Minutes
Health, Safety and Environment Committee

Dial Building Room 239

3:30- January 23, 2008

Members Present: Stephen Robinson, Carol Higy, Arthur Herns, June Power, Jean Sexton, Jeremy Sellers, Steve Martin, Cynthia Herndon, Secretary, Richard Vela, Chair.

Members Excused: Martin Farley, Ronnie Martin, Brenda Brayboy, Brenda Jacobs, Carolyn Parsons, Cecelia Locklear, Larry Freeman.

Guest:  Janet Gentes

Dr. Richard Vela called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.

The minutes of November 28, 2007 were approved with minor changes.

The agenda was adopted.

Report from the Chair
Old Business:  Hazardous Waste Materials

Dr. Vela announced to the committee members that the minutes summarizing the presentation by Robert Nelms on November 28th, 2007 were being distributed along with the option of obtaining a copy of the power point presentation which he has on CD.  Mrs. Herndon explained that due to a problem in sending the power point presentation via e-mail, it was copied on CD for Dr. Vela and Mr. Herns.  Dr. Vela suggested that Mrs. Herndon work with Dr. Jamie Litty in Mass Communications to arrange for this presentation to be posted on the Health, Safety and Environment Committee website.  Mrs. Herndon agreed to arrange this.

Dr. Vela asked Mr. Herns to report on the walk through that was conducted on November 28th, 2007 with Mr. Robert Nelms.  Mr. Herns shared with the committee that there were areas of concern identified in the Physical Plant side of the University, which can be alleviated and also some minor concerns in the other departments.  Overall, Mr. Herns stated that everything that was identified could be corrected with minimal effort.  Mr. Nelms has agreed to return to UNC Pembroke.  The time is to be announced later.

Dr. Vela shared with committee members that a subcommittee was needed to write a draft on a policy for Hazardous Wastes Materials very soon.  Dr. Vela suggested that Dr. Farley as well as Ms. Parsons be asked to serve on this committee.  Mr. Herns, Mr. Martin, and Dr. Sellers agreed to also serve on this sub-committee.  Dr. Vela stated that once the draft is written, it will be approved by the Health, Safety and Environment Committee and then be presented to the UNC Pembroke Senate.

Old Business:  Vending Machine Snacks at UNC Pembroke  

Dr. Vela reported he has been in contact with Ms. Denise Carroll regarding the vending machines and healthier foods issue on UNC Pembroke campus.  A representative from the vending company that provides snacks to the University will meet with Ms. Carroll soon to confirm what foods will be chosen to be placed in the vending machines.  Dr. Vela suggested that two committee members be available to meet with Ms. Carroll, Dr. Byers and the vending representative at this meeting to negotiate this issue and to complete this process.  Dr. Higy and Mrs. Herndon agreed to represent the committee and help negotiate and complete this project.  Dr. Vela identified two factors of importance to be considered: 1) size control and 2) different selections of snacks.  He informed the committee that we do not plan a purchase of new vending machines at this time.  Dr. Vela will notify Dr. Higy and Mrs. Herndon as soon as the time has been scheduled for this meeting.  Dr. Vela also stated that the drink machine issues are not close to be being settled as of yet.

New Business:  Air Quality on UNC Pembroke Campus

Dr. Vela shared with the committee that there have been concerns in three buildings on campus regarding the air quality and is associated with health related symptoms of some individuals.  The buildings that are of concern include the Business Administration Building, Dial Building and Old Main.  Janet Gentes represented issues of concern for the Dial Building stating that two professors, two faculty and a staff employee had experienced a lingering hacking cough and severe headaches that were associated with being in the Dial building.  These individuals are questioning the air quality and two e-mails have been sent to Taylor Fields without acknowledgement.  Ms.Gentes requested on behalf of the people experiencing health related problems that the level of air quality of the Dial Building be shared along with an explanation of what the normal air quality should be.  Dr. Vela explained that this committee was informed last year that the tests for air quality were conducted in the evenings.  Mr. Robinson stated that previously we had asked for a website for continuous feedback regarding air quality.  Mr. Martin suggested that the quickest way to get results out to folks is via e-mail.  He further stated that there are regularly scheduled air quality checks conducted quarterly for select buildings, but that every building is not checked every quarter unless there is a formal concern due to manpower restraints.  Dr. Vela stated that Dial building has a history of problems with air quality and that people have complained of a musky smell, dark filters, ect.  Mr. Martin stated that filters are replaced on a regular schedule, but increased traffic causes increased filtering and the time for filters to become full would become shorter due to the increased traffic.  Mr. Martin described what his reports would convey.  Ms. Gentes asked if an explanation could be provided with the report.  Mr. Robinson stated that the reports could prevent alarm and could relate symptoms to spikes that may be occurring.  Ms. Sexton added that the reports could be utilized for treatments for persons with allergies.  Mr. Martin asked that we take a practical approach in that some people may become alarmed if they saw a report that they did not understand.  Dr. Vela asked if an open meeting might be helpful to explain this information that is printed on these reports in order to aid in the understanding of such reports.  Ms. Gentes agreed that this would be helpful.  Ms. Sexton suggested that a letter of explanation be sent with each report.  Ms. Gentres asked if we could be notified if the building is safe or not.  Mr. Martin answered that whenever a problem arises, the facilities people handle it immediately.  He further stated that certainly he can share data on a quarterly basis.  Ms. Powers suggested that a quarterly report might be sufficient.  Mr. Martin ensured that he would check into the Dial building, Old Main and the Business Administration Building.  He will look into the possibility of a quarterly report sent out via e-mail and a website.  Mr. Martin fears that increased knowledge of exact reports would increase alarmist activity among faculty.  Dr. Vela suggested a website with a standing explanation of what reports mean and that the quarterly reports be posted.  Ms. Powers suggested that a caveat be placed asking that all concerns regarding air quality be addressed with the specific building manager and that a list of the buildings and building managers be placed on the site.  The building managers would then contact Mr. Martin’s office.

Dr. Vela will send an e-mail to the two sub-committees with meeting dates.

The next Health, Safety and Environment Committee meeting will be February 20 at 3:30PM in Dial 239.
 

Dr. Vela adjourned the meeting at 4:30 PM.  
