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Student Affairs & Campus Life Committee Meeting Minutes

Monday, February 18, 2008

James B. Chavis Center Room 233

Present: Barry  Burch, Weston Cook, Judy Curtis, Patricia Fields, Kevin Freeman, Diane Jones, Cindy Saylor (Chair), Bailey Sherwood (SGA Representative), Liliana Wendorff

Absent: Michael Alewine, excused. Robert Wolf, excused, UNCP Chief Marshall Quinta Ellis

1. Call to Order

Chair Cindy Saylor called the meeting to order at 3:32 p.m.

2. Approval of Minutes

Minutes from the November 19, 2007, meeting were approved.

3. Approval of Agenda

Agenda was approved as amended with item VI. a. Faculty Awards update tabled and item VI. c. Childcare update added

4. Report from Chair

 The chair had no formal report.

5 .Report from Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs Dr. Diane Jones

a. Dr. Jones distributed a handout showing the Student Fees as approved by the Board of Trustees. The handout shows the students fees, as well as campus initiated tuition, amounts and shows the student activity fee breakdown. The committee could see the department request, the proposed amount by the Student Fee Committee, the proposed amount by the Chancellor, and the amount approved by the Trustees. Dr. Jones pointed out that not all activities requested an increase in their fees.

b. Dr. Jones distributed a handout of miscellaneous fees approved by the Chancellor. These are institutional increases and do not require Trustee approval.

c. Dr. Jones introduced Barry Burch as the new SGA President. Former SGA President Dwight Humphrey stepped down from the position. Dr. Jones praised the job Mr. Burch and his Vice President, Hannah Simpson, are doing. Dr. Jones, and Mr. Burch, outlined some issues SGA is working on:

1. SGA is working on their Get Out the Vote platform and Dr. Tom Corti is helping SGA organize a debate on campus of the North Carolina candidates for Governor. The proposed date is April 1.

2. SGA recently held Student Issues Forums. A Liquor by the Drink debate on Monday night included local political officials. On Tuesday, organizations talked about their involvement with the community. On Wednesday, members of the administration and staff were available at a forum for students to ask questions of them. Among the participants were Dr. Jones, Chancellor Meadors, and Attorney Donna Payne. One issue raised involved students wanting to hold programs in the U.C. Lounge instead of the new facility in the U.C. Annex. The idea behind providing the annex space is so students using the lounge for leisure activities are not asked to vacate that area because programs are scheduled. The Chancellor asked students to give the policy of not scheduling programs in the Lounge another six months to see how it works out.

3. The SGA is looking at increasing the requirements for students wishing to be SGA officers. A two-step increase in GPA to 2.25 and later to 2.5 is being considered. Senators are required to have a 2.0 GPA. It is thought that a higher standard should be set for officers. 

d. Jamee Hunt was crowned Miss UNCP 2008. She is preparing for the Miss North Carolina pageant where she will represent UNCP. A committee is working with her on areas of the competition. There will be a send off reception for her before the event.

e. Housing occupancy is up by 134 students. It was thought on-campus numbers might decrease because of the competition from new housing in the area, but UNCP’s numbers are up. Dr. Jones said students like the convenience, and we are competitive in prices. Dr. Jones distributed a handout showing the enrollment numbers and housing numbers from 1998-2007. For example, the total number of students housed on campus increased each year from 745 in 1998 to 1626 in 2007.

1. West Hall is scheduled to go offline in summer 2009. They are in the design stage of the plan for the new residence hall to replace West Hall. West will be torn down and the new residence hall will be built on the same site.

2. Beginning this July, there will be a no-smoking policy in all residence halls. The number of no smoking floors in residence halls has been increasing. The no-smoking policy is mandated by the state.

3. Maintenance and housekeeping workers who go into the residence halls will begin wearing uniforms. This is part of the campus safety plan. Residents will be able to recognize workers as belonging to campus staff. In addition, bonded private security officers have been hired to be in the residence halls from midnight to 7 a.m. as added security. They do not carry guns. They immediately call campus police if they see any problems.

4. Patricia Fields suggested the committee ask Detective Ed Locklear or Chief Cummings to come address the committee about safety issues. Chair Saylor will contact the police department.

5. Other safety measures being implemented are new lighting and a new emergency phone system.

6. Mr. Burch inquired about the possibility of a recycling program in the residence halls. Dr. Jones said this issue surfaced in the student issues forums. Physical Plant would be a place to start to gather information about the feasibility. There would have to be a system in place to pick up the recycled items.

7. Dr. Jones reported they are getting quotes for making the residence halls wireless. The goal is for the halls to be wireless by the end of the summer. A university goal is for the entire campus eventually to become wireless.

f. The plan for the 24 hour lab on the ground floor of the U.C. is being delayed by the State Department of Insurance paperwork. DOI has asked for more information. There is a smaller lab available to students upstairs in the U.C. Students want accessibility to labs during exam week. Student Affairs is working with SGA and UCIS to open a lab in housing or in a classroom during exam period.

g. UNCP has been named to the 2007 Presidents Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll for the second consecutive year. Dr. Jones praised Aubrey Swett and the Center for Leadership and Service and the Leadership and Service Opportunity Program (LSOP). An additional position will become available in LSOP.

h. Dr. Jones asked Dr. Curtis to report on the new Editor for the student campus newspaper, The Pine Needle. Dr. Curtis explained that former Managing Editor, Robert Deckert, moved into the Editor position in Spring semester, with the approval of the Student Publications Board, after the previous Editor, Amanda Hickey, took a full-time position in December with The Jacksonville Daily News professional newspaper. Committee members praised the job The Pine Needle is doing.

i. Dr. Jones gave a judicial report. In Fall 2007, there were 186 violations, which included 91 alcohol, 24 drug, and 71 other violations. In Fall 2006, there were 158 total violations. However, the number of students enrolled on campus keeps increasing.

1. A new position, Director of Student Conduct, will be funded in Student Affairs to deal with judicial issues and honor code violations. In 2006, there were 40 honor code violations, and in 2007 there were 47. The Director will report to the Associate Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs, Dr. Lisa Schaeffer.

2. Dr. Jones suggested a dialogue needs to begin to look at the sanctions for honor code violations, especially with regard to plagiarism. The interested parties would be faculty, students, Student Affairs, Academic Affairs, and the Center for Academic Excellence that oversees freshman seminar. The steps to follow regarding sanctions for plagiarism are outlined in the Student Handbook. She pointed out that the Alcohol & Drug policy has an educational process that students are required to attend if they violate the policy. She suggested a similar educational program for plagiarism violations might be one idea to consider. She felt the sanctions need to fit the offense. She felt this committee could have a vital role in helping to change student behavior and educate students regarding plagiarism. Dr. Wendorff suggested it would be helpful to know what already is in place regarding plagiarism awareness in freshman seminar. Ms. Fields suggested it would be helpful to know whether freshmen or upperclassmen committed the 47 violations in 2007.

j. Dr. Jones asked Patricia Fields to report on GPAC.

1. Ms. Fields said the new Chief Marshall is Quinta Ellis.

2. Upcoming events include the student production, “Antigone,” speaker Bill Bradley, “Swan Lake,” and Larry Gatlin.

3. She repeated Dr. Jones’s offer for committee members, and a guest, to attend a complementary dinner and show at GPAC. They would have the opportunity to see behind the scenes as well as attend the dinner and show.

6.  Reports from subcommittees

a. The Faculty Awards update was tabled.

b. Dr. Jones reported on Activity Period issues. The Student Handbook lists the Activity Period as a free period for student organizations.

1. Mr. Burch reported that a student complained to the SGA that the Music Department scheduled a class requiring attendance during the activity period. Dr. Jones is going to further investigate the specifics of the Music Department’s use of activity period.

2. Dr. Jones said Provost Harrington is raising the question whether the activity period has outgrown its usefulness. She felt setting aside this period has been successful and that students would be upset to lose it. Through research, she found the activity period was passed by the Faculty Senate and implemented in Fall 1986. She felt that commuting students also could be adversely affected.

c. Dr. Jones reported on the childcare update.

1. The childcare feasibility study made a recommendation that no facility be built but also recommended that meetings be held with the local childcare providers so UNCP students, faculty, and staff could have access to those existing facilities. A meeting is being held Tuesday, Feb. 26, and anyone from the committee is welcome. They should contact Dr. Jones. Current Chair Cindy Saylor and past chair Ottis Murray will be attending along with Dr. Jones.

2.  Another recommendation was to develop a directory of local child care providers. However, the difficulty with developing a directory is that the information changes frequently and would be hard to keep up-to-date.

7. Old  Business

There was no old business.

8. New Business


There was no new business.

9.  Announcements

There were no announcements.

10. Adjournment

The committee adjourned at 4:51 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Judy Curtis, Secretary

