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Faculty Senate Minutes

Wednesday January 7, 2009 @ 3:30 pm

213 Chavis University Center

Anthony Curtis, Chair

Beverly Justice, Secretary

Members:

Allen C. Meadors, Chancellor, Ph.D., FACHE

Charles F. Harrington, Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
	To 2011
	To 2010
	To 2009

	ART Holden Hansen
	ART Susan Whitt
	ART Tim Altman

	EDN Danny Davis
	EDN Beverly Justice
	EDN Susan Edkins

	LET Enrique Porrua
	LET Liliana Wendorff
	LET Anthony Curtis

	NSM Lee Phillips
	NSM Maria Pereira
	NSM Leon Jernigan

	SBS Ottis Murray
	SBS Ramin Maysami
	SBS John Parnell

	At-Large Michael Alewine
	At-Large Jamie Litty 
	At-Large Weston Cook 

	At-Large Judy Curtis 
	At-Large Robert Brown
	At-Large Sherry Edwards

	At-Large Mitu Ashraf 
	At-Large Tulla Lightfoot
	At-Large Jose D’Arruda 


Members present:  Ottis Murray, Jamie Litty, Susan Whitt, Beverly Justice, Liliana Wendorff, Michael Alewine, Ramin Maysami, Tim Altman, Susan Edkins, Danny Davis, John Parnell, Tulla Lightfoot, Holden Hansen, Judy Curtis, Lee Phillips, Enrique Porrua, Anthony Curtis, Robert Brown, Sherry Edwards, Maria Pereira, Dr. Meadors, Dr. Harrington
Guests:   Cindy Saylor, Sara Simmons, Liz Normandy, Leah Fiorentino, Kathleen Hilton,  Sara Brackin, Hannah Simpson, Bob Orr, Martin Slann, Mary Helen Walker, Janet Taylor, Mary Russell, Kelly Cheek, Elinor Foster, Wade Allen, Joshua Malcolm, Meki Jacobs Graham, Beverly King
Order of Business

A. Roll Call 

B. Adoption of Agenda   

C. Approval of Minutes of the December 3 meeting
A motion to change the wording in the report from the Faculty and Institutional Affairs Committee (Section F.(2)) was made and passed unanimously.  The motion was to replace the word “miscommunication” with “noncommunication” in paragraph one.  
The minutes were then approved unanimously.

D. Reports from Administration

a. Chancellor Meadors
Dr. Meadors presented a slideshow illustrating how UNCP compares to other regional universities (peer institutions).  This information was compiled by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES).  He pointed out that none of these institutions match us in regard to our rural location and that these were not comparisons we really wanted.  However, UNCP faired well in most categories, particularly in respect to tuition.  UNCP’s tuition was lower than all other schools.  He also announced the A.D. reception tonight.
b. Provost Harrington

Dr. Harrington began his report by referencing the e-mail letter to faculty from Dr. Meadors.  He also announced forthcoming faculty forums regarding budget concerns, as well as a meeting of the Chairs Council.  The first round of awards has been given to eight faculty members from the Department of Education grant, totaling $30 thousand dollars.  As part of the Administration’s response to the Resolution passed by Faculty Senate in December, a task force has been formed to study the benefits, rights and privileges of part-time and contingent faculty.  Dr. Hilton is chairing this group.  A second task force has been formed to study intellectual property and copyright matters.  Carmen Calabrese is chairing this group.  GA will be presented with several new academic programs for approval.  These include a B.S. in Geo-Environmental Studies, a B.A. in Asian Studies, a BFA in Studio Art, a BFA in Media Integration Studies, a M.Ed. in Special Education, a M.Ed. in Birth to Kindergarten Education, an M.A. in Instructional Design and Technology (collaborative with ECU), an Ed.D. in Educational Leadership (collaborative with ECU) and a DPT in Physical Therapy.
c.  CIO Bob Orr
Bob Orr reported on the completed project on the campus telephone system, noting the system is now up to date on current technology.  The process of unified messaging will also be rolled out this spring.  This is a Microsoft program that will allow voicemail messages to roll into e-mail inboxes.  An edict has also been issued by the governor regarding the use of encryption software.  All laptop computers purchased in the future may have this software.  For faculty, this means data cannot be retrieved if a password is forgotten.  The refreshing of computers is being established for faculty on the list this spring.  The process for handling Blackboard course requests has been outgrown.  DoIT is hopeful that this process can be handled by a tie-in with Banner in the future.  The task force studying options for learning platforms will have a report coming to Faculty Senate soon.
d.  University Counsel Joshua Malcolm
Joshua Malcolm presented the Senate with a copy of the Policy Statement and Protocol on Accessibility of Videos for Hearing Impaired Students for clarification.  He gave a brief history of the policy, which dates back to the 2004-05 academic year.  Formal complaints were filed with the Office of Civil Rights by a student who alleged a video shown in class was inaccessible to the hearing impaired.  The complaints were unsubstantiated and the University was found to be in compliance.  Mary Helen Walker and Kelly Cheek were called upon for their expertise.  After some discussion, clarification was reached.  There must be equal access to videos for all students.  The protocol outlines several options to achieve this.
E. Reports from Operations Committees
(1)  Executive Committee

No report.
(2) Committee on Committees and Elections

Susan Edkins announced persons interested in seeking candidacy for Faculty Senate Chair or Secretary should contact her.  Elections for these positions will be conducted in the near future.
(3) Faculty Governance Committee

No report.
(4) Health, Safety, and Environment Committee

No report.

F. Reports from Standing Committees
(1)  Academic Affairs Committee

No report.
(2)  Faculty and Institutional Affairs Committee
No report.
(3) Student Affairs and Campus Life Committee
No report.
G. Other Committee Reports  

(1) Faculty Assembly

No report.
(2) Teacher Education Committee
No report.

(3)  Graduate Council

Dr. Simmons reported the last meeting of 2008 was held on November 17.  Two departments nominated faculty members for Graduate Faculty status, and the three nominees were approved.  A curriculum proposal from the Master of Arts in English Education Program for a new concentration was approved.  Graduate Program Directors and the School of Graduate Studies are continuing to focus on promoting graduate programs and recruiting prospective students.  The Graduate Council appreciates the allocations for marketing graduate programs that have been provided by the Chancellor and Provost.  Graduate Assistantships, supported by funding from the Office of Academic Affairs, provide opportunities for programs to recruit full-time graduate students.  For fall 2008, approximately 750 graduate students were enrolled.  Ninety-four students completed degree requirements for graduation in December 2008.  As of this date, the Graduate Office has admitted 156 new students for the spring 2009 semester.  Factoring in the small number of students who withdrew from their graduate programs or who were dismissed from the Graduate School for receiving a grade of “F”, there is a net gain of approximately 50 students.
(4) Faculty Grievance Committee

No report.
H. Special Reports
(1) UNC Tomorrow

No report.

(2) SACS Reaccreditation
Liz Normandy distributed a sample of the Faculty Roster Form and asked that requests for information be submitted.  The requests are for faculty hired since 2000.  Courses taught by a faculty member need to match the academic degree.  Failure to submit information after two requests will result in the faculty member’s name being submitted to chairs and deans.  The compliance document is about 80% complete and the QEP document is about 50% complete.  A team is being put together that will oversee submission of hundreds of electronic documents.
I.  Unfinished Business

None
J.  New Business

None
K.  Announcements

Sherry Edwards announced the upcoming Social Work Open House on January 16th.  The morning session will focus on student recruitment and will be held in the D.F. Lowry building.  The afternoon session will celebrate the Child Welfare Collaborative and will be held in the UC Annex.
Lee Phillips announced the Student Research Symposium to be held in the UC Annex on April 6, 2009.  An ad calling for abstracts will be published in the upcoming Pineneedle.
L.  Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 4:40 pm.







