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PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION

Fall 2010

DR. DAVID NIKKEL
MWF 11:30 a.m.-12:20 p.m./Sampson Building #132
DESCRIPTION:


Philosophy of religion has traditionally been concerned with what evidence there is for and against traditional Western religious beliefs, such as the existence of God, life after death, the goodness and supreme power of God despite the presence of evil, miracles, and revelation and religious experience.  Philosophy of religion has also considered the proper roles of reason/evidence and faith/authority in religious belief.   This course will consider the above issues of traditional philosophy of religion, as well as look at how philosophy of religion may be changing in light of the growing awareness of non-Western religions and of non-Western and other alternative philosophical approaches.  In applying philosophical methods to the study of religions this course will foster analytical, logical, critical, and creative thinking, as well as proficiency in the synthesis of ideas and in problem solving.

REQUIRED TEXT:

Philosophy of Religion: Selected Readings, 4th edition, edited by Michael Peterson, William
Hasker, Bruce Reichenbach, David Basinger.
FORMAT:  

Much of the class time will be devoted to discussion of articles from the textbook.  Suggested discussion questions will be provided beforehand.  Lectures will provide important background information on the major issues of the course.  There will also be six panel debates on the major issues mentioned in the above course description.

REQUIREMENTS:


1) Each student will be responsible for 12 1-2 page typewritten essays on one of the readings for each week.  (Which readings you are responsible for will normally be assigned alphabetically.)  The essays will be due the class session before the session when the particular reading is to be discussed.  The essays will have two components: a) A summary of the main arguments of the reading.  b) Your position on one of the issues from the reading.  You must give reasons or evidence for your position.  The issue you write about may come from the “Questions for Discussion” handout or from a study question for that reading from the textbook—if that question asks for an opinion rather than a summary of information.


2) Regular attendance and participation in class discussions on the readings and issues.  This is a reading course, so success in the class will depend on keeping current with assignments.  Also, participating in two of the six panels.


3) A take-home final examination consisting of two parts: a) Demonstration of your knowledge of the major arguments for and against traditional Western religious beliefs.  b) An integrative essay that includes the following: What role does philosophic reasoning and evidence play in your religious beliefs or disbeliefs?  Be specific in addressing major issues of the course.  How, if at all, has the course changed your thinking?  If you see evidence and reason as playing little or no part in your religious beliefs, on what basis do you hold that position?  Even if that basis does not include any philosophic arguments, what philosophic arguments could you offer that support the position that reason and evidence are unimportant to religious faith?

GRADING:


The percentage of the course grade of the above requirements are as follows:

1) Essays 40%, 2) Attendance and Participation 30%, 3) Final Examination 30%.
ACADEMIC SERVICES: 1) Any student with a documented learning, physical, chronic health, psychological, visual or hearing disability needing academic adjustments is requested to speak directly to Disability Support Services and the instructor, as early in the semester (preferably within the first week) as possible.  All discussions will remain confidential.  Please contact Disability Support Services, DF Lowry Building, Room 103 or call 910-521-6695.

This publication is available in alternative formats upon request.  Please contact Disability Support Services, DF Lowry Building, 521-6695.

2) The University Writing Center is available for assistance with any writing assignments, Dial Building–Room128, (910)521-6168.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: Students have the responsibility to know and observe the UNCP Academic Honor Code.  This code forbids cheating, plagiarism, fabrication of information, and complicity in academic dishonesty.  Violations of the code in this course will subject the student to no credit (0) for the assignment and possible further disciplinary. 

OFFICE HOURS: Dr. Nikkel’s daily office hour will be 10-11 a.m., Monday through Friday, Room #113, Sampson Building.  Dr. Nikkel will also often be in his office during business hours, except for his other scheduled class (TR 11:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m.).

The office number is ext. 6892 (910-521-6892) and home number, 910-433-4462.  
If you want to communicate with Dr. Nikkel from a .com e-mail account, please let him know your address beforehand so he can unblock it. Dr. Nikkel’s e-mail address is david.nikkel@uncp.edu. 

SCHEDULE

Wed., Aug. 18

Introduction





GOD’S EXISTENCE?
Fri., Aug. 20

The Classical Ontological Argument—Saint Anselm



Critique of Anselm’s Argument—Gaunilo 
Mon., Aug. 23

A Contemporary Modal Version—Alvin Plantinga




Wed., Aug. 25

The Classical Cosmological Argument—Thomas Aquinas

A



The Cosmological Argument—Bruce Reichenbach
Fri., Aug. 27

The Kalam Cosmological Argument—William Lane Craig

B



Critique of the Cosmological Argument—J. L. Mackie 
Mon., Aug 30

The Analogical Teleological Argument—William Paley

A



Critique of the Analogical Teleological Argument—David Hume
Wed., Sept. 1

The Anthropic Teleological Argument—L. S. Betty & B. Cordell
B




Fri., Sept. 3

PANEL ON GOD’S EXISTENCE

Mon., Sept. 6 


Holiday – Labor Day





THE PROBLEM OF EVIL


Wed., Sept. 8

Background Information


Fri., Sept. 10

Evil . . . Against God’s Existence—David Hume


A
Mon., Sept. 13

Best of All Possible Worlds Theodicy—Gottfried Liebniz



Wed., Sept. 15

Evil and Omnipotence—J. L. Mackie




B
Fri., Sept. 17

The Free Will Defense—Alvin Plantinga



A
Mon., Sept. 20

Soul-Making Theodicy—John Hick




B
Wed., Sept. 22

The Evidential Argument from Evil—William Rowe

A
Fri., Sept. 24

PANEL ON EVIL

MIRACLES
Mon., Sept. 27

The Evidence for Miracles is Weak—David Hume


B




  
Wed., Sept. 29

Miracles and Testimony—J. L. Mackie



A



Miracles and Historical Evidence—Richard Swinburne 




RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE


Fri., Oct. 1   

Background Information

Mon., Oct. 4  

Religious Experiences
--St. Teresa of Jesus



B



Religious Experience as Feelings . . . .—William James
Wed, Oct. 6

Religious Experience as Perception of God—William P. Alston
A
Fri., Oct. 8  

Religious Experience as Interpretative Accounts—W. Proudfoot
B
Mon., Oct. 11

Critique of Religious Experience—Michael Martin


A



A Phenomenological Account . . . .—Merold Westphal
Wed., Oct. 13    
PANEL ON MIRACLES AND RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE
Fri., Oct. 15



Fall Break





FAITH AND REASON
Mon., Oct. 18   
Background Information

Wed., Oct. 20    
The Harmony of Reason and Revelation—Thomas Aquinas

B
Fri., Oct. 22  

The Wager—Blaise Pascal





A
Mon., Oct. 25

The Ethics of Belief—W. K. Clifford




B



The Will to Believe—William James

Wed., Oct. 27

Truth Is Subjectivity—Soren Kierkegaard



A
Fri., Oct. 29

The Meaning of Religious Beliefs Is Their Use—D. Z. Phillips      

(under “The Nature of Religion”)

VIDEO

Mon., Nov. 1

The Reformed Objection to Natural Theology—Alvin Plantinga


(under “Knowing God without Arguments”)
Guest Lecture



Wed., Nov. 3  

PANEL ON FAITH AND REASON





RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY
Fri., Nov. 5

The Uniqueness of Religious Doctrines—Paul Griffiths

B
Mon., Nov. 8   
Religious Inclusivism—Karl Rahner




A
Wed., Nov. 10   
Religious Pluralism—John Hick




B
Fri., Nov. 12  

PANEL ON PLURALISM





LIFE AFTER DEATH
Mon., Nov. 15

Background Information





Wed., Nov. 17

The Soul Survives and Functions after Death—H. H. Price

A



Rebirth—Sri Aurobindo (not contiguous)
Fri., Nov. 19  

The Soul Needs a Brain to Function—Richard Swinburne

B
Mon., Nov. 22   
Resurrection of the Person—John Hick
Wed., Nov. 24, Fri. Nov. 26

Thanksgiving Break

Mon., Nov. 29  
Handout   John Perry–A Dialogue on Personal Identity and Immortality
Wed., Dec. 1

PANEL ON IMMORTALITY
Fri., Dec. 3

Conclusion

Fri., Dec. 10

TAKE HOME FINALS DUE


