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Student Affairs & Campus Life Committee Meeting Minutes

Monday, April 21, 2008

James B. Chavis Center Room 233

Present: Barry Burch, Weston Cook, Judy Curtis, Kevin Freeman, Diane Jones, Hannah Simpson (representing Bailey Sherwood).

Absent: Michael Alewine; Quinta Ellis (UNCP Chief Marshall); Patricia Fields, excused; Liliana Wendorff, excused; Robert Wolf

1. Call to Order

Chair Weston Cook called the meeting to order at 3:41 p.m.

2. Approval of Minutes

Minutes from the March 17, 2008, meeting were approved.

3. Approval of Agenda

Agenda was approved.

4. Report from Chair

a.  Chair Cook reported that he brought forward to the Faculty Senate the information that this committee has formed a subcommittee to research the question of keeping or eliminating the Activity Period.

5 .Report from Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs Dr. Diane Jones

a. 
Dr. Jones thanked the members of the committee for serving this year.

b.
Dr. Jones welcomed Hannah Simpson and acknowledged her as the newly elected President of the Student Government Association for the coming year. Dr. Jones reported that it was a spirited election with three candidates running for president. There were 765 votes cast over the two-day election period. The first day had 500 votes cast. The second day was rainy and kept down turnout so the informal target of 1,000 votes cast was not met.

c.
Dr. Jones reported that the play “Rent” appeared to be a sell-out for April 21. There is one more show in the Nostalgia series and two more shows in the Family series.

d.
A search is underway for the Director of Student Life position. They received forty-eight applications, conducted phone interviews with six people, and are bringing three candidates to campus next week.

e. 
Housing and Residence Life is in the process of reclaiming rooms for the residence halls. They expect to be full next year with Enrollment Management predicting a 3 percent increase in total enrollment next year. Housing has hired a Building Environmental Service Manager to facilitate timely implementation of work orders and to enhance customer service.

f.
Greek Life is looking at bringing in additional Greek organizations gradually over the coming years. Student Affairs supports Greek Life organizations, which provide activities for students, community service, and philanthropy.

g. 
The Kick Butts rally helped make the coming transition to a smoke-free campus fun and educational. The university is anticipating that students know it is a state law and will comply. Business Affairs has identified areas that are 100 feet from state buildings where smoking would be permitted. The Chancellor has requested that the water feature and the park-like area in front of Lumbee Hall not be designated for smoking. Compliance may be a bigger issue for faculty and staff than for students. A policy outlining sanctions will be in the Handbook.

h.
Student Affairs and UCIS have a commitment to meeting student needs for computer access during the last week of classes and during exam period. Beginning on April 21, computer labs will be staffed by a monitor, who will verify usage hourly. If there are not enough computers, the monitor will call other labs and direct students to a lab with available computers. If all the labs become full, the lab in Pine Hall will be opened for use by anyone.


1.  Of related interest, Dr. Jones mentioned UCIS says that 80 percent of students own their own computer.


2.  Mr. Burch mentioned he prefers to use a university lab because he gets kicked off the wireless network easily.


3. Dr. Jones said she will check into whether UCIS provides support if a student is using his or her own computer.

i.    Family Day had more than 700 in attendance. The response was very positive. There were many activities and food free of charge resulting in a good end of the year program. A Taste of I-World, the former Taste of Culture, also had a good turnout.

j.
Students have the opportunity to have health insurance through the university. Next year, a medical card will be issued that students can use at a local pharmacy.

k.
The Who’s Who Brunch was last week. The Marshall’s Brunch will be next week. This is the first year the two events have been separate events.

l. 
Dr. Jones accompanied Miss UNCP to the Miss North Carolina Work Weekend in Raleigh. UNCP is the only school in the system still participating in a preliminary event to the Miss North Carolina Pageant. This is a good marketing tool for UNCP.

m.
UNC system President Erskine Bowles has mandated each campus have a case manager and that campuses look at the ratio of counselors to students. The Counseling Center is short of space so the university is expecting to relocate the Meditation Room into the UC Annex. Work is already underway in the Meditation Room to make the podium ADA compliant. The several faith-based groups that use the Meditation Room would be able to use the space in the Annex and could meet there in the evenings.

6.  Reports from subcommittees

a. 
Dr. Kevin Freeman, chair of the subcommittee investigating the Activity Period, reported.

1. He has been receiving unsolicited feedback from the campus community via e-mail.

2. He did an unofficial straw poll on Facebook, which so far is overwhelmingly in favor of keeping the activity period.

3. He will be contacting Dr. Beverly King in Institutional Effectiveness to put together a formal survey of students, faculty, and staff.

b.
Committee discussion included suggestions to try to ascertain why the issue has been raised by the administration and to clarify what the Activity Period should be used for and what it is not intended to be used for.

7. Old  Business

a.
The committee passed a motion at the last meeting regarding student representation on the faculty awards committee. It was determined that a student member, hopefully, will be appointed by the SGA next year.

8. New Business


a.
Dr. Jones commented that she hoped an existing member of the committee could step into the role of committee chair for next year to maintain continuity.

9.  Announcements

a.   Dr. Jones offered committee members an opportunity to attend a GPAC show.

10. Adjournment

The committee adjourned at 4:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Judy Curtis, Secretary

