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Student Affairs & Campus Life Committee Meeting Minutes

Monday, September 15, 2008
James B. Chavis Center Room 233

Present: Judy Curtis (Chair), Jonathan Maisonpierre, Diane Jones,  Quinta Ellis (UNCP Marshall), Leon Jernigan, Rob Wolf, Patricia Fields, Emily Walter (UNCP Marshal), Jamie Litty, Shilpa Pai-Regan, Hannah Simpson (SGA President), Kayla Pearson (SGA Representative)
Guest:  Georgianna Mack, Department of Social Work
I. Call to Order
Chair Judy Curtis called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.
II. Approval of Minutes
Minutes from the April 21, 2008 meeting were approved

III. Approval of Agenda
Agenda was approved

IV. Report from Chair

Dr. Judy Curtis, Chair for the Student Affairs and Campus Life Committee explained that the purpose of this committee was to take on issues within campus and student life.  She noted that SACL meetings were open to guests that may come before the committee to discuss issues, policies and events such as threat assessment and the new campus e-mail system.  Dr. Curtis went on to note that Dr. Tulla Lightfoot would be appearing before the committee at the October meeting to discuss textbook costs.
Dr. Curtis also recognized Patricia Fields as the new secretary for the committee.
V. Report from Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs Dr. Diane Jones

a. Activity Period – Dr. Jones explained the need to study the current activity period policy.  Is the time being used effectively?  What about space utilization?  What are the thoughts of General Administration and the activity period?  Dr. Jones suggested that a survey by Student Voice, a survey company specializing in student issues, might be needed to answer many of these questions.
b. Mike Severy is the new Director of Student Life.  Mike comes to UNCP from Indiana and is a graduate of Appalachian State University with a Masters in Student Development.
c. Planning is underway for the new residence hall.  Design plans have been received and MetCom has been signed as the general contractor.  West Hall will be removed and the new 396-bed residence hall will come online in Fall ’09.  The removal of West Hall will affect approximately 200 students.  However, it is not anticipated that there will be any need for temporary housing of students at area hotels as was the case in the past.  Additional growth within housing will be the second phase of development for Pembroke Point with 174 new beds being added in the Fall of ’09.  UNCP currently has 1632 residential students with a capacity of 1710.  Dr. Jones went on to note that UNCP does incur debt for the development of housing.  We receive no monies from the state for housing.  Dr. Jones also reported that if, in the future, housing needs are fully met, Wellons Hall may also be taken off line.
d. Conversion of e-mail system for students is going well.

e. UNCP is still focused on the UNC Tomorrow mission

f. Identification of at risk groups.  Dr. Jones reported that retention continues to be a concern for UNCP with white males being the group a greatest risk.  Several meetings and focus group sessions are planned to address this problem.
g. Veterans and BRAC – Dr. Jones reported that with the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC), military enrollment at UNCP is expected to increase.  We currently have 176 military veterans enrolled at UNCP.    
h. Voter Registration – General Administration recently mandated that UNCP put out voter registration materials for all students.  Currently registration information is available through the Offices of Student Affairs, Student Life, at the Information Booth and in the library.
i. The transition to a smoke free campus has gone well.

j. Dining/University Center Update – Sodexo has added a Starbucks here at UNCP.  Dr. Jones reported that the smoothies and fruit drinks seem to be the most popular addition.  Other University Center additions/updates will include the instillation of a water feature along the back wall, a reading area and the opening of the 24-hour computer lab that is already up and running.
k. Patricia Fields gave a quick review of the upcoming events at Givens Performing Arts Center.

l. Dr. Jones extended an invitation to each committee member to join Student Affairs and Givens Performing Arts Center for dinner and a show during the 2008-2009 Season.  Each member will receive dinner for two and show tickets to the event of choice this season.  Contact Patricia Fields for details.

VI. Subcommittee Reports
a. Publications Board – Dr. Curtis reported that the Publications Board has not met.  She did note however that the new issue of the Pine Needle is out.  Dr. Jones complimented Dr. Curtis on the issue and stated that UNCP is one of the few Universities who still have a student published newspaper.
VII. Old Business

a. Activity Period – A subcommittee was formed in the past to study the activity period.  This committee was made up of Dr. Diane Jones, Barry Burch (former SGA President), Rob Wolf and former SACL member Dr. Kevin Freeman.  Dr. Curtis asked that Dr. Jones and Rob remain on this subcommittee and asked that Hannah Simpson, current SGA President, Dr. Jamie Litty and Dr. Jonathan Maisonpierre join this team with Dr. Maisonpierre serving as Chair.  Dr. Curtis reminded everyone that while the individual members of this subcommittee might not be objective, as long as the committee as a whole remains unbiased there is no problem.  It was again mentioned that Student Voice might be of assistance.
VIII. New Business
a. Student Laptops – Dr. Curtis advised the committee that there had been some discussion on requiring UNCP students to have a laptop.  This issue may be passed back to SACL in the future for review and investigation

b. Student Fees – Dr. Jones informed the committee that the Student Fee process will be coming up shortly.  There are twelve (12) subsets of fees that fall under Student Life.  These include student publications, SGA, music, Lyceum and others.  The recommended increase is not to exceed 6.5% and there are to be no new fees introduced for the upcoming year.  A Student Fee subcommittee needs to be developed.  This committee will meet three times, once to receive information, a second time to review requests and a third time to hear reviews.  Any proposed requests are then forwarded to Dr. Meadors and then to General Administration.  Rob Wolfe and Quinta Ellis volunteered to serve on this subcommittee.
c. Student Phones – Dr. Jones advised the committee that we may be seeing issues of phone usage coming before us shortly.  It is estimated that as many as 99% of UNCP students currently have cell phones.  The elimination of landlines in residence halls is being reviewed.  Dr. Jones will have more information at a later meeting.
IX. Announcements

Next SACL meeting is scheduled for October 20 in Lumbee Hall 436.

X. Adjournment

The committee adjourned at 4:25 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia S. Fields, Secretary

