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Senate Meeting Minutes
February 25, 2009

Rm. 213 6:00pm

A. Opening Ceremony

B. Roll Call

Present: Musheerah Ali, Gerame Allison, Jonathan Jupiter, Pascale Locklear, Ardi Mukenge, Kayla Pearson, Arjay Quizon, Ashley Timmreck, Scott Munizza, Jamel Porter, Jordan Sullivan, Timothy Sampson, Bailey Sherwood, Hannah Simpson, Michael Walker, Amber Barnes.
Absent: Haroun Azizi, David Amadi, Kathryn Monroe
C. Reading of the Minutes

1. Senator Timmreck moved to approve the minutes. Senator Sampson seconded.  It passed.

D. Presentations

1. Thankful Hearts Awards: Mr. John Campbell and Mr. Robert Canida

1. John Campbell and Mr. Robert Canida were awarded plaques for helping SGA with the Thankful Hearts program.

2. Potential Senator-Jarrod Lowery

1. Jarrod Lowery presented himself to the SGA senate as a potential senator. He is currently a sophomore majoring in political science. He was President of his SGA in High School. He is also a Marine. He wants to join SGA due to his desire to serve the student population. He would join the student issues committee and environment and sustainability committee. 

E. Open Floor

1. Some students do not know where the fax machines are located. Fax machines are located in the library and minor cost is attached after the second page.

2. Yesterday there was a small fire outside the UC. The police took an extemporaneous amount of time to arrive. If it had been a bigger fire then there could have been some serious harm.

F. Committee Reports

1. Academic Affairs-Senator Quizon

1.  No report. 

2. Community Service-Senator Mukenge

1. Committee meeting after SGA meeting tonight. There is a new website; it is to keep members and non-members informed. There was a presentation of the website. 

3. Constitution-Senator Pearson

1. The constitution has come back from the lawyer. The changes will be discussed in New Business.

4. Elections-Senator Jupiter

1. There will be a committee meeting on Monday. To get more interest in running there will be more interest meetings:

1. March 9-Belk Hall 8pm-9pm.

2. March 11-room 213 in the UC 5pm-6pm.

3. March 16-Election Packet due date.

5. Environment-Senator Sullivan

1. Recycling Bins are now on campus.

2. A Facebook group has been started. Senator Sullivan requested that Senators please join.

3. The Cafeteria and Bert’s crew need to make use of the recycling bins as well as the students.

5. Finance-Treasurer Munizza

a. No report.

6. Food-Senator Timmreck

a. March 25- Black History Month dinner.

b. March 26-Poetry dinner.

7. Interclub-Senator Amadi

a. No report

8. Public Relations-Senator Monroe/Officer Allison

a. Talked to Dr. Woody and Dr. Harrison this week about television service.  

b. Two ads will be in the Pine Needle this week. They are for NC Service and SGA Elections.

9. Student Issues-Senator Locklear

a. In the process of conducting interviews of West Hall residences about what they think about the conditions of West Hall. 

b. Has received a schedule for exterminations in residence halls. Will review and discuss with Housing.

G. Unfinished Business

       1.
No unfinished business.

H. New Business  

       1.   Senator Timmreck moved to suspend rules to vote on the potential Senator.  

             Senator Barnes seconded. It passed by voice vote. 

                   2.   Senator Timmreck moved to vote Jarrod Lowery has a senator. Senator Barnes  

                         seconded. It passes by voice vote. 

 3.
 Jarrod Lowery was sworn in as a senator.

                   4.   Constitution Revisions

a. Preamble- no debate.

b. GPA raised to 2.5

1. Positive discussion

i.  It would be a good idea due to the high involvement/status of those in Student Government.

ii.  Character and commitment can be viewed through a sustainable GPA. 

iii. Only 4 universities in the UNC system have GPA standards below a 2.5, including UNCP.

iv. SGA has lost a number of Senators, and even Executive Officers, to low GPA’s.

v. GPA before SGA.

2. Negative discussion:

i. Any student within good standing of the university should be able to join.

ii. May eliminate dedicated workers.

iii. It is discriminatory to students with low GPA’s; a slip in GPA may not be due to poor academics but a situation in life. 

3. Senator Barnes moved to end debate. Senator Timmreck seconded. It moves to vote and passes by voice vote.

c. Remove petition

1. Positive discussion:

i. It is a hindrance and time consuming for those interested in running.

ii. Many candidates commit fraud by endorsing themselves with aliases.

iii. Petition signatures aren’t checked for student status of those who endorse. 

iv. Students often don’t ask what they are signing.

2. Negative discussion

i. How can SGA Senators represent students if they don’t speak to those who will potentially endorse them?

d. Elections: Endorsements from 2 Professors.

1. Positive discussion

i. Professors understand the candidate’s work ethic. 

ii. It need be merely a form they sign stating whether they believe the candidate responsible, etc., as opposed to a letter of recommendation.

2. Negative discussion

i. Senators serve students, not professors. They should not endorse candidates.

3. Senator Quizon moved to close debate. Senator Sampson seconded. It passes by voice vote. 

e. Executive Officers

1. Remove Chief of Staff from Senate Executive Officers.

2. Make Senate Secretary an ex-officio member of the Senate, and move to an executive position.

f. Senate Officers

1. 4.3 Vice Secretary

2. 4.4 Parliamentarian

3. 4.5 Vice Parliamentarian

4. 4.6 Vice President of the Senate

5. 3.3 Chief of Staff 

i. Voted on in December. Common among other SGAs. 

ii. Dr. Jones and Senator Quizon stated that Chief of Staff is an inappropriate title, as it suggests that the position will be over a staff.

iii. President Simpson suggested a change to Executive Assistant.

g. Line of Succession

1. Suggested that, in the event the Vice President leaves office and there is no Senate Vice President to fill the position, the President should be allowed to appoint a current Senate member to fill the position, with confirmation by a majority vote of the Senate.

h. Elections

1. Online voting

2. Candidates may not carry around a laptop for the purpose of soliciting student votes.

i. Section 4: Changing/Cancelling Meetings

1. Student Forums should no longer be held on Wednesday nights.

2. Senator Locklear asked if a meeting could be suspended in order to hold an Issues Forum. President Simpson responded that, if the amendment passes, that will not be possible. 

3. Senator Barnes moved to close discussion. Senator Washington seconded. It passes by voice vote. 

j. Section 3 Notice of Amendment

1. Must notify the Senate two weeks prior to vote on amendments.

k. Section 4 Review of Constitution for Amendments

1. The Constitution Committee should review every the SGA Constitution for amendment every two years. 

5. Resolution 22-Student Day at the Capital

1. One minute was allotted to read the resolution. 

2. R22 requested that faculty allow students attending Student’s Day at the     

Capital on March 17 to be excused from class in order to lobby the state   

legislature. 

3.   Lobbying issues included tax-free textbooks and tuition.

4. Senator Timmreck moved to vote by voice vote. Senator Washington seconded. It passes. 

6. Service NC

1. Service NC is an intercollegiate community service competition amongst the UNC system universities. It was created by the UNC Association for Student Governments. The university with the most community service hours in the month of March will receive a trophy and plaque.

7. Flowers

1. President Simpson asked Senators to approve a request to purchase flowers to send the funeral of student Patrick Sean Stephens. The cost is $45. 

2. The resolution that was passed earlier this year requested that Senators not send flowers to students who lost loved ones due to the high expense. This situation, however, directly affects the student body and deserves SGA attention.

3.  Senator Timmreck moved to approve the $45. Senator Sampson seconded. It passes by voice vote.

I. President’s Corner

1. ASG elections will arrive in April.

2. UNCP SGA ASG delegates must look for a nominee to receive the ASG Eve  

    Carson Student Leader Award. 

3. The next ASG meeting will be at Chapel Hill on March 27.

4. The last ASG meeting will be at NC State on April 24-26.

J. Announcements

1.  March 26-Open Mic Night in the cafeteria.

2.  March 26-Become a Fan facebook fan page of student life will be online. Please   

     sign up.

3.  Bottle caps are being collected for a seven-year-old girl with leukemia. For every    

     400 bottle caps collected she will get a free chemo treatment.

4. No chairs meeting on Friday.

K. Roll Call

Present: Musheerah Ali, Gerame Allison, Jonathan Jupiter, Pascale Locklear, Ardi Mukenge, Arjay Quizon, Ashley Timmreck, Scott Munizza, Jamel Porter, Jordan Sullivan, Timothy Sampson, Bailey Sherwood, Hannah Simpson, Michael Walker, Kathryn Monroe, Amber Barnes, Jarrod Lowery.
      Absent: Haroun Azizi, David Amadi, Kayla Pearson
L. Adjournment at 7:30pm
