 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RELIGION 3220 – RELIGION AND SCIENCE

SPRING 2011
DR. WM. BRUCE EZELL AND DR. DAVID NIKKEL
MWF 11:30 a.m — 12:20 p.m.                                                       

Sampson 101    

DESCRIPTION: This course will serve as an overview of the interactions of religion and science.  Coverage will include models for the proper relationship between the two, history of their interrelationships, their respective modes of inquiry, relevant modern developments in biology, geology, and physics, and ramifications for the wider culture, including politics.

FORMAT: Most class sessions will feature discussion and lecture.  Students should feel free to interrupt with questions or comments at any time.  Student presentations of their research, buzz groups, and some videos will complement discussion and lecture.  Completing assigned readings before class is essential for success in this course.

TEXTBOOKS: When Science Meets Religion—Ian G. Barbour



   Faith, Science, and Understanding—John Polkinghorne



   Science and Religion: A Historical Introduction—ed. Gary Ferngren


   Am I a Monkey?—Francisco Ayala


 “Panentheism” entry—David Nikkel 
 “The Historical Roots of Our Ecological Crisis”—Lynn White, Jr. 


(www.zbi.ee/~kaszlevi/lwhite.htm)

REQUIREMENTS: 1) Class attendance and participation. Upon prior written notification, a student is allowed up to two excused absences to observe a religious holiday. A student who believes that they have been unreasonably denied an educational benefit due to their religious beliefs or practices may seek redress through the student grievance process. As is the case for all excused absences, students are responsible for material covered during missed class sessions. 

2) Midterm essay examination, March 1  3) a research project and electronic class presentation.  A bibliography is due three weeks before the presentation and notes for your presentation are due a week before. Failure to turn in your bibliography or notes on time or to appear for your scheduled presentation will significantly lower your grade. 

4) Final essay examination, May 6.

GRADING: 1) Attendance & participation - 30%.  2) Midterm Exam - 20%.  3) Research project and presentation - 25%.  4) Final exam - 25%

ACADEMIC SERVICES: 1) Any student with a documented learning, physical, chronic health, psychological, visual or hearing disability needing academic adjustments is requested to speak directly to Disability Support Services and the instructor, as early in the semester (preferably within the first week) as possible.  All discussions will remain confidential.  Please contact Disability Support Services,  DF Lowry Building, Room 103 or call 910-521-6695.
This publication is available in alternative formats upon request.  Please contact Disability Support Services, DF Lowry Building, 521-6695.

2) The University Writing Center is available for assistance with any writing assignments, Dial Building—Room 128, (910)521-6168.
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: Students have the responsibility to know and observe the UNCP Academic Honor Code.  This code forbids cheating, plagiarism, fabrication of information, and complicity in academic dishonesty.  Violations of the code in this course will subject the student to no credit (0) for the assignment and further disciplinary action.  

OFFICE HOURS: Dr. Nikkel’s office hours will be 10-11 a.m. MWF and 11 a.m.-12 noon TR, Sampson Building, Room #113.  Dr. Nikkel will also often be in his office during business hours, except for his other scheduled class (TR 9:30-10:45).  The office number is ext. 6892 (910-521-6892) and home number is 910-433-4462.  Dr. Nikkel’s email address is david.nikkel@uncp.edu.       

Dr. Ezell’s office hours are MWF, 10:30-11-30 a.m., Room #2215, Oxendine Science Building.  His office number is ext. 6421 (910-521-6421).  Dr. Ezell’s e-mail address is william.ezell@uncp.edu. 

SCHEDULE




Topics



Readings

Week 1

Introduction


Barbour, pages 1-22

Jan. 10-14

Models 


Polkinghorne, Chapter 1

Jan. 17


Holiday–Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Week 2

Models


Barbour, pages 23-38

Jan. 19-21

Epistemology                          “The Historiography of Science and









Religion,” Entry 2                








“Scientific Naturalism,” Entry 25







Polkinghorne, pages 78-84

Week 3

Epistemology


Barbour, Chapter 2

Jan. 24-28

Cosmology





Week 4

Epistemology


Polkinghorne, Chapters 2 & 3

Jan. 31-Feb. 4

Ancient History



Week 5

History


“Medieval Science and Religion,” Entry 5

Feb. 7-11





“Early Modern Protestantism,” Entry 9







Polkinghorne, Chapter 9

Week 6

History—19th Century

“Geology and Paleontology,” Entry 14
Feb. 14-18

Geology & Biology

“Charles Darwin,” 16

 






“Evolution,” Entry 17










Ayala, Chapters 1-2
Week 7

Contemporary Developments  “Cosmogonies,” Entry 18
Feb. 21-25


in Evolution

Barbour, Chapter 4








The Politics of Evolution
Ayala, Chapter 3










“The Scopes Trial,” Entry 22
Week 8

The Politics of Evolution
“Creationism Since 1859,” Entry 21
Feb. 28-Mar. 4

Review


Polkinghorne, Chapter 4








Ayala, Chapter 4
MIDTERM EXAM, Fri., Mar. 4
Mar. 7-11

Spring Break
Week 9

Sociobiology &  

Barbour, Chapter 5

Mar. 14-18


Neuroscience

Polkinghorne, pages 95-99







“Gender,” Entry 28







Ayala, Chapter 5

Week 10

Physics: Relativity,

“Physics,” Entry 23
Mar. 21-25

Quantum & Chaos Theories
Barbour, Chapter 3








Polkinghorne, pages 85-89

Week 11
 
Physics (continuted)

Polkinghorne, pages 99-101 & Chapter 6
Mar. 28-Apr. 1
Concepts of God                     “Panentheism” entry






                        Polkinghorne, pages 89-95






                        Ayala, Chapter 6
Week 12
 
Concepts of God

Barbour, Chapter 6

Apr. 4-8

  



Polkinghorne, Chapter 7

Week 13

Ecology


Lynn White, Jr.

Apr. 11-15





“Ecology and the Environment,” Entry 27
Week 14

The Future


Polkinghorne, Chapter 8

Apr. 18-20





“Postmodernism,” Entry 30
Apr. 22

Holiday—Good Friday


Week 15

Conclusion

Apr. 25-29

Review




FINAL EXAM, Friday, May 6, 8:00 a.m.

