Student Activity Period Survey Summary, p. 7

Student Activity Period Survey – Survey Summary

Last fall, a subcommittee of the Student Affairs and Campus Life Committee conducted a survey to

1. find out how various campus constituencies use the Wednesday 10:00 AM Student Activity Period, and to 

2. ask how the various departments and organizations would be affected if the activity period were cut from the schedule.
The questions are below; a summary of the subcommittee’s findings follows. Appended to this summary is a room utilization report.
Academic Department/Support Offices (Department Chairs/Directors):

1.
Please describe all the ways your Department uses the Wednesday activity period, and for each example estimate how often you do it. Examples could include academic clubs' meeting times, faculty meetings, colloquia, Majors' Meetings, etc.

2. 
a.
In your opinion, could the events you mentioned above be scheduled at another time, just as conveniently for all parties involved? 


b.
How would attendance be affected?

Student Clubs/Organizations (Faculty or Staff Advisors/Student Presidents):

1. 
Please describe the various ways and how often your organization uses the Wednesday Student Activity Period.

2.
a.
If the Student Activity Period were cut from the weekly schedule, could another convenient time be found for the activities usually scheduled during the Student Activity Period? 


b.
How would attendance be affected?

Students:

1.
Would your level of campus event/activity participation change if the Wednesday 10:00 AM Student Activity Period were removed?



Yes, my participation would decrease a lot



Yes, my participation would decrease somewhat



No, I'll still be involved in a lot of activities



No, I participate in activities that aren't affected



No, I really don't participate anyway.

2.
Are you in favor of removing the Wednesday 10am Student Activity Period and replacing it with 10:00 AM classes?

Student Activity Period Survey – Academic Departments/Support Offices

ALL THE WAYS THE ACTIVITY PERIOD IS USED
Majors’ Meetings

Departmental faculty meetings (some depts. only)

School of Business faculty meetings

Departmental academic clubs, including:

Art Club

Theta Alpha Kappa

Social work club

Biology club

Beta Beta Beta (biology honors)

Psi Chi (psychology honors)

Psychology Club

English Club

Sigma Tau Delta (English honors)

Pine Needle

Indianhead
Art exhibit openings

Artist talks/demonstrations

Colloquia

Academic guest speakers in departments

Poetry readings

Symposia

Criminal justice club

Sociology club

Guest musicians

Senior recitals

Performance “seminars” for music majors

Clinics/workshops
WNCP-TV

WNCP-Radio
Guest authors

Training sessions (library)

Career expos

Volunteer/Internship fairs

Teacher Education fair

Job hunting skills workshops for students

DEPARTMENTS THAT RESPONDED

Art



AIS



Mass Comm

History


Biology


English

Philosophy/Religion

Psychology


Music

Social Work


Library



Mgmt/Marketing

Sociology


Career Center


Student Life

HPER



Minority Affairs

HOW MANY ANSWERED ‘YES’ TO Q.2 (In your opinion, could the events you mentioned above be scheduled at another time, just as conveniently for all parties involved?)

8

 (Of these, 3 were ‘yes’ with reservations; 1 was a ‘yes’ because they don’t use the period.)

VARIATIONS IN Q.2(b) (How would attendance be affected, in your opinion?)

No change 
Down 

Up 
Unsure   

Other

   11*


    3**

(no direct response)

   3† 

*Includes one person who talked about it solely as a departmental faculty meeting time, and 1 person who nonetheless thinks the period has outlived its necessity.

** People answered both ways (attendance at some kinds of events would go up and others down; some types of students would now be able to participate; others no longer)

†Includes 1 person wants to do away with the period, and 1 who listed numerous activities that are scheduled during it (could be interpreted as ‘Down’).  The other says his department doesn’t use it and would therefore not be negatively impacted by getting rid of it.
Student Activity Period Survey – Student Clubs/Organizations

Respondents:


Advisors (Faculty/Staff): 
20


Presidents (Students):
8

Question 1:

Please describe the various ways and how often your organization uses the Wednesday Student Activity Period.


Meetings


Fundraisers


Community Service Projects

Staff meetings, editorial meetings, story assignments, meetings with activity advisor (Pine Needle)

Photo sessions (Yearbook)

Guest speakers 

Scrabble Tournaments, poetry readings, etc. (English Club)

Organization recruitment

Question 2a:

If the Student Activity Period were cut from the weekly schedule, could another convenient time be found for the activities usually scheduled during the Student Activity Period? 


Faculty/Staff Advisors


Student Presidents


Yes
4
Yes
0





No
14
No
8


Not Sure
1
Not Sure
0


Not Applicable
1
Not Applicable
0

Question 2b:

How would attendance be affected?



Faculty/Staff Advisors


Student Presidents


No Change
4
No Change
0


Down
13
Down
7


Up
0
Up
0


Unsure
2
Unsure
1


Other
1
Other
0

Selected Quotes:

Faculty/Staff:

1.
It would be almost impossible to find another time; we have tried.

2.
When we have tried to schedule events at other times during the week, everyone’s schedule conflicts and it usually is more trouble that it’s worth.

3.
I feel that students who are truly interested in participating in an extracurricular activity will make the effort to come at any time designated.

4.
The Pine Needle relies on this time period. Without it, the ability to continue to publish such a large issue would be jeopardized.

5.
In the past (and most recently this semester), we have scheduled meetings after 5:00 and student attendance has been low, even when providing refreshments.

6.
If it (Student Activity Period) were cut, I am not sure how it would affect the attendance. But I am sure it would stay a thriving club because of the enthusiasm of the members.

7.
No, we definitely couldn’t find another time.

8.
One problem we have encountered is that students who are involved in more than one organization have a hard time making meeting because many people use the activity period.

9.
We have tried to hold meetings at other times; however, attendance was impacted.

10.
Cutting the Student Activity Period would definitely have a negative impact on the organization. However, I would like to recommend that either Monday or (preferably) Friday be considered for the activity period.

Students:

1.
My organization had chosen the 10 AM activity period because it was the only time that the majority of the council could meet without it affecting class.

2.
Attendance would be greatly affected.  Students are extremely busy with other organizations in the afternoon, work, as well as, working on class work. If the activity period ceases to exist, an organization will have a difficult time in finding a time where all students can attend. 

3.
I don't think this would be a good option cutting this.  It allows us a time to hold our meeting knowing that everyone can attend because they don’t have class.  I don’t think there would be another time when we could have a big group meeting due to other people having class.  I think attendance would be low.

4.
It is possible for us to reschedule our time, however, it would vitally impact the number of students we reach. Many students travel through the UC at this time. Although we could reschedule, it would not be a benefit to our organization, because the traffic would likely be less, thus allowing us to inform fewer students through this method.

5.
I would no longer be able to be a member of these groups due to my hectic

schedule if this period were cut out.  It would decrease membership drastically!!

6.
It would be really hard for my club if the activity period was cut.  I have a lot of ROTC people and I work evenings and nights so even for me it is hard, I can’t imagine those with kids having to come later or back to school to come to the meeting.  My attendance in the meeting is already lower than it should be, if the activity period were cut I doubt that I would have any to little attendance
Student Clubs/Organizations that responded:

	Advisors (Faculty/Staff)
	Presidents (Students)

	Alpha Psi Omega

Art Club

Asian Student Association

Athletic Training Student Association

Biology Club

Chemistry & Physics Club

Chemistry Honors Society

Disabled Student Organization

English Club (2)

Health Careers Club

Indianhead Yearbook

National Art Ed. UNCP Student Chap.

National Council of Negro Women

Pine Needle

Sigma Sigma Sigma Sorority

Relay for Life

Ruritan Club

Theatre Majors Meetings

Theta Alpha Kappa National Honor Society for 
Religious Studies & Theology

Theta Kappa Sorority

UNCP Rugby

University Players (2)


	African American Student Association

All Greek Council

Alpha Phi Sigma Honor Society for 
Criminal 
Justice

Chemistry & Physics Club

Criminal Justice Club

Health Careers Club

National Art Educators Association UNCP 
Student Chapter

Pine Needle

Student Government Association

Student Honors Council




Student Activity Period Survey – Students

The following questions were used to survey the students on retention of the Student Activity Period:

1) How would your participation in campus life be affected if the Wednesday 10am Student Activity Period were removed?


a. My participation would be greatly affected.


b. My participation would be somewhat affected, enough to make a 
difference.


c. My participation would be somewhat affected, NOT enough to make a 
difference.


d. My participation would not be affected.

2) How would you feel about removing the Wednesday 10am Student Activity Period and replacing it with classes?


a. I agree.


b. I disagree.

The questions were distributed via the Student Listeserv and Facebook, which resulted in 60 responses.

1) 
a. 
14

     
b. 
23

     
c. 
14

     
d. 
9

2) 
a. 
4
     
b. 
56
List of Events that take place during the S.A.P.:

*This list is inconclusive. 

1. Student Organizations

a. Organization general meetings (80+ campus organizations)

b. All Greek Council

c. Panhellenic meeting

d. Honors Society meetings

e. Relay for Life meetings

f. Opportunities to hand out fliers/recruit- UC Mall

g. The Pine Needle meetings

2. Departments

a. Competition meetings (Model UN/Arab League- Political Science; Inter-collegiate Ethics Bowl- Philosophy and Religion)

b. Residence Life events

c. ROTC (Army, Airforce)

d. Band (Recitals)

e. Speakers (Both UNCP professors and visitors)

f. Create-A-Plush (Valentine’s Day- Student Life)

g. Career Expo

h. Banner Training/DARS

i. Student Organization Affiliation

j. Various Career Center Workshops

k. Majors Meetings

3. 
Events


a. 
World Aids Day


b. 
Blood drive


c. 
Counseling and Testing surveys 


d. 
Who’s Who Brunch


e. 
CAS Awards Day


f. 
PURC


g. 
Taste of iWorld


h. 
Very Special Arts festival


i. 
Harmony Walk


j. 
HIV Screenings


k. 
Family Planning Classes


l. 
Advisor and Friends Brunch


m. 
FAIRS- Teacher Education, Benefits, etc.


n. 
Asia Day


o. 
ACE Spring Fling

4. University Sponsored Events

a. Convocation

b. Pembroke Day

c. Christmas Social

5. Committees

a. Traffic Appeals Board

6. Other


a. 
Time to meet with Advisers


b.
SAS workshop


c. 
Ticket distribution (sports, GPAC)


d. 
Tutoring Services (Departmental, Center for Academic Excellence, the 
 
    Writing Center)


e. 
Yearbook Photos

From the Students:

“Student Activity Period is VITAL to the functioning of most clubs and organizations on campus; to remove it would be to take away an opportunity for students to participate.”

-Kendall Etzkorn, President

UNCP Art Organization

“Think it is a terrible idea…really really bad…”

“I strongly disagree, we need to keep the Student Activity Period, this is when I have a break to go to club meetings, the BSU to eat and to go to the activities in the UC and Annex. Please keep the Activity Period.”

Student Government Association Resolution:

WHEREAS, the Student Activity Period (SAP) was first implemented in the Fall of 1986 to allow “unencumbered time for student activities, including club and organization meetings, special events of interest to students and faculty (including programs and speakers), and opportunities for students and faculty to interact on an out-of-class basis.”
; and, 

WHEREAS, most Freshman Seminar-required programs are held during the SAP to accommodate commuter freshmen; and, 

WHEREAS, department majors meetings have been, and are, currently held during the SAP; and, 

WHEREAS, the Academic Convocation and other University sanctioned events are also held during the SAP; and, 

WHEREAS, University sanctioned events which have been historically and currently held during the SAP will be displaced to a different schedule, which might result in low attendance, including events required for Freshman Seminar; and, 
WHEREAS, there are organizations who hold their general body meetings during the SAP (e.g. The Pine Needle, Health Careers Club, ROTC, etc.) to, again, accommodate commuter members; and, 

WHEREAS, there are faculty and staff members who advise campus organizations and are actively involved in campus activities that might need to stay on-campus for extra hours to be able to advise and supervise their organization’s general body meetings; and, 

WHEREAS, part of the initial objective of the SAP is to allow time for students and faculty time for an out-of-class interaction, whether it be academic or non-academic; and, 

WHEREAS, the faculty meetings (e.g. departmental meetings, Faculty Senate, Committees, etc.) are usually held in the afternoon; and, 

WHEREAS, without the SAP, the time for faculty to accommodate students will be minimized, given that meetings already take up a part of the faculty members’ free time; and, 

WHEREAS, at the beginning of the semester, an e-mail survey was sent out asking the student body their thoughts of removing the SAP and how their involvement would be affected; and, 

WHEREAS, the general majority indicated in the aforementioned survey that they would prefer that the SAP stay and their campus involvement would be greatly affected; and,  

WHEREAS, the University Provost, Dr. Charles Harrington, mentioned that the idea of removing the SAP is to utilize all classrooms and computer labs at all times to justify for the future, and probable, proposal for new classroom buildings; and, 

WHEREAS, the total utilized rooms and labs during a regular school week for the 2007-2008 academic year was under 50% (actual number: 45%)
 of all rooms; and, 

WHEREAS, the running average of classroom and computer lab utilization for a regular school week since the academic school year 2001-2002 until academic school year 2007-2008 is 38% of all rooms2; and, 

WHEREAS, there is an obvious drop in classroom and computer lab usage starting from 2 PM until 9 PM, compared to the 8 AM to 1 PM usage2; and, 

WHEREAS, removing the SAP would not help increase the classroom and computer lab usage given that the other usage hours are below 50%2; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the University retain the SAP for reasons such as campus organizations use the allocated time for their general body meetings or events; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the University retain the SAP for reasons such as University sanctioned, departmental, and retention-based events (e.g. Convocation, Freshman Seminar events, majors meetings); and be it further
RESOLVED, that the University retain the SAP for reasons such as students who may have virtually no time to set appointments with faculty members may do so during the SAP; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the University retain the SAP for reasons such as the majority of the student body prefer to have the SAP and indicate the loss of the SAP will greatly affect their involvement on campus activities; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the University retain the SAP for reasons such as the faculty members who advise and/or supervise organizations will not have to adjust their schedule to accommodate possible late night meetings.
� Brief Summary of History of Student Activity Period; 24 October 1994; Faculty Welfare and Development Committee report


� UNC-Pembroke Facilities and Utilization Report: Room Occupancy and Station Usage, 2007 Campus Summary; 22 May 2008





