Minutes
Health, Safety and Environment Committee
Assembly Room of the Native American Resource Center and Museum – Old Main
4:00 p.m. – October 5, 2009


Members Present: Will Collier, Rob Wolfe, Deborah Groves, Acting Secretary, Jay Vest , Chair.

Guests:  Dr. Richard Vela, previous chair

Call to Order:
Dr. Jay Vest called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and asked for a volunteer to record minutes. Deborah Groves volunteered.


Approval of Agenda
Dr. Vest reviewed agenda for the meeting and ask for a vote for approval. Agenda was approved. 

Approval of September 25, 2008 Minutes
Committee members reviewed the minutes of the September 25, 2009 meeting. A typo was noted on page 2. Need to change “ect” to “etc”. It was noted that there were no members present who actually attended the meeting of September 25, 2008. Members present approved the minutes with unanimous consent.
Old Business:

A. Charge
Dr. Vest asked Dr. Vela about the formal charge that was assigned for the committee. Dr. Vela noted that the charge was approved by the Faculty Senate with modifications. He will locate this in the Faculty Senate minutes and forward to Dr. Vest.


B. Dr. Richard Vela – Health, Safety and Environment (HSE) Committee chair 2008
Dr. Vela gave a brief history of the committee. It grew out of some problems with black mold in the Dial building. He noted that there was an uproar by faculty when this appeared in the building and faculty who requested an investigation. There were experts who were brought in to address the issues and faculty and staff voiced their concerns. Money was obtained to remove the dangerousness within the building and make needed repairs. The problem identified had to do with the water flowing into the building, leading to a problem with mold and rust. The mold count was tremendous. The building was out of use for fall semester, spring semester and summer sessions. The faculty was aware of the dangers that could occur. This effort identified for the campus community that there was a serious problem and that it could be dealt with on campus. The committee that addressed the issue made a recommendation that the Health, Safety and Environment Committee be established as an oversight committee. This also gave an indication of the expectations needed for practices to keep people on campus safe. Referrals came into the committee from people on campus. Two years ago Dr. Harrington wanted a Hazardous Material policy developed and outside experts were brought in to guide the development of the policy. There were funding issues about who would pay for the problem areas identified. In Fall 2008 there were three people left on the committee and Dr. Vela was unable to work with the committee due to health problems. The smaller group made refinements to the policy, but it never was finalized. One issue still pending has to do with the Evacuation Plan in relation to the trains transporting hazardous materials as well as military transports. Glenn Burnett is the chair of another committee that is charged with dealing with this issue.

C. Discussion
Dr. Vest requested that the committee members familiarize themselves with the draft Hazardous Materials policy, sent out prior to this meeting, before the next meeting. It was noted that jean Sexton may be able to assist with funding issues about monitoring by this committee. Other resources identified within the committee members are Steve Martin and Arthur Hearns, because of their positions on campus, should have good perspectives in order to assist the committee to get a handle on this policy and how to proceed. It was noted that the faculty and staff on campus are aware that the committee is meeting and is available to address issues that they may have in terms of health, safety and the environment on campus.  Dr. Vest will send a campus-wide announcement prior to the next meeting.

New Business
There was no new business.

Announcements
There were no announcements.

Adjournment
Dr. Vest adjourned the meeting at 4:20 p.m. 

Next meeting Monday November 2nd at 3:30 p.m. Location to be announced.
