a topic, thinker, or movement, standard 12-font size and margins.  Turn in two copies.  Avoid internet websites.  Guidelines for citations will be distributed. Each student will be paired with another class member, who will read the first draft of your paper, typing in corrections, comments, and suggestions, to be followed by proofreading by the instructor, before completing the final draft.  A tentative bibliography is due October 5, while the first draft is due October 25. Each student will summarize their research for the class on dates staggered through the latter part of the semester.  Failure to show up for your class presentation or to submit your bibliography or first draft on time will significantly affect your grade. The final draft of the paper is due the last day of class, November 30.
4) Final essay examination, December 5.

GRADING: 1) Attendance & participation - 25%.  2) Midterm Exam - 20%.  3) Research paper - 25%.  4) Final exam - 30%

ACADEMIC SERVICES: 1) Any student with a documented learning, physical, chronic health, psychological, visual or hearing disability needing academic adjustments is requested to speak directly to Disability Support Services and the instructor, as early in the semester (preferably within the first week) as possible.  All discussions will remain confidential.  Please contact Disability Support Services,  DF Lowry Building, Room 103 or call 910-521-6695.

This publication is available in alternative formats upon request.  Please contact Disability Support Services, DF Lowry Building, 521-6695.

 2) The University Writing Center is available for assistance with any writing assignments, Dial Building – Room 128, (910)521-6168.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: Students have the responsibility to know and observe the UNCP Academic Honor Code.  This code forbids cheating, plagiarism, fabrication of information, and complicity in academic dishonesty.  Violations of the code in this course will subject the student to no credit (0) for the assignment and possible further disciplinary action.  Note that both quoting another’s words or paraphrasing another’s ideas without acknowledgment constitutes plagiarism.  The  University subscribes to an anti-plagiarism internet site, so any uncited outside material in essays will be detected.

OFFICE HOURS: Dr. Nikkel’s daily office hour will be 10-11 a.m., Monday through Friday, Room #315.  Dr. Nikkel will also often be in his office during business hours, except for his other scheduled classes (MWF 11:30-12:20, TR 8:00-9:15 and 12:30-1:45).

The office number is ext. 6892 (910-521-6892) and home number is 910-433-4462.  Dr. Nikkel’s email address is david.nikkel@uncp.edu
SCHEDULE

WEEK

TOPICS




READINGS

Week1


Ancient Greek Thought; 


“Greek & Christian 

Aug. 15-17

Pre-Socratics




Theology,” Lecture VII

Week 2

Ancient Greek Thought;


“Greek & Christian

Aug. 20-24

Socrates & Plato



Theology,” Lecture VIII

Week 3

Ancient Greek Thought;


“Greek & Christian

Aug. 27-31

Aristotle




Theology,” Lecture IX

Sept. 3


HOLIDAY - LABOR DAY
Week 4

Theology & Philosophy;


Reader 1.1-1.4, 1.10, 1.29

Sept. 5-7

Stoicism






Week 5

Sources and Authority



Reader 2.4, 2.6, 2.8, 2.11,

Sept. 10-14

Stoicism; Platonism



2.16-2.17

Week 6

God’s Ultimacy;



Reader 3.1, 3.4,-3.5, 3.22-

Sept. 17-21

Platonism




24, 3.26, 1.13

Week 7

Logos & Trinity;



Reader 1.5-1.6, 3.3, 3.9-3.12,

Sept. 24-28

Origen





3.14-3.18, 3.25

Week 8

Impassibility;




Reader, 3.7-3.8, 3.19-3.21,

Oct. 1-5

Aquinas, Averroes, Avicenna


3.27, 1.11, 4.21

Week 9

Evil;





Reader 3.2, 3.6, 3.13

Oct. 8-12

Review

Oct. 12

MIDTERM EXAM
Week 10

Logos & Christ;



Reader 4.1- 4.9, 4.11- 4.12, 

Oct.15-17

Other Patristics



4.14- 4.19

Oct. 19


FALL BREAK
Week 11

Human Nature;



Reader 6.1-6.21, 6.23

Oct. 22-26

Augustine

Week 12

Salvation from What?;


Reader 5.1-5.18, 5.21

Oct. 29-Nov.1

Anselm & Abelard, Maimonides

Week 13

Salvation & Human Nature;


Reader 6.26-6.40, 6.42-6.43

Nov. 5-9

Protestant Reformers

Week 14

Salvation & the Religions;


Reader 7.2-7.3, 7.5-7.12,

Nov. 12-16

Late Medieval Theology


7.17, 9.1

Week 15

Salvation & Eschatology;


Reader 10.1-10.10 

Nov. 19

Pietism

Nov. 21, 23

THANKSGIVING BREAK
Week 16

The Enlightenment;



Reader 10:11-10.13, 10.16-

Nov. 26-30 

Conclusion & Review



10.17, 6.22

Dec. 5


FINAL EXAM
Wednesday

8:00 - 10:30 a.m.

