PSPA 303.01
POLITICAL THOUGHT
SPRING 2009
 

	Dr. Robert Schneider (Professor PSPA)

	Office Hours: (by appointment)

	Office: BA 212

	Voice: 910 521-6445

	E-mail: robert.schneider@uncp.edu


  
 

Required Texts:
Bagby, POLITICAL THOUGHT
Ebenstein, INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL THINKERS
 

Course Description and Objectives
This course is described in the UNCP Catalog as “a study of the historic and conceptual background of political thought from the classical through contemporary political thinkers.” To be more precise, it is the study of the history and methodology of Western political philosophy.
The history of political philosophy in Western civilization has a general continuity from which no single thinker or local movement can be quite cut off. There emerge, however, certain widely separated periods within which the continuity is more pervasive and intensive. Such periods are those from Democritus and Socrates through Aristotle (Ancient Greek), from Abelard through St. Thomas Aquinas and duns Scotus (the medieval Christian Period), from Bacon to Hume (the British Modern Tradition), from Descartes through Leibniz on the Continent at about the same time, and from Kant through Hegel in Germany. Contemporary political thought has and will continue to have such “classic” periods as well. For example, some scholars believe that the period from just after the Civil War to the eve of the Second World War constitutes a “classic” ERA of American Political Thought.
This course will survey the history of political thought (Ancient, Medieval, Modern, and Contemporary) through the examination of selected thinkers who represent both the different eras and the different varieties of thought which have had a profound influence on western political life. For better or for worse, and without your being even the least bit aware of it, these thinkers have also influenced your individual political thinking and your personal situations as a member of modern society. Thus an introductory exposure to the history of western political thought will undoubtedly enable you to be a more thoughtful individual and a more conceptually literate citizen capable of intelligent social and political participation. This course also aims to expose students to the structure and methodology of political thought. Such will not only sharpen the analytical edge in each student’s “kit,” it will also prepare political science majors for the more professional academic and analytic work that await them in their graduate school years and their professional careers. The ability to analyze or critique thought for structure, internal consistency, and systemic implications will be the logical and practical outgrowth of mastering the metaphysical, epistemological, psychological, and meta-ethical components of political thought.
Toward the achievement of this course’s substantive and analytical objectives, the student should expect to contribute a great deal of time and an even greater deal of thought. To a very real extent, this course provides a necessary foundation for any meaningful and knowledgeable analysis of political life and social existence. A political scientist who has no foundation in this historic and conceptual material has no hope of ever having anything important to say or do in their professional life. Indeed, no person can be truly “educated” without a foundation in the subject matter of this course. Why, without this course, you might just as well “drive a truck instead!”
Apply the full array of your analytical and conceptual abilities to this course and have fun!
COURSE OUTLINE
 

	Jan 6
	Introduction to Course

	Jan 8 
	Introduction to the Greeks (handout)

	Jan 13 
	Introduction to Socrates and Plato (pp. 2-23 Bagby) 

	Jan 15 
	Plato (pp.1-57 Ebenstein)

	Jan 20-22 
	Aristotle (pp. 58-98 Ebenstein, pp. 25-49 Bagby)

	Jan 27 – 29
	St. Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas (pp.99-142 Ebenstein)

	Feb 3
	Review)

	Feb 5
	EXAM I 

	Feb 10-12 
	Machiavelli (pp. 143-161 Ebenstein, 48-65 Bagby)

	Feb 17-19 
	Hobbes (pp.162-186 Ebenstein, 66-83 Bagby)

	Feb 24-26
	Locke (PP.187-214, Bagby 85-111)

	Mar 2-6 
	Semester Break

	Mar 9-11 
	Rousseau (214-244 Ebenstein, 112-147 Bagby)

	Mar. 16
	EXAM II 

	Mar 18
	Mill (pp.254-291 Ebenstein, 148-167 Bagby)

	Mar 23-25 
	Marx (pp. 292-319 Ebenstein, 188-214 Bagby)

	Mar.30-Apr. 1 
	Professor’s Presentation on American Political Thought

	Apr. 6
	GROUP ONE: Presentations

	Apr. 8 
	GROUP TWO: Presentations

	Apr. 13 
	GROUP THREE: Presentations

	Apr. 15
	GROUP FOUR: Presentations 

	Apr. 20-22 
	Review and Evaluation

	 
	FINAL EXAM 


  

EXAMS-There will be three essay exams given in this class. The date for each is listed above. There will be no makeup exams except in rare and genuine emergency situations.
GROUP REPORTS-Each student will participate in one of four research groups and prepare for oral presentation a group report (written and oral) on some aspect of contemporary political thought. Each group will select one of the four eras of Political thought discussed in this class (Ancient Greek, Christian Medieval, Modern, and American).  The members of each group will write different papers on thinkers representing the era selected by the group.  These must be papers on thinkers other than those discussed in class or included in class readings. Style sheets for the papers will be handed out in class along with instructions for each group as they prepare their class presentations.  Due dates for this assignment are listed below:

February 3: This assignment will be handed out and discussed in class.
February 10: Each student will choose the group in which they will participate
March 11: Each group will provide professor with bibliography of materials to be read and outline of class presentation with specific responsibilities for each student in the group.
Apr. 6-15: Group presentations are scheduled with each group handing in written reports on date their topic is discussed in class

ATTENDANCE-Class attendance is mandatory. This is one course in which a single missed class can put a student significantly behind, and catching up on your own will not work because none of you have the background necessary to master the course material on your own. The classes will augment your readings and clarify them for you. Much of what is important will be difficult to understand without the interpretive aids provided in class.
READING ASSIGNMENTS--All reading assignments should be completed before the class period in which they are scheduled for discussion. The reading consists of both standard textbook material and selections from some original works. You will find some of the material difficult to comprehend until we have discussed it in class, but be sure to read it ahead of time so you can get the most out of each class period. Follow the simple steps listed below to get the most out of your course reading. These simple steps are rarely a matter of habit with students today, but they should be.
1. Read all assignments carefully.
2. Write about what you read. Take good notes on your reading
3. Think about what you read. 
4. Reread each assignment. 
SEMESTER GRADES
A total of 100 points will be offered throughout the semester. They will be assigned and translated into letter grades for the semester
as follows:
	EXAM I
	20 points

	EXAM II 
	20 points

	Group Reports
	30 points

	FINAL EXAM
	20 points

	PARTICIPATION 
	10 points

	TOTAL 
	100 points


 

	90-100 =
	A - to A

	80-89 = 
	B - to B+ 

	70-79 =
	C - to C+

	60-69 =
	D

	Below 60
	F


QUESTIONS
If you have questions about course material or requirements etc., feel free to come by the office and ask. Also, you may always contact my by E-mail to discuss the course etc. Both my office hours and E-mail address are on the front page of this syllabus.

Have a Productive and Fun Semester!!!

Suggested Readings (Use this list as a source for group research and student papers)

Arendt, Hannah.  The Human Condition.

Aristotle.  The Politics.

________.  Nicomachean Ethics.

St. Augustine.   City of God.

________.  Confessions.

Burke, Edmund.  Reflections on the Revolution in France.  


Calvin, John.  Institutes of Christian Religion.

Cicero.  The Republic.

________.  “On Duties.”

Dewey, John.  Liberalism and Social Action.

________.  The Public and Its Problems.

Foucault, Michel.  Discipline and Punish.

Freud.  Sigmund.  Civilization and Its Discontents. 

Habermas, Jürgen.  Theory of Communicative Action.

________.  Between Facts and Norms.

Hegel, G.W.F.  The Philosophy of History.

________.  Phenomenology of Spirit.

________.  Philosophy of Right.

Heidegger, Martin.  Being and Time.

________.  The Question Concerning Technology.

________.  “The Origin of the Work of Art.”

Hobbes, Thomas. Leviathan.

Hooker, Richard.  The Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity.

Horkheimer, Max, and  Adorno, Theodore. The Dialectic of Enlightenment. 

Hume, David.  Treatise on Human Nature.

Kant, Immanuel.  The Critique of Practical Reason.

________.  “Perpetual Peace.”

________.  “What is Enlightenment?”

________.  “Idea for a Universal History with a Cosmopolitan Intent.”

________.  “Theory and Practice.”

Locke, John.  Two Treatises of Government.

________.  “A Letter Concerning Toleration.”

________. An Essay Concerning Human Understanding.

Luther, Martin.  “The Freedom of a Christian.”

Machiavelli, Niccolo.  The Prince.

________.  The Discourses.

Madison,  James, et. al., The Federalist Papers.

Marx, Karl.  “The Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844.”

________.  “The German Ideology.”

________.  “The Comunist Manifesto.”

________.  Capital, Vol. I.

Mill,  John Stuart.  “On Liberty.”

________.  “Representative Government.”

________.  “Utilitarianism.”

________.  “On the Subjection of Women.”

Milton, John.  Areopagitica.

Montesquieu.  The Spirit of the Laws.

________.  Persian Letters.

More, Thomas.  Utopia.

Nietzsche, Friedrich.  Thus Spoke Zarathustra.

________.  Beyond Good and Evil.

________.  On the Genealogy of Morals.

Paine, Thomas.  The Rights of Man.

Pascal, Blaise.  Pensées.

Plato.  The Apology.

________.  Crito.

________. The Republic.

________.  Gorgias.

________.  Laws

Rawls, John.  A Theory of Justice.

________.  Political Liberalism.

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques.  The First and Second Discourses.

________.  Emile.

________.  Social Contract.

Smith, Adam.  The Theory of Moral Sentiments.

________.  The Wealth of Nations.

Sophocles.  “Antigone.”

________.  “Oedipus the King.”

________.  “Electra.”

Spinoza, Benedict de.  A Theologico-Political Treatise.

Thucydides.  History of the Peloponnesian War.  

Tocqueville, Alexis de.  Democracy in America.

________.  The Old Regime and the French Revolution.

Vico, Giambattista.  The New Science. 

 Weber, Max.  The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.

Wollstonecraft, Mary.  A Vindication of the Rights of Women.



