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Student Affairs & Campus Life Committee Meeting Minutes

Monday, November 17, 2008

Lumbee Hall – Chancellors Board Room

Present: Judy Curtis (Chair), Jonathan Maisonpierre, Diane Jones, Quinta Ellis (UNCP Marshall), Leon Jernigan, Patricia Fields, Emily Walter (UNCP Marshall), Jamie Litty, Rob Wolf, Hannah Simpson (SGA President), Kayla Pearson (SGA Representative)

Excused:  Shilpa Pai-Regan

Guest:  Karen Swiney, Director of UNCP Bookstore

I. Call to Order

Chair Judy Curtis called the meeting to order at 3:33 p.m.

II. Approval of Minutes

Minutes from the October 20, 2008, meeting were approved

III. Approval of Agenda

Agenda was approved

IV. Report from Chair

Dr. Judy Curtis informed the committee that the proposed changes to the Faculty Handbook wording have been approved by the Faculty Senate.  

Dr. Curtis also reported that Dr. Allen Meadors, UNCP Chancellor, asked if the UNCP Yearbook could be produced as a CD-Rom.  The Student Publications Board was asked to research this issue and report to SACL.  It was suggested that Sara Oswald be consulted since there is actually an academic class that produces the yearbook each year.

Dr. Curtis then turned the meeting over to Karen Swiney, Director of the UNCP Bookstore for a report on textbook related issues.  

V. Mrs. Swiney began by noting that in 2005, as a part of the PACE initiative, UNC President Erskine Bowles asked that a study relevant to textbook costs and buyback policies be conducted.  At the conclusion of the study, President Bowles mandated that each institution look at their textbook issues and either offer a guaranteed buyback policy or a rental option.  UNCP opted for the guaranteed buyback.  Mrs. Swiney went on to say, one key goal is for all faculty to look at core courses and use the same textbook for all sections of an individual course for three years.  Mrs. Swiney reported that some faculty have been very positive about moving forward with this and even noted that some non-core courses have been added to the “three year” plan.  However, she also noted that it has been somewhat of a challenge to gather consistent information on all core courses and all sections of those courses.  President Bowles wants at least a 50% participation rate in the guaranteed buyback among these core courses.

Mrs. Swiney then explained the different types of buybacks available to students.  These policies are available on the bookstore website at:  http://www.uncp.edu/bookstore/textbooks/#Buyback.

Mrs. Swiney reported that there was a second mandate issued by President Bowles regarding reporting of textbook costs and adoption process.  For the first reporting period, UNCP was number one in average cost of buybacks and number one in the area of on-time textbook adoptions.  This means that students paid less at UNCP than other UNC institutions.  Typically, UNCP charges 35% less than retail for used books versus 25% less than retail charged at other UNC institutions. President Bowles set a goal of 85% for textbook adoptions for 2008-2009 and 90% for 2009-2010 and for 2008-2009, UNCP was at 89%.  Mrs. Swiney noted that, individual faculty members actually select textbooks used and that the bookstore is just the middleman.  The earlier faculty members get adoptions to the bookstore the better buyback options are for students.   

The committee then engaged in discussions relating to percentage of core courses using guaranteed buyback compared to number of core courses, types of books (hardback vs. paperback), adoption timelines and related processes and how information on buyback is disseminated to students.

Dr. Litty asked about the possibility of UNCP offering some books in an electronic format.  Mrs. Swiney explained that there are a number of challenges involved with e-books.  First, limited suppliers.  Next, 75% of UNCP students receive financial aid and need to purchase their books – e-books are available for a limited time similar to a rental.  In addition, e-books are no less expensive for students and those institutions who have tried electronic textbooks have found that students still prefer traditional texts that they can highlight and make notes in.

Dr. Curtis followed up by thanking Mrs. Swiney for her report and noting that we, as an institution, do offer the best textbook options possible for our students.  She went on to say that, we all need to work on changing the perceptions that our students have regarding textbooks by encouraging them to consider buyback when evaluating the cost of books here at UNCP.  Dr. Curtis stated that Dr. Lightfoot had originally appeared before the committee to express concerns from a group of students regarding textbook costs and that she would report back to Dr. Lightfoot and the Senate with information provided and reassurance that UNCP was addressing this issue in a proactive manner.

VI. Report from Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs Dr. Diane Jones

a. Dr. Jones reported that the Student Fee Committee had completed its part of the request process.  The fee committee recently made recommendations to Dr. Meadors who will in turn present those recommendations, with any amendments, to the Board of Trustees on December 4.

b. Also on December 4, the Board of Trustees will be asked to approve a new Facility Use Policy.  This new policy will replace former policies enacted in 1997.

c. Dr. Jones updated the committee on the current state of the budget.  There has been a 5% reduction to all state budgets for 2008-2009 with an anticipated cut of 6% for 2009-2010.  The majority of cuts are being made in the areas of travel, equipment and open positions.  Dr. Jones went on to say that, the Director of Student Life position was recently vacated and that while in the past this has been a state supported position, student fee monies were requested and have been tentatively approved to fund this position in the future.

d. Student insurance was the next item to be addressed.  Currently while all students enrolled within the UNC system have the option of insurance coverage, those coverage limits range from $5,000-$250,000.  A consortium has been formed to review coverage and work with the Department of Insurance and the General Assembly to obtain coverage that is more equitable for all UNC students with a potential coverage blanket of $100,000.  UNCP currently has over 1,700 students who take advantage of the student health plan at a cost of $243 per semester.  The goal for the assigned committee is to get bid packages out to insurance companies before Christmas.

e. Dr. Jones then reported that each UNC institution has been asked to review their safety plans and policies.  UNCP has identified where we need funding to continue to provide a safe and secure campus for our students, faculty and staff.  We have been awarded roughly $548,000 to achieve this.  Monies will be used to obtain a new case manager and two new counselors in Counseling and Testing.  Additional cameras will be added in the residence halls, more emergency phones will be placed throughout campus and a campus siren system with one siren at each end of campus will be installed.

VII. Subcommittee Reports

a. Activity Period – Dr. Maisonpierre reported that a survey regarding the use of Activity Period has been issued and results are still coming in.  Dr. Litty noted that the survey information gathered from Department Chairs and Division Heads revealed mixed answers.  Some respondents did not care either way, even some of those who utilized the activity period felt that it could go away with few ill effects.  Others used the period a great deal and would like to maintain it.  Hannah Simpson reported that information from students was still being collected with additional responses being sought through Facebook.  Dr. Maisonpierre went on to report that while individual students were still to be heard from, Student Groups and Advisors say that they could not continue many of their activities and ventures if this period went away.  This subcommittee will continue its work.

VIII. Old Business

Dr. Orr regrets that he could not be at this meeting but hopes to meet with SACL again in February.

IX. New Business

a. Who’s Who

Dr. Jones received fifty-eight (58) applications that meet the minimum requirements for Who’s Who.  UNCP has a quota of one-hundred, fifty applications (150) and Dr. Jones and the committee expressed both disappointment and concern at the small number of applications received.  After reviewing those received, fifty (50) were approved and it was determined that eight (8) needed additional information or explanation.  Dr. Jones will take those back to gather that information and members were encouraged to submit additional nominees over the next week. The committee agreed to approve any additional applicants via e-mail.

X. Announcements

Next SACL meeting is scheduled for February 16, 2009 in University Center Room 213.

XI. Adjournment

The committee adjourned at 4:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia S. Fields, Secretary

