Minutes
Meeting of the Academic Affairs Committee

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 at 3:30 p.m.

UC 213

Committee Members Present:

Tim Altman

Robert Brown

Judy Curtis – Chair, Enrollment Management Subcommittee
Jose D’Arruda 

Holden Hansen - Chair, Curriculum Subcommittee
Charles Harrington – Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
Zoe Locklear - Secretary in Rotation
Ramin Maysami - Chair
John Parnell

Maria Pereira

Nathan Phillippi

Jeremy Sellers – Chair, General Education Subcommittee
Chris Ziemnowicz - Chair, Academic Support Services Subcommittee
Committee Members Absent:

None – all members in attendance
Guests:

Mihwa Choi

Swannee Dickson

Leah Fiorentino
Patrick Hannigan

Ann Horton-Lopez

Mordechai Inbari
Rachel McBroom

David Nikkel

David Oxendine

James Robinson
Sara Simmons

Karen Stanley

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m.

II. Approval of the Minutes of the November 18, 2009 Meeting – The minutes were approved as presented.
III. Approval of the Agenda – The agenda was approved with one edit on page 41, item 12.3 -  the letter “o” is missing from the word “Philosophy” and a notation that on page 6, item #3 – Proposal from the Department of Foreign Languages, 3.1:  Change course number and code for SPN 4510:  Study Abroad is to be considered as a minor proposal.
IV. Report from the Chair – The Chair reported that he has requested every department (through respective department chairs) to submit the list of courses which meet one or more of the diversity criteria approved by the Senate in its February 2009 meeting.  He will compile the list for inclusion in the 2010-2011 catalog. 
V. Reports from Subcommittees:

1. Academic Support Services Subcommittee – Chris Ziemnowicz, Chair

The Chair reported that the Library is asking for proposals/requests for the purchase of books and other documents to be purchased with current funds.  Also, the Subcommittee is collaborating with the Student Support Services Committed on developing a grant proposal.

2. Enrollment Management Subcommittee – Judy Curtis, Chair

The Chair reported that Vice-Chancellor Jackie Clark presented enrollment figures from the Spring 2009 and Spring 2010 semesters indicating an increase for the 2010 enrollment.  Also, the minimum high school GPA for admissions was increased from 2.2 to 2.3 effective January 14, 2010.  The minimum admissions GPA will be increased to 2.5 for the Fall 2011 semester.
3. General Education Subcommittee – Jeremy Sellers, Chair

No report.

4. Curriculum Subcommittee – Holden Hansen, Chair

The Chair reported that proposals 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7 are all minor proposals which were approved by the Curriculum Subcommittee at its most recent meeting and do not need Academic Affairs and Senate votes. 

1. Proposal from the Department of Social Work
2. Proposal from the Department of Mathematics

3. Proposal from the Department of Foreign Languages

4. Proposal from the Department of Chemistry and Physics

5. Proposal from the World Studies Minor (Study Abroad)

6. Proposal from the School of Education Professional Leadership Program:  Master of Arts in Teaching
The Proposal passed unanimously with the minor correction that on page 15 the word “Geography” will be deleted from the courses listed in the Academic Specialization since the list does not include any Geography courses.
7. Proposal from the Department of Health, PE, and Recreation
(See above statement regarding this Proposal.)

8. Proposal from the Department of English and Theatre
The Proposal passed unanimously.

9. Proposals from the Department of Biology

The Proposal passed unanimously.

10. Proposals from the School of Business Department of Economics, Finance and Decision Sciences

The Proposal passed unanimously.
11. Proposal from the Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies Degree
The Proposal passed with one abstention.  (A misprint was noted that on page 31, all words should be deleted as follows:  “SOC 3750 – Death and Dying (probably can do without this so that we keep track credits at 15.”)
12. Proposals from the Department of Philosophy and Religion

The Proposals passed unanimously with minor typo corrections on page 43 in the titles of 3 courses:  REL 3025 (FUNDAMENTALISMS), REL 3180 (LITERATURE), and REL 3370 (LITERATURE).
13. Proposals from the School of Education Professional Education Programs:  Elementary Education Program

The Proposals passed with one vote in opposition.
14. Proposal from the School of Business Department of Management, Marketing and International Business

The Proposal passed unanimously.
15. Proposals from the School of Education Master of Arts in Teaching:  Art Education
The Proposals passed unanimously.
16. Proposal from the Department of History
The proposal passed unanimously with one typo correction on page 63 with the removal of the letter “P” and the insertion of an “X” following the word “MODIFICATION”.
VI. Announcements

(Note:  see agenda for important information regarding the remainder of the Committee meetings.)

Holden Hansen reported that the Curriculum Committee is working on potential modifications to the curriculum forms to streamline and further simplify these documents.  The Committee is also in conversation with the Governance Committee regarding possible changes in the approval processes for specific curriculum proposals, again, with a goal for simplification.  Depending on the outcome of these discussions, respective proposals may be presented at a future Senate meeting.
Chairman Maysami reported that the report from the Academic Affair’s General Education Task Force regarding Gen Ed procedures would be forthcoming. 

Also, all faculty members will have the opportunity to complete a survey to voice their opinion about the Freshmen Seminar course (FRS 1000) as currently taught.
Sara Simmons thanked the Committee for supporting her request that the minutes from the Academic Affairs meetings reflect course curriculum proposals passed for better record keeping.

VII. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 4:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Zoe W. Locklear

Secretary in Rotation
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