 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ADVANCED STUDIES IN EASTERN PHILOSOPHIES AND RELIGIONS

PHILOSOPHY/RELIGION 4500
DR. DAVID NIKKEL

FALL 2011
TR 9:30-10:45 a.m.

101 Sampson Building
Description: This course offers in-depth analysis of Eastern (Asian) philosophies/religions/ways of life, based on the reading of primary Hindu, Buddhist, Taoist, and Confucian texts.  Jainism, Sikhism, and Shinto also receive coverage.  Comparison of Eastern and Western understandings of the nature of religion, philosophy, ultimate reality, and the human condition and destiny is included.

Required Texts:  


Hindu Myths – editor, Wendy Doniger

The Upanishads – translators, S. Prabhavananda and F. Manchester

The Bhagavad Gita – translator, Barbara Stoler Miller

Buddhist Scriptures – editor, Edward Conze

The Tao te Ching – translator, Stephen Mitchell
Format: 1) Normally a part of each class session will be devoted to lecture.  Questions, comments, and discussion are encouraged anytime during lectures.  2) Small group and whole class discussion on the assigned reading.  3) Some audio-visuals.

Requirements: 1) Attendance and participation.  This includes turning in at least one question per week on an assigned reading. Failure to turn in questions will result in significant downgrading for this requirement. Checking for class e-mails is another aspect of your class participation.


Upon prior written notification, a student is allowed up to two excused absences to observe a religious holiday. A student who believes that they have been unreasonably denied an educational benefit due to their religious beliefs or practices may seek redress through the student grievance process. As is the case for all excused absences, students are responsible for material covered during missed class sessions. 

2) A mid-term exam on October 6.

3) A research paper on an Eastern concept, practice, or school/sect.  In addition to well-researched description and analysis, your paper should also include evaluation of your topic--what is true, valid, or helpful and/or false, invalid, or harmful in your judgment.  Do give reasons for your judgments, whether scholarly or based upon your own religious convictions.  Evidence of awareness of how your upbringing in a (religious) worldview may be affecting your evaluations of other ways will be a plus.  Each student will summarize their paper in class.

You should aim to use five or more different sources (if you cannot find at least three, definitely pick another topic), mostly published books and articles.  A number of these sources should be recent.  All material from a source should be specifically cited, i.e., by page numbers, even if you put it in your own words (except for common knowledge).  Anytime you use a source’s wording—even a few words, you should use quotation marks.  NOTE: It is not proper to cite material with only a general bibliography or reference page—this does not tell from which of your sources you got a particular idea or fact.  Failure to properly cite your sources will significantly affect your grade.

Each student will be paired with another class member, who will read the first draft of your paper, typing in suggestions, comments, and corrections, to be followed by proofreading by the instructor, before completing the final draft. A tentative bibliography is due September 27, while the first draft is due October 27. Failure to show up for your class presentation or to submit your bibliography or first draft on time will significantly lower your grade. The final draft is due the last day of class, December 1.
Formats for citations: Footnotes, endnotes, or in-text references are acceptable.

Footnotes or endnotes

 Author, Title [,Trans. (By) Translator] (City: Publisher, Year), p. (age) number or pp. numbers. [examples, p. 72, pp. 62-65].

 Erica Wong, Fear of Frying: Wok Cooking Made Easy, Trans.  Joachim Wunderlich (Chicago: Full Court Press, (1989), p. 119.

 Author, “Article Title,” Journal Volume Number (Month Year): Page Number(s) OR in Anthology [continue as with book above].

 Reginald Sedgewick, “Sex and the Overweight Hippopotamus,” Journal of Mammalian Studies 35 (July 1986): 222-26.

 Ann Jemima, The Importance of a Regular Feeding Schedule,” in The Failed Lion Tamer, ed.  Claude Bottoms (Possum Hollow, KY: Hard Cider Press, 1979), pp. 32, 44-47.

The second time you cite a source you may use just the author’s last name and the page number(s).

In text references:


(Author Last Name: page numbers(s)) E.g.; (Jones:317-19)

Then at the end, include a reference page that includes all the information of a 


footnote or endnote – minus the page number(s).  This reference page should be


organized alphabetically by last name.


If you use more than one work by the same author:



(Author Last Name Year: page number(s))    E.G.; (Ling 1993:25)

Turn in 2 copies, double-spaced typed, one-inch margins.  Suggested length, minimum of 10 pages. 

4) A final exam on Tuesday, December 6, 8:00-10:30 a.m.

Grading: 1) Attendance and participation – 25%  2) Mid-term exam – 20%  3) Research essay – 25%,  4) Final exam – 30%.

Academic Services: Any student with a documented learning, physical, chronic health, psychological, visual or hearing disability needing academic adjustments is requested to speak directly to Disability Support Services and the instructor, as early in the semester (preferably within the first week) as possible.  All discussions will remain confidential.  Please contact Disability Support Services,  DF Lowry Building, Room 103 or call 910-521-6695. 
This publication is available in alternative formats upon request.  Please contact Disability Support Services, DF Lowry Building, 521-6695.

 2) The University Writing Center is available for assistance with any writing assignments, Dial Building–Room128, (910)521-6168.

Academic Dishonesty: Students have the responsibility to know and observe the UNCP Academic Honor Code.  This code forbids cheating, plagiarism, fabrication of information, and complicity in academic dishonesty.  Violations of the code in this course will subject the student to no credit (0) for the assignment and possible further disciplinary. Note that both quoting another’s words or paraphrasing another’s ideas without acknowledgment constitutes plagiarism.  The  University subscribes to anti-plagiarism internet sites, so any uncited outside material in papers or exams will be detected.

Office Hours: Dr. Nikkel’s daily office hours will be 10-11 a.m. MWF and 10:45-11:45 a.m. TR, Sampson Building, Room #113.  Dr. Nikkel will also often be in his office during business hours, except for his other scheduled class (MWF 11:15-12:05).  The office number is ext. 6892 (910-521-6892) and home number is 910-433-4462.  Dr. Nikkel’s e-mail address is david.nikkel@uncp.edu. If you want to communicate with Dr. Nikkel from a .com e-mail account, please let him know your address beforehand so he can unblock it.
SCHEDULE
Date

Topic





Readings
Aug. 18
Introduction

Aug. 23
Introduction



Myths #70-71 (gods & demons), #1-8 (creation)









Aug. 25 
Introduction



Myths #9-12 (creation), #14b, 28, 73 (Indra), 30 (Agni)


Aug. 30
Hinduism



Myths
#35, 37-41, 43, 45-46 (Shiva)
Sept. 1

Hinduism



Myths) #47-54, 56-58 (Vishnu)

Sept. 6

Hinduism



 Myths #59, 61-63 (Vishnu), #64-69 (Devi – Goddess)

Sept. 8

Video: India and the Infinite

Upanishads, pp. 13-34
Sept. 13
Hinduism



Upanishads, pp. 34-51

Sept. 15
Hinduism



Upanishads, pp. 52-78
Sept. 20
Jainism



Upanishads, pp. 79-89, 110-128

Sept. 22
Jainism



Bhagavad Gita, Chs. 1-4
Sept. 27 
Sikhism



Bhagavad Gita, Chs. 5-8


Tentative Bibliography Due
Sept. 29
Sikhism



Bhagavad Gita, Chs. 9-12
Oct. 4

Review



Bhagavad Gita, Chs. 13-18
Oct. 6


MID-TERM EXAM










Oct. 11

Buddhism



Scriptures, pp. 19-45
Oct. 13



Fall Break


Oct. 18

Buddhism



Scriptures, pp. 45-70
Oct. 20

Buddhism



Scriptures, pp. 70-97
Oct. 25

Video: Principles & Practices            Scriptures, pp. 98-121





of Zen I

Oct. 27
  
Video: Principles & Practices
Scriptures, pp. 121-144



of Zen II


Research Paper Draft Due
Nov. 1

Buddhism



Scriptures, pp. 145-171
Nov. 3

Buddhism



Scriptures, pp. 171-197
Nov. 8

Shinto

            

Scriptures, pp. 197-217
Nov. 10
Shinto




Scriptures, pp. 221-242

Nov. 15
Confucianism



Selections from the Analects
Nov. 17
Confucianism



Tao te Ching, Book I, Chs. 1-18
Nov. 22
Video: Taoism



Tao te Ching, Book I, Chs. 19-37

Nov. 24


Holiday—Thanksgiving
Nov. 29
Taoism




Tao te Ching, Book II, Chs.38-59






Dec. 1

Conclusion; Review


Tao te Ching, Book II. Chs. 60-81
Research Paper Final Draft Due 








Dec. 6

Final Exam
Tues.

8:00-10:30 a.m.


