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NATURE: This course will serve as an introduction to key, common issues in religious thought, such as the nature of ultimate reality, human nature and ultimate destiny, and how religious people claim to know divine matters through reason and revelation. The course will focus on Judeo-Christian theology, though other perspectives will be treated. It will also pay some attention to the cultural contexts that influence religious thinkers as they formulate questions and offer answers on these inescapable issues.  

Relative to the General Education Program at UNCP, this course will broaden the student’s vision and increase their knowledge of religious value formation and diversity, as the student develops oral and written communication and critical thinking skills and knowledge of the history of religious ideas and literature.

FORMAT: Classes will consist of lectures, class and small group discussions, opinion polls, and videos. Questions, comments, and discussions are encouraged at any time during lectures.  

Reading is vital for class preparation and for success in fulfilling the journal component of the course as well as for success on exams.

REQUIRED TEXTS: Introduction to Christian Theology, Bradley C. Hanson




 Course Packet

REQUIREMENTS: 1) A typewritten journal that outlines the weekly chapter assignments from Hanson. Journals will be collected (on Fridays except for Wednesday, April 4) and reviewed every two or three weeks (* indicates a week a journal installment is due). Failure to turn in a journal installment on time will result in a lower grade.


You have the option to replace one journal installment with the following assignment: Visit a type of worship service with which you are unfamiliar, then write a 3-5 page paper that briefly summarizes the service, highlights whatever religious/theological beliefs you discern in the service, and evaluates the service from a particular religious tradition. Consult with the
instructor if you would like to exercise this option.
2) Class attendance and participation. Class discussion will be crucial for this course. Quizzes on course packet readings will count toward the participation grade in order to facilitate class discussion. All students should be prepared to discuss the “Question of the Week.” 
Each unexcused absence will lower your attendance grade by 2%. Excused absences must be properly documented. Upon prior written notification, a student is allowed up to two excused absences to observe a religious holiday. A Consult with the student who believes that they have been unreasonably denied an educational benefit due to their religious beliefs or practices may seek redress through the student grievance process. Note that even when an absence is excused due to an illness, emergency, extra-curricular activity, or religious holiday, you are still responsible for the content of the class session.  Every two incidents of tardiness or leaving class early will count as one unexcused absence. 

In addition to being passed out in class, handouts will be posted on Blackboard and sent as an e-mail attachment. You should check your Bravemail account regularly for any messages to the class.

3) A midterm (October 14) and a final (December 11) essay examination.

GRADING:
1) Journal – 30%



2) Attendance and participation – 30%



3) Midterm exam – 15%     4) Final exam – 25%




ACADEMIC SERVICES: 1) Any student with a documented learning, physical, chronic health, psychological, visual or hearing disability needing academic adjustments is requested to speak directly to Disability Support Services and the instructor, as early in the semester (preferably within the first week) as possible.  All discussions will remain confidential.  Please contact Disability Support Services, DF Lowry Building, Room 103 or call 910-521-6695. 

This publication is available in alternative formats upon request.  Please contact Disability Support Services, DF Lowry Building, 521-6695.
2) The University Writing Center is available for assistance with any writing assignments, Dial Building—Room 128, (910)521-6168.

3) Tutoring is available by subject with peer tutors who show proficiency in courses and have been trained in effective tutoring strategies.  The tutoring sessions can host up to five students per session.  To get the most effective results students should sign up for tutoring as soon as possible.  Students should also come to tutoring sessions with specific questions prepared regarding course material.  The more consistent the attendance to tutoring sessions, the better students will understand the material and perform at a higher level in class.  Sign up for tutoring in the Center for Academic Excellence office.
4) The Resource Learning Lab offers computer based, self-paced tutoring in basic writing skills from composing sentences, paragraphs, and essays, to addressing common writing problems, basic reading comprehension, and word problem dissection.  These programs are 4 – 8 weeks long and offer non-credit, collectable test performance data on each student during their progression through our programs. The Resource Learning Lab also offers tutoring that improves academic study skills through self-help DVD’s, such as Values and Goals, Time Management, Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving, Active Listening and Note-Taking, Researching, Reading and Writing, and Studying and Test-Taking.  These programs are designed to enhance college-level reading comprehension and writing skills, and to improve the areas where students find they have deficiencies.  The Resource Learning Lab is available to all students, whether right out of high school or non-traditional students needing a refresher.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: Students have the responsibility to know and observe the UNCP Academic Honor Code. This code forbids cheating, plagiarism, fabrication of information, and complicity in academic dishonesty. Violations of the code in this course will subject the student to no credit (0) for the assignment and possible further disciplinary.  

OFFICE HOURS: Dr. Nikkel’s office hours will be 12:10-1:10 p.m. MWF and 10:00-11:00 a.m. TR, Room #113, Sampson Building. Dr. Nikkel will also often be in his office during business hours, except for his other scheduled classes (MWF 10:10-11:00 and TR 11:00-12:15). His office number is ext. 6892 (910-521-6892) and home number, 910-433-4462.  


If you wish to communicate with Dr. Nikkel from a .com e-mail account rather than from Bravemail, please let him know your address beforehand so he can unblock it. Dr. Nikkel’s e-mail address is david.nikkel@uncp.edu
SCHEDULE
Week 1

Hanson, Preface

Jan. 9-13

St. Thomas Aquinas 1, Packet
Jan. 16


Holiday–Marin Luther King, Jr. Day
Week 2

Hanson, Ch. 1

Jan. 18-20


Week 3*

Hanson, Ch. 2
Jan. 23-27

St. Anselm and St. Thomas 2, Packet
Week 4

Hanson, Ch. 3
Jan. 30-Feb. 3

Scriven, Packet



Week 5*

Hanson, Ch. 4
Feb. 6-10

Mitchell, Packet
Week 6

Hartshorne, Packet
Feb. 13-17


Week 7

Hanson, Ch. 5
Feb. 20-24

St. Augustine, Packet
Week 8*

Hanson, Ch. 6
Feb. 27-Mar. 2

Review
MIDTERM EXAM, Fri., Mar. 2

Mar. 5-9

Spring Break

Week 9

Hanson, Ch. 7
Mar. 12-16
Week 10*

Hanson, Ch. 8
Mar. 19-23

Falwell & Evans – Berent
Week 11
 
Hanson, Ch. 9
Mar. 26-30

Luther, Packet
Week 12*
 
 Hanson, Ch. 10
Apr. 2-4
Apr. 6 


Holiday—Good Friday

Week 13

Hanson, Ch. 11
Apr. 9-13

Hick, Packet
Week 14

Hanson, Ch. 12
Apr. 16-20

Graham, Packet
Week 15*

Hanson, Ch. 12


Apr. 23-27 

Conclusion and Review




FINAL EXAM, Friday, May 4, 8:00-10:30 a.m.
