Minutes
Health, Safety and Environment Committee

Dial Building Room 239
3:30- September 25, 2008
Members Present:  Martin Farley, Stephen Robinson, Jeremy Sellers,  Arthur Herns, Cecelia Locklear, Carolyn Price, Larry Freeman,  Steve Martin,  Jean Sexton, Cynthia Herndon, Secretary, Richard Vela, Chair.

Guests:  Ms. Sara Brown and Ms. Katie Montgomery, students representing recycling issue. 
Dr. Richard Vela called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m.

Report from Chair:  Items are included in agenda.

Dr. Vela opened the meeting for nominations for Chair and secretary of the committee for academic year 2008- 2009.  Larry Freeman nominated Dr. Richard Vela.  Steve Martin seconded the nomination.  A unanimous vote for Dr. Vela to lead the committee was carried out.  Steve Martin nominated Cynthia Herndon for secretary.  Jeremy Sellers seconded the nomination.  A unanimous vote for Cynthia Herndon to remain secretary for the academic year 2008- 2009 was carried out.
Old Business:

A. Hazardous Waste Materials Policy Status:  

The last meeting minutes in academic year 2007- 2008 (April, 2008) were not formally written due to the informal nature of the subcommittee meeting.   Dr. Vela and Cynthia Herndon described the task of members during that meeting to be gathering final data for the presentation of the University of North Carolina at Pembroke Environmental Health and Safety Hazardous Waste Policy and Procedure to the Senate and obtaining approval for the document.  Members present in that meeting in April, 2008 were Steve Martin, Larry Freeman, Author Herns, Carolyn Price, Cynthia Herndon and Richard Vela.  Dr. Vela reported submitting the final policy to the University Senate.  The final decisions regarding the mechanism in which MSDS availability would be assured for all departments was now the decision to be reached by this Environmental, Health and Safety Committee. The actual mechanism in which MSDS are distributed throughout the University is not required to be written in the policy.
Suggestions for MSDS distribution included the following:  Stephen Robinson suggested a three ring binder for all departments.  Martin Farley suggested each department possessing a MSDS manual based upon materials in their department.  Jean Sexton presented the option and the benefits of on-line MSDS so that every substance could be accessible to all departments at all times.  Larry Freeman emphasized the importance of all departments having a hard copy of the MSDS.  Jeremy Sellers supported both options stating that the computerized MSDS would be a quick resource, but in his experience, having hard copies of the MSDS was usually a requirement.  Jean Sexton posed the question of what would happen if a substance should be on the university campus by accident.  Jeremy Sellers stated that the university was accountable to provide compliance regardless of how much growth the university has and how much research we conduct.  Steve Martin questioned the group on the computerized MSDS capacity for interactive use and accessibility.  Dr. Vela described the computerized data base as easily accessible and comprehensive and stated the cost to be approximately $1749 per year for a three year term.  Arthur Herns recommended this system.  Jean Sexton suggested that the cost quoted seems reasonable.  Jeremy Sellers provided the group with information regarding the 24 hour access and the advantage to the use of the system from a researcher’s point of view.  Dr. Sellers suggested that other venders be contacted for quotes on prices.  Jean Sexton suggested checking to see if we have access to anything similar in our library resources that could be accessed by students and faculty on the campus already.  Dr. Sellers replied that the on-line MSDS data bases are more reliable than “Google”, ect. and that the data bases had capabilities for producing up to date versions for the hard copies.  Dr. Farley reminded the group that firefighters look for hard copies of MSDS during fire inspections.  Larry Freeman supported this statement and added OSHA requires hard copies of the MSDS on the sites.  The discussion of a training to assure that all faculty and staff members had the information they needed in the event of an emergency was conducted among committee members.  A semi-annual training was proposed to include lab managers as well as students.  A sign off for the training would be initiated, covering liability issues.  This training would be conducted for each department.  Dr. Vela suggested setting up a hiarchy of training which would be updated each semester with participant’s names and signatures kept for records.  Cynthia Herndon stated that she knew of no “safety hazardous training” for the Department of Nursing other than the training required for hospital clinical rotations and agencies such as the Departments of Health.  She reported that this department would comply with the University policies when mandated.  Dr. Sellers suggested dissemination of training that is more field specific.  Martin Farley stated that the detail did not need to be stated in the policy, but to state where the details are accessible.  Each department would provide all forms of documentation.  Jeremy Sellers proposed that it is reasonable that Mr. Herns keep a copy of all policies for all departments as well as all documentation.  Members stated that Mr. Herns should have a large amount of decision power as to how documentation is carried out and that all requirements be addressed with him to insure that standards are adequate.
New Business

A.  Recycling Issues
Ms. Katie Montgomery and Ms. Sara Brown were introduced to the group as students addressing the committee regarding reclycling issues on the UNCP campus.  Dr. Vela reported not receiving any information regarding recycling issues from the senate.  Ms. Katie Montgomery shared with the group that what is being done regarding recycling is currently student generated at this point in time.  Mr. Herns has been helping the students with finding containers for recycling.  The two students conveyed to committee members that student initiated recycling efforts are not enough for the university and that the university should have a recycling effort in place that is an effort of the entire campus.  Ms. Montgomery advised the committee members that there was a waste management representative from Fayetteville that would be able to speak to the committee and to assess the needs of the campus.  Other considerations to consider according to the students were Mr. Jerry Parsons of Lumberton Recycling Company and that the Pepsi and Coke companies provide funds for recycling programs.  Also, there is a program called “Recycling Mania” in which colleges compete in recycling activities.  Mr. Freeman informed the group that UNC Pembroke is looking at what is here to be recycled.  On the agenda is to contact the Pepsi Company and seek their involvement in recycling.  He informed the group that recycling is not a money making endeavor.  Steve Martin stated that this project would need to be approved through the expansion budget process.  Mr. Martin shared that there is always an associated cost with recycling.  He further stated that the previous recycling efforts had faded because of lack of usage.  Another issue is if the recycling containers are not emptied but once per month, then we begin to have problems with bugs and rodents.  Larry Freeman stated that we do have recycling, but not enough to attract interests.  He proposed the idea of an interactive endeavor with the town of Pembroke.  The students suggested that if made “fun” for students, then student may take part.  Dr. Vela suggested that perhaps a Student Government Association or Greek Life project would be successful.  Steve Martin stated that the recycling projects would fall under sustainability and also in the expansion budget.  He said he is not certain if it would be funded.  He explained further that the mechanism and functionality of the program is what has stalled efforts in the past.  He said that if there are bins in every facility, Facilities Management has to look at sustainability issues.
Other:

Dr. Vela made the announcement that the Campus Climate Summit will be held at Warren Wilson College on October 7, 2008 in Ashville, North Carolina.

Next meeting Thursday, October 23 at 3:30 PM in Dial Building, room 239.
