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Senate Meeting Minutes
January 23, 2008

Rm. 251 6:00pm

A. Opening Ceremony

B. Roll Call

Present: Musheerah Ali, Barry Burch Jr., Caitlyn Byrd, Efrain Colon, Dewone Gaillard, Shelby Hughes, Shenika Mitchell, Kayla Pearson, Timothy L. Sampson, Bailey Sherwood, Hannah Simpson, Angelica Solomon, Shikia Swatson, Jamie Thomas Lyndsey Torres, Keith Townsend, Cassi Vinson

Excused: Katina Bowie, Nicole Gillenwater

C. Reading of the Minutes

· 3 minutes were allotted to read the January 16, 2008 minutes.

· The minutes were read and approved with necessary corrections. 

D. Presentations

1. Facilities Operation: Steve Martin

· Steve Martin, Facility Operations Mgmt, addressed the senate of the future and construction and advancement plans for the university. The Plans included a 3, 6, and 12year plan for the campus including DOT concerns. 
· Questions were asked from those present including a question from Student Body President Barry Burch Jr. that addressed the slippery sidewalks and damaged bricks near the D.F. Lowery Building. It was stated that the new bricks as well as the bricks currently laid near the Dial Building merely look slippery after a glossy coating, designed to add shine and natural red brick coloration, is placed over the finished bricks. However, it was stated that occasionally when it rains the bricks may become slippery and pedestrians are asked to walk carefully on them. As for the damaged bricks near the D.F. Lowery Building it was stated that a project of that size will be very costly for the university but is currently being looked into.  

· A question was asked concerning the condition of the gravel parking lot behind West and Pine Halls. It was stated in response that the parking lot is not owned by the university and that it could not be paved according to its leasing agree. However, it would be possible for Facilities Operation to look into possible adding gravel to fill in pot holes that may exist. 

· Steve Martin also addressed topics such as the projected Capital and Investment Projects scheduled to occur in the next few years which include a Nursing & Health Professions Building and replacement of West Hall. 
· President Burch questioned why there were no elevator present in the Givens Performing Arts Center, while facilities such as the Observatory is no longer operational until it is deemed handicap accessible. It was stated that putting an elevator in GPAC has always been a concern yet due to the fact that it is possible for any program or class that is held on the third floor of GPAC to be physically moved to another location allowing it to be accessed to the handicap the construction of an elevator is a project that is not of high priority for Facilities Operation at this time. It was stated that the university is solely allotted approximately 1.5 million dollars a year for repairs yet the university possess over 23 million dollars worth of repairs each year, making it inevitable that repairs and construction projects must be prioritized. 
· It was also stated that there aren’t anymore plans for constructing a new 24hr computer lab in the Chavis University Center do to DOI building codes policy.
2. Senator of the Month

· Senate President Hannah Simpson announced that Senator Cassi Vinson was named senator of the month for her noteworthy hard work on the SGA senate. 

3. Student Issues Packet: Timothy Sampson

· Student Issues Chairman Timothy Sampson asked for senate input and discussion of the student issues packet discussed in the previous week including Residence Advisor benefits and the Safe Ride Packet.

· Suggestions were made concerning the Residence Advisor benefits such as the possibility of reducing the fee for room rates, or potentially giving a meal plan incentive for Residence Advisors.

· Issues were brought up concerning RA pay rate verses the RD pay. Dr. Tom Corti stated that it potentially be best that further residence hall issues and questions be addressed to Dean Preston Swiney.

· Senate President Hannah Simpson tabled further housing and residence life questions until Dean Swiney is present in a future senate meeting.

· Also, discussed was the Safe Ride packet. It was stated that a survey will be constructed to see if this program is of interest to the general student body as well as to get the word out on campus about the program.  
4. ASO: Yetunde Akindahunsi

· African Student Organization (ASO) president Yetunde Akindahunsi presented to the senate on behalf of an issue that recently arose after submitting an application for a “Bid-Off” “Date Auction” event. 

· Akindahunsi stated that although her organization and other campus organizations held “Bid-Offs” in the years past her application this semester for the event was rejected by the Office of Student Life due to the nature of the program the week of February 12th (ASO Week). She asked the senate their opinion on the matter as well as a possible solution to the problem; whereas for ASO and other campus organizations such as Keep a Child Alive, who raised money for children with Aids in Africa, “Bid Offs” are purely fundraisers and an immense source of revenue for the organization. 
· It was stated the program may conceivably have a negative connotation and denoted as having relation to slavery and potentially a form of hazing.    

· As a general consensus from the senate “Bid-Offs” and “Date Auctions” were seen as harmless fund raisers, and non-slavery or hazing based activities. As a result, Dr. Tom Corti offered a solution that the senate propose that bid-offs be allowed as along as they do not  
· Senator Timothy Sampson moved that SGA support all UNCP student organizations in having “Bid-offs” as long as they do not affect any state hazing laws until February 12, 2008. The motion was properly seconded by Lyndsey Torres.

E. Open Floor

· Senator Dewone Gaillard questioned whether or not change machines will be put in place due to the fact that the university is no longer using the Brave Cards with the chips for money to be loaded from the card to machine.

· It was stated in response to Senator Gaillard’s question that coin machines will not be put in place however students are able to continue to use their old cards to load copier and laundry machines. 

· Robert Cooper, Director of Student Life, stated that the university no longer will be going through with the plans to renovate the lounge area of the University Center; the project has been taken offline. Also, it was stated that organizations no longer have the option to reserve the UC lounge for events or programming, they may only reserve the UC Annex. 
· 10% Society President Jamel Porter questioned where can the overall guidelines for clubs and campus organizations be found, because many organizations are currently unclear the proper protocol.  

· Robert Cooper stated that student organizations will be soon receiving club protocol information through there club manager accounts. 

· It was stated that any campus event held by a student organization must have an advisor present; unless it is a general meeting then an advisor is not necessary. 

· A representative of an UNCP student organization asked what should be done if an advisor cannot be present. It was stated in response that advisors must be able to be present or a member of the UNCP faculty or staff must be present at the time of the event in all circumstances, unless provisions are made. 
· Shenika Mitchell congratulated the student Issues committee on a job well done, as they were able to get speed bumps in place in the University Village Apartments near the One Hundred building curve. 
F. Committee Reports

1. ACE
· Shelby Hughes stated that this semester I ACE will be primarily planning, as the move towards improving the repertoire of the committee as a whole. 
· Hughes stated upcoming programs including a “Mr. Brave” Pageant and a “Spring Fling” which will serve as a replacement for a spring homecoming in previous years.

· It was stated that if any senator would like to help out on the homecoming committee they may contact Nicole Gillenwater by email at nmg001@uncp.edu.
2. Community Service
· Cassi Vinson stated that on Saturday January 26th there will be a mandatory road side clean up held at 10am. 

· Chairperson Vison stated the upcoming community service projects including, the community Cystic Fibrosis community program and the Red Cross Blood Drive on Thursday January 24th from 9-3pm a sign-up sheet was passed around for those able to help out. 
3. Constitution
· Lyndsey Torres stated the constitution committee will be focusing the changes that are necessary to be made to the current constitution as well as teaching senators how to properly construct and write a resolution. 
· It was stated that if anyone outside of the committee would like to put forth their suggestions for the committee to consider when making changes to the constitution they should feel free to contact her by email at lad006@uncp.edu.
4. Food

· It was stated that due to proper heating and cooling of certain food items they will not be served on the salad or pizza bars but they will be available when asked for. 

· Committee chair Keith Townsend announced the upcoming food committee events including Valentines Day dinner in the cafeteria where SGA and ACE members are asked to volunteer in one-hour increments. 
· Stop the Hunger Scholarship information was given out for student twenty-one and older. 

5. Finance

· No Report.
6. Interclub

· Shenika Mitchell stated that the next Interclub committee meeting will be held at 10am and representatives from all organizations are asked to be present. 

7. Public Relations

· Public Relations chair Jermaris Genwright stated that so far as public relations chair working alongside ACE he has promoted for events such as the Hypnotist and other SCE programs and will be promoting for the UNCP Pageant soon. 
· Genwright stated that if any committee needs for promotions to be done just inform him prior to the event and asked that the request be put in writing. 

· Also Genwright will be helping with the process to help build both ACE and SGA morale through public relations techniques. 

8. Student Issues
· Timothy Sampson gave a report of the Student Issues committee’s progress. It was stated that Kayla Pearson is looking into a African American and Minorities studies program. 

· Mold issues in Belk, Oak and Pine are being looked into, as well as an Ice Machine being placed in Oak Hall. 

· Lyndsey Torres spoke concerning the campus security meeting. The meeting covered topics such as sidewalk changes, crosswalks, and the placement of a cement zone on Prospect road in between campus and Place this area will be considered a “safe zone” for pedestrians when crossing. 
G. Unfinished Business
1. Senate appointments

· Senator Caitylyn Byrd was appointed elections chair by Senate President Hannah Simpson. Senator Byrd accepted the position. 

H. New Business

1. ASK(Animal Savior Klub) Final Vote

· Senator Timothy Sampson moved to vote by roll call vote for the final approval of ASK as a new campus organization. The motion was seconded by Lyndsey Torres. 

· Results: 13 yes; 0 No; 0 abstain; 1 not present

I. President’s Corner

1. Scholarships 

· President Barry Burch Jr. announced that applications for Internship in Washington DC are available in various departments. It was stated that an Internship is a great opportunity for college students. 

· It was also stated that www.fastweb.com is a good source for scholarships.  

2. Ink Cartridges 

· President Burch stated that if anyone has any empty ink cartridges they are welcome to turn them into him, so that they can be recycled earning the donator approx. 4 dollars a cartridge. 

3. ASG

· It was stated that due to booking and budget only the original names turned into the ASG secretary Terry Wall, will be allowed to travel to the North Carolina A&T University General ASG Meeting.
4. Thinking Out of The Box
· Burch stated that he will be partaking in a program that inspires groups and individuals to “think outside of the box” when developing ideas. 

· It was asked that members of the senate take that concept and “think out of the box” when working to enhance SGA.   

J. Announcements

· Timothy Sampson announced that the United Way Day of Caring is on March 29th and America’s Most Wanted host John Walsh is coming to Lumberton for the event.

· Cassi Vinson asked that SGA members remember to attend the roadside clean-up.

· It was stated that if anyone has any comments concerning the Native American Honor song being preformed at graduation contact Nicole Gillenwater at nmg001@uncp.edu. 

· ACE Chair Shelby Hughes gave thanks to all that helped out at the ACE table in the UC mall. 

· Barry Burch announced that the SGA Polos are now on order and that David Sides will be the potential Valentines Day performer.

· ASO President Yetunde Akindahusai announced that ASO will be hosting ASO week on February 18th.

· It was announced that Night Walk will be held at 8pm following the senate meeting. 

K. Roll Call

Present: Musheerah Ali, Barry Burch Jr., Efrain Colon, Dewone Gaillard, Shelby Hughes, Shenika Mitchell, Kayla Pearson, Timothy L. Sampson, Bailey Sherwood, Hannah Simpson, Angelica Solomon, Shikia Swatson, Jamie Thomas Lyndsey Torres, Keith Townsend, Cassi Vinson

Absent: Caitlyn Byrd
Excused: Katina Bowie, Nicole Gillenwater
L. Adjournment

7:35pm

