Student Issues Committee Report: 

Freshmen Orientation Changes meeting held June 26, 2008

I. Suggestions that S.G.A. has with freshmen Seminar:

· Class needs to cover Blackboard and Braveweb use

· Financial Aid could cover how college is paid for

· The student handbooks should be covered

· Just have substance to the course

II. Director (Mrs. Saundra Richardson-Cox) comments/solutions to the S.G.A. Suggestions:

· Mrs. Richardson agrees with the changes but also advocates for the different departments to teach freshmen about what they do:
· Financial should teach students about their payment for college

· CIS could teach about Braveweb and Blackboard

· Mrs. Richardson would love to have the course a 16 week long course

· The Course should be 3 credit hour course

· Wants to make course similar to those at other Universities in UNC system
· Overall does not want the Center of Academic Excellence to train the freshmen in every aspect of the service offered by the University. Different department should be involved with the process of Freshmen Seminar.

A. Director concerns with Freshmen Seminar:

1. Catalog Scarcity around campus:

· Catalogs are an issue. Past two years students that are not freshmen but transfer freshmen do not have access or much less know where they can get a catalog.
· Overall there are not enough catalogs printed for the student body.

· Academic Affairs pass catalogs down to the Center for Academic to pass out for the Freshmen for Seminars, but other students that might need access to catalog are out of luck

· Need to increase the availability of the catalog for the students.

2. Handbooks for freshmen:

· Handbooks are not the responsibility of Center of Academic Affairs to cover

· It is totally at the advisor/instructor's that is teaching that particular section choice to cover the handbook for the freshmen.

· Handbooks are not given out in the fall

· Center does not pass out handbooks

III. Solutions to help change Freshmen Seminar:

1) S.G.A. Senators could ask all advisors teaching freshmen seminar to go over the handbook with the student in the respective courses that the instructor will allow. 
2) S. G.A. to lobby Faculty Senate to change freshmen seminar to 3 hrs/16 week course

· Important to realize the mind set of Faculty concerning Freshmen Seminar:

i. Purpose of this class is prepare high school students adjust to collegiate life

ii. Explain to the students: what a career is, general education course, other key points to college courses
iii. Time management, study skills discussion of the importance of this in the college atmosphere 

iv. That is the only purpose of Freshmen Seminar here at UNC Pembroke's campus

· What the Faculty and Administration wants to change the Freshmen Seminar course into:

i. A topics course for the students

ii. Basically, discuss everything in the world issues

iii. Breaking the ice among the class that entered into the school

· What the course has turned into:

i. What the parents' have not done with their children: Discipline them
ii. Attitude problems lead instructors into damage control instead of teaching the course

iii. Many failure rates due to the fact that students do not come to class

iv. Just over all no cooperation from student to realize the importance of the class and lack of respect for the course. 

3) Get seminars outside of freshmen seminar to talk about the different departments/ features of the school. Basically give more prudence to keeping the Activity Period.
4) Publish brochures and get the word out about information that freshmen should know

5) Help solve the catalog and handbook problem of not reaching the students. Because the importance both those books to the student. 
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