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Student Affairs & Campus Life Committee Meeting Minutes

Monday, October 19, 2009– 3:30 p.m.
James B. Chavis University Center – Room 233
Present: Judy Curtis (Chair), Jonathan Maisonpierre, Diane Jones, Holden Hansen, Patricia Fields, Jamie Litty, Shilpa Pai-Regan, Nick Faulkner (SGA Representative), Tiffany Schmidt (Co-Chief Marshal), Raisa Jones (Co-Chief Marshal), Arjay Quizon (SGA President)
Unexcused:  Michael Poletti
I. Call to Order
Chair Judy Curtis called the meeting to order at 3:33 p.m.
II. Approval of September 21, 2009 Minutes
Motion to approve by Jamie Litty, seconded by Arjay Quizon then approved by unanimous decision.

III. Approval of Agenda
Agenda was approved as presented.
IV. Report from Chair

Dr. Curtis noted that the only item of business that she had to present was an update on data received from the Registrar’s Office regarding undergraduate students commencing with credits remaining.  Dr. Curtis asked that this matter be discussed under Old Business.
V. Report from Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs
a. Dr. Jones informed the committee that the Student Fee/Tuition process is now underway.  The Student Fee Committee has met and individual departments will begin making formal requests on September 21.  At this time, it is unclear if an increase in tuition will be allowed and/or requested.  Dr. Jones went on to say that, UNCP has the authority to request a Campus Initiated Tuition Increase.  Of this increase, 50% goes to financial aid to hold students harmless on default.
Concerning the student fee increase, currently six divisions are requesting increases and while we can ask for up to a 6.5% overall increase, it is anticipated that this request will be 2-3%.
b. Dr. Jones then reported on the H1N1 virus and the numbers at UNCP.  Year to date, UNCP Student Health Services have seen 35 cases of H1N1.  Currently reported cases are declining, however, the active flu season has not yet arrived.

c. Dr. Jones updated the committee on the current state of the budget.  UNCP saw a 10.5% cut to overall state budgets for 09-10.  This 10.5% is made up of a 5.5% permanent reduction and a 5% reversion that will most likely become permanent.  In addition to this, General Administration has requested that we submit plans for another 2% reduction.  Dr. Jones noted that Academic Affairs would be held harmless from these additional cuts, which means that other divisions will be looking at increased percentages.  
d. The 2010 Miss UNCP Scholarship Pageant has been set for February 4, 2010.  The deadline for applications has been extended and Dr. Jones asked for assistance from the committee in getting information out to students.

e. Dr. Jones then moved on to the issue of retention and graduation rates.  She reminded the committee that these issues affect all areas of the University and that increasing these rates is a responsibility held by each of us.  Dr. Jones mentioned that learning communities are a large part of retention success.  UNCP currently has two learning communities – The Honors College and Teaching Fellows.
Dr. Jones went on to report that Dr. Jenkins has established a Student Success Committee with appointed members from each division.  Dr. Monica Osburn, Counseling and Testing, and Mike Severy, Student Life, will represent Student Affairs.

Dr. Jones then asked that the committee members visit the General Administrations website for information on system wide retention rates.  She noted that Western Carolina has had success with a variety of strategies that are outlined on the website.
f. The Chancellors Search Committee has hosted a number of public forums for students, faculty, staff and the community.  The final forum will be a Tuesday, October 20th.  Dr. Jones stated that she was proud of the UNCP students for their support of these forums and went on to say that the student forum was the most heavily attended.
g. Meetings are currently ongoing with architects as the planning phase of the new residence hall gets underway.  Projections are to take West Hall off-line and open the new residence hall, which will be located behind Village Apartments, in 2011.  West Hall will remain on line until the new facility is open.  
VI. Old Business
Dr. Curtis presented the committee with data received from the Registrar’s office relative to undergraduate students who commence with credits remaining.

This data included numbers for the last three commencement ceremonies and showed evidence that the number of requests is increasing.  The committee agreed that they would rather see these requests honored based on emergencies and not simply because students are able to carry over for another semester (or more).
After much discussion and input from the committee, it was decided that we need to determine what the official UNCP policy is before we move forward.  The committee will revisit this issue during the November meeting.
VII. New Business
No new business
VIII. Announcements

a. Upcoming Events
Friends of the Library event with Bruce Roberts – October 20

India Night – October 28

GPAC

Laramie Project - October 27-31, 2009

Virsky National Ukrainian Dance Company – November 3

Valarie Plame Wilson – November 5

Avenue Q – November 14

Letters Home – November 16

b. Openings and happenings:

New restaurant at ComTECH – Mariani’s
Hotel on west end of town set to open in December
c. Reminder of textbook adoptions.  90% goal – Spring ’09 UNCP had only 75%

IX. Adjournment

The committee adjourned at 4:22 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia S. Fields, Secretary

