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Nature:  This course delves into the interaction between religion and culture, the roles and functions each plays in relation to the other.  Culture, which can be defined as everything humans do that is not strictly individual or instinctual, is of course an extremely broad topic.  In distinction from the related area of “religion and society,” religion and culture typically focuses more on intellectual, existential, philosophical, aesthetic, and theological meaning than on the political, economic, and social facets of human communities.  The course will deal with both general theories about the relationship between religion and culture as well as specific interactions between the two.  In terms of the specific, in order to narrow this broad field of religion and culture, the primary focus will be visual art, examining painting through Western history as well as contemporary film.


Relative to the General Education Program at UNCP, this course will broaden the student’s vision and increase appreciation for the diversity of human culture, as the student develops oral and written communication capabilities, critical thinking skills, and knowledge of the history of religious ideas in interaction with the fine arts.


As a Writing Enriched class, this section will devote significant time to improving student writing through the processes of writing and critique of writing.

Format:  While some time will be devoted to lecture, class discussion of the readings and movies will occupy most of the class time.  So staying current with assigned readings and movies is essential for success in this course.  Analysis of paintings will also happen for most weeks of the course, while summaries of student research papers will be scheduled for later in the semester. Also, some class time will be devoted to peer response critique of research papers.
Required Texts:  Theology of Culture by Paul Tillich



      Seeing and Believing:  Religion and Values in the Movies 
by Margaret Miles

Course Requirements:  1) Attendance and participation in discussions.  Quizzes will occur to encourage reading and film watching. Your undivided attention to class discussions and viewings is expected. Missing a class scheduled for research paper peer response will count three times as much as missing a regular class. Checking for class e-mails is another aspect of your class participation.

Upon prior written notification, a student is allowed up to two excused absences to observe a religious holiday. A student who believes that they have been unreasonably denied an educational benefit due to their religious beliefs or practices may seek redress through the student grievance process. As is the case for all excused absences, students are responsible for material covered during missed class sessions. 

2) A research paper on a topic in religion and culture, including an oral summary to the class.  Minimum recommended length: 7 standard type-written pages.

A tentative bibliography is due on September 9 and a first draft by October 10. An electronic copy (please use your Bravemail account if e-mailed) as well as a hard copy should be turned in. This draft will be read by one other student and by the instructor for comments. The class presentations will be scheduled at staggered times during the semester. Failure to show up for your class presentation or to submit your bibliography or first draft on time will significantly lower your grade. The final draft is due November 28.



3) A take-home essay final exam due on December 9.

Grading:  1) Attendance and participation—50%  2) Research paper—25%  3) Final exam—25%.

Academic Services: Any student with a documented learning, physical, chronic health, psychological, visual or hearing disability needing academic adjustments is requested to speak directly to Disability Support Services and the instructor, as early in the semester (preferably within the first week) as possible.  All discussions will remain confidential.  Please contact Disability Support Services,  DF Lowry Building, Room 103 or call 910-521-6695. 
This publication is available in alternative formats upon request.  Please contact Disability Support Services,  DF Lowry Building, 521-6695.

2) The University Writing Center is available for assistance with any writing assignments, Dial Building–Room 128, (910) 521-6168.

Academic Dishonesty: Students have the responsibility to know and observe the UNCP Academic Honor Code.  This code forbids cheating, plagiarism, fabrication of information, and complicity in academic dishonesty.  Violations of the code will subject the student to failure for the course and further disciplinary action.  Note that either  quoting another’s words or paraphrasing another’s ideas without acknowledgment constitutes plagiarism.  The University subscribes to anti-plagiarism internet sites, so any uncited outside material will be detected.

Office Hours: Dr. Nikkel’s office hours will be 10-11 a.m.  MWF and 10:45-11:45 a.m. TR, Sampson Building, Room #113. Dr. Nikkel will also often be in his office during business hours, except for his other scheduled class (TR 9:30-10:45). The office number is ext. 6892 (910-521-6892) and home number is 910-433-4462.  
If you want to communicate with Dr. Nikkel from a .com e-mail account, please let him know your address beforehand so he can unblock it. Dr. Nikkel’s email address is david.nikkel@uncp.edu
SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND FILMS

Week



Reading Chapters

Films to be Viewed

          (to be Discussed the following week)
1—Aug. 17-19

Miles 1
2—Aug. 22-26

Tillich 1


The Last Temptation of









Christ
3—Aug. 29-Sept. 2

Tillich 2


Jesus of Montreal





Miles 2

      Sept. 5

  Holiday—Labor Day

4—Sept. 7-9


Tillich 3


The Mission





Miles 2 (continued)



Tentative Bibliography due Sept. 9
5—Sept. 12-16

Tillich 4








Miles 3

6—Sept. 19-23

Tillich 5


Not without My Daughter





Miles 3 (cont.)

7—Sept. 26-30

Tillich 6 


Chariots of Fire





Miles 4

8—Oct. 3-7


Tillich 7, pp. 76-91

The Chosen





Miles 4 (cont.)


 Research Paper Draft Due Oct. 10
9—Oct. 10-12*

Tillich 7, pp. 91-105





Miles 4 (cont.) 
      Oct. 14

         Fall Break

10—Oct. 17-21*

Tillich 7, pp. 105-111


The Rapture






Miles 5
11—Oct. 24-28

Tillich 8


The Long Walk Home




Miles 5 (cont.)

12—Oct.. 31-Nov. 4

Tillich 9








Miles 6

13—Nov. 7-11*

Tillich 10


Paris Is Burning





Miles 7

14—Nov. 14-18

Tillich 11




Miles 8

15—Nov. 21


Tillich 12
       Nov. 23-25
Holiday—Thanksgiving Break

       Nov. 28
          Research Paper Final Draft Due
16--Nov. 28-Dec. 2

Tillich 15




Miles 9
FINAL EXAM DUE, Friday, December 9, 10:30 a.m.
*Tentative research paper peer response classes

