Student Affairs & Campus Life Committee Minutes page 2

Student Affairs & Campus Life Committee Meeting Minutes

Monday, November 16, 2009– 3:30 p.m.

James B. Chavis University Center – Room 233

Present:  Jonathan Maisonpierre, Diane Jones, Holden Hansen, Jamie Litty, Shilpa Pai-Regan, Michael Poletti, Nick Faulkner (SGA Representative), Tiffany Schmidt (Co-Chief Marshal), Raisa Jones, (Co-Chief Marshal), Arjay Quizon (SGA President)

Excused:   Dr. Judy Curtis, Patricia Fields

Special Guests:  Preston Swiney

I. Call to Order

Dr. Diane Jones called the meeting to order at 3:35 p.m.

II. Approval of October 19, 2009 Minutes

Motion to approve by Jonathan Maisonpierre, seconded by Jamie Litty then approved by unanimous decision.

III. Approval of Agenda

Agenda was approved as presented.

IV. Old Business (Part A - Moved up on agenda)

b. Mr. Swiney updated the committee on the status of the new residence hall.  He began by 

giving a brief history of the project that started with a funds request in 2007.  Mr. Swiney discussed the contractor selection process that resulted in Metcom being named as the general contractors for this project.  Mr. Swiney went on to note that student focus groups were developed to assist with design options, location, amenities, etc and that a number of factors, including the possible demolition of West Hall, were taken into consideration when looking at number of beds.  Parking, both for the new residence hall and any space that may be reallocated if West Hall is taken down, is also a major topic of discussion.  Mr. Swiney hopes to put this project out for bid in February or March ’10 with construction completed by July 2011.

Following Mr. Swiney’s presentation, the committee engaged in various discussions concerning the future of West Hall, the structural needs therein if it remains on line, capacity concerns for new residence hall and various parking issues.

Dr. Jones suggested that Steve Martin, Associate Vice-Chancellor for Facility 
Management, be invited to attend a future SACL meeting and address these questions.

V.  Report from Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs

a. Dr. Jones updated the committee on personnel changes in the office of Student Affairs.  She noted the loss of one position formerly held by Dr. Tom Corti.  Other changes include Mrs. Cynthia Oxendine’s recent appointment as Director of the University Center and Student Programming and restructuring that will move the office of Multicultural and Minority Affairs back under the direct report of Dr. Jones and Dr. Lisa Schaeffer.  Future additions may include a new position in the office of Student Life.  Dr. Jones went on to say that these changes reflect our commitment to better serving our students.  With more than 1700 residential students at UNCP, Student Affairs works hard to ensure that our campus is not seen as a “suitcase” university.  In recent years, especially with the addition of football, weekend programming has continued to increase.

b. Dr. Jones then discussed the ways that we, as a campus, are communicating with our students about upcoming events and activities.  She reported that based on a number of focus group discussions, posters and other static methods of marketing are not reaching our students.  While Facebook seems to be the preferred method of information sharing, UNCP is currently looking at a more streamlined scheduling system that would serve as a clearing house for all university events.  

c. Dr. Jones then asked Ms. Tasha Oxendine to update the committee on upcoming events at GPAC.

d. The committee was then provided an update on the H1N1 virus.  Currently UNCP is rated third lowest with regard to cases.  Year to date, there have been fifty (50) suspected cases at UNCP.  NC State and UNC-CH are the schools reporting the highest numbers.

VI. Old Business (Continued)

a.  
Dr. Maisonpierre read for the committee the current policy on undergraduate 


commencement with credits remaining, as found in the student handbook.  This policy 


notes that while students must complete all requirements before participating in 



commencement exercises, an exception request form is available from the registrars 


office.  In some cases, these exceptions are granted.

After discussion from the committee on this policy, Holden Hansen moved that the University follow the guidelines as outlined in the handbook under Academic Commencement Policy and eliminate the exception form.  Dr. Pai-Regan seconded the motion and upon the call for the vote, the motion passed by unanimous decision.

c. Dr. Jones reported that the student fee and tuition increase process had been completed.  She commended Mr. Quizon for his help with this process.  UNCP will be requesting a 4.9% tuition increase, compared to an average of 6% at other UNC institutions.  Dr. Jenkins has approved this request and it will now go before the Board of Trustees and then on to the Board of Governors.  

With regard to fees, the fee committee approved an $18 increase in athletic fees for the upcoming year instead of the $20 requested by athletics, Education and Technology requested $7 and received an increase of $9 and overall student fees were approved at $41 instead of the $40 that was requested.

Some discussion followed regarding the overall $595 athletic fee.  Dr. Litty asked what students receive for this fee.  Dr. Jones reported that they receive free admission to all on campus athletic events.  Dr. Jones also went on to say that with travel, field development and maintenance, equipment, etc, athletics is quite expensive.  However, UNCP is currently the third lowest in fees within the UNC system.

VII. New Business

Who’s Who – Dr. Jones reported that while Who’s Who applications have been distributed, all have not been received.  She suggested that the approval of those applications be postponed until the January 11, 2010 meeting.  All committee members were in agreement with this change.

VIII. Announcements

a. Dr. Jones, as in years past, offered dinner and show tickets to a single upcoming event a GPAC for any interested committee member.
b. Dr. Pai-Regan announced that while her term on the committee does extend until May, she will be relinquishing her position due to maternity leave.  She stated that Faculty Senate will be appointing someone to fill her unexpired term.
Arjay Quizon also stated that for the upcoming semester, lab studies would conflict with the meeting time.  However, SGA will appoint a new representative for spring ’10.

IX. Adjournment

The committee adjourned at 4:23 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia S. Fields, Secretary

