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Teacher Education Committee Meeting Minutes
April 9, 2008
3:30 p.m., room 1106, Jones Athletic Building
(revised to reflect correct numbering per agenda)
“Preparing professional educators who are committed, collaborative and competent.”
TEC Members Present:  I. Aiken, S. Averette, S. Billingsley, B. Brown, A. Bryant, J. Byars, N. Cerezo, K. Dial, S. Dickson, S. Fletcher, K. Hilton, A. Horton-Lopez, G. Jones, M. Klinikowski, R. Ladd, T. Lightfoot, R. Locklear, Z. Locklear, J. Lucas, R. McBroom, K. McClanahan, J. Obeda, D. Pitner, S. Simmons, K. Stanley, D. Thompson, T. Thompson, V. Woriax, G. Wright
1. Call to order – The meeting was called to order at 3:41 p.m.
2.
Good News:  Raising Achievement and Closing Gaps Conference XII and other recent conference presentations – Dr. Locklear made comments and thanked faculty members for their recent presentations at a variety of professional conferences, thereby creating situations for the UNCP Teacher Education Program to be seen in a favorable light.
3.
Approval of the minutes:  
The March 12, 2008 TEC meeting minutes were approved as presented.
4.
Curriculum Proposals:  None
5.
Unfinished Business:

· BA in Spanish – Academic Concentration & Minor, 3-12-08 – Committee members were directed to a handout (dated April 9, 2008) in which Ms. Janetta Obeda reviewed and addressed the remaining questions regarding the number of semester hours in the BA Spanish degree.  Dr. Locklear reminded the committee members that Dr. Gomez does plan to make additional changes to this degree and licensure program.  Today’s handout presents a clearer representation of the action curriculum item that was presented at the March meeting and is being provided today as “FYI” for committee members.  To date, Dr. Locklear has not received final communication from the Licensure Division at the NC Department of Public Instruction regarding the Spanish Education proposal that was submitted earlier in the year.  She has responded to all follow-up inquiries sent by the DPI Teacher Education Program consultant and does expect final clearance at any time.
6.
Report from the Director of Accreditation:  Dr. Sara Simmons presented a proposal (see handout dated 4-0-08) regarding the plan to “revision” the UNCP Teacher Education Programs to Address 21st Century North Carolina Board of Education Standards.  She also made reference to a number of emails that have been forwarded to committee members sent by Dr. Kathy Sullivan of the NC State Board of Education soliciting faculty participation on a number of standards revision panels.  Both Dr. Simmons and Dr. Locklear encouraged faculty participation on one or more of these panels, especially those faculty involved in Middle Grades and Secondary programs.  Currently, some discussion is taking place at the state level to move to a 6-12, PK-14 model.  Dr. Simmons noted that Dr. Locklear is serving as a member of the newly established State Superintendent Task Force on Ethics.  Dr. Locklear will be requesting information from program coordinators and directors as to how ethics training/information is delivered to preservice students in their respective programs.  Ms. McBroom noted that additional questions regarding ethical/criminal violations were added to the early field experience registration form.  Dr. Cerezo made comments relative to the already established practice of fingerprinting teacher education students in Florida. Dr. Simmons and Dr. Locklear presented the idea of at least one day-long work session during the summer to begin to address the work for the revisioning process.
7.
Report from the Director of Assessment:  Dr. Alfred Bryant reminded the graduate directors to continue to forward assessment information to him on graduate students, as available.
8.
Report from the Director of IT:  Dr. Debbie Thompson reported that the newly purchased laptops have arrived and are being configured by the UCIS staff.  Faculty will be contacted for final details.  A laptop cart(s) will be placed in the School of Education along with upgraded classroom computers and LCD projectors.  Dr. Thompson also reported that she is soliciting feedback regarding the Task Stream presentation.  She currently has a number of guest licenses for faculty who would like to review the product in greater depth.  The University will upgrade to Blackboard 7 prior to the fall semester.  There is some discussion as to whether the University may change from Blackboard to some other platform, such as Open Source.  Dr. Locklear stated that if any faculty member did not request a new laptop and would now like to receive one, please contact her and she will attempt to approve this purchase prior to the end of the fiscal year.  Also, Dr. Locklear will work with Dr. Thompson to ensure that faculty members complete their contracted work for online course development.  Dr. Thompson informed committee members that funding has been received to implement the development of the Special Education Curriculum into an online 2+2 project, just as the BK Curriculum has been developed over the past 2 years.
9.
Report from the Licensure Officer:  Ms. Janetta Obeda
· Ms. Obeda presented the admissions into the Teacher Education Program (see handout dated April 9, 2008.)  The list was approved as presented. Dr. Ginny Jones had a question regarding an English Education student whose name was missing from the list.  Ms. Obeda will confer with Dr. Jones.  Dr. Locklear reminded committee members that Ms. Obeda can conditionally admit student during the summer months and bring forth these names, if any, to the first meeting of the TEC in the fall.
· Ms. Obeda reminded those faculty members who have NC licenses that will expire on June 30, to send to her the needed renewal documentation as soon as possible, if not already done so.  The packets for licensure renewal will be mailed to DPI no later than mid-June.
10.  
Reports from Standing Committees:
a.
Distance Education:
Dr. Debbie Thompson (see #8 above)
b.
Evaluation Oversight:
Dr. Sara Simmons reminded committee members that, typically, the student interns are surveyed during one of the final internship seminars so if any member has any ideas or input for this year’s survey questions, please let her know.  She will attempt to send a reminder email in this regard.  Dr. Locklear noted that the final internship seminar that was scheduled to be held in the University Annex has now been moved to room 223, School of Education, to accommodate a request from Dr. Burnette’s office.
c. Field Experience:  Ms. Rachel McBroom
· Revised Policy on Supervision of Teacher Candidate Interns – Ms. McBroom revisited the proposal handout (dated 3-12-08) that was presented at the March meeting that would reduce the number of required university supervisor visits from 6 to 5. Dr. Lightfoot noted some concern with this action but agreed that 5 visits is simply the minimum.  In reality, a university supervisor can visit an intern more than 5 times – visiting as many times as is needed to provide adequate supervision.  Dr. Locklear stated that the new policy can be monitored during the 2008-09 academic year and that the TEC can once again change the policy if too many problems are noted. The proposal was approved, effective for 2008-09 academic year.
· Revised Policy on MAT Internship – Ms. McBroom revisited the proposal handout (dated 4-9-08) to increase the MAT Internship from 10 to 11 weeks, in order to build in “cushion” for student absences.  Drs. Horton-Lopez and Hilton suggested that any program director/supervisor, under current policy and practice, can require students to make-up missed days.  Following additional discussion, it was decided that the wording in the current student internship handbook would be edited to clarify that MAT students could be required to make up absences, thereby extending the internship beyond 10 weeks, as needed.  No action was taken on the proposal.
d. Hearing Appeals:  Dr. Tommy Thompson - None
e. Long-Range Planning:  Dr. Betty Brown reported that the committee members are working with Drs. Simmons and Locklear the revisioning tasks.  Dr. Locklear would also like for this group to review the School of Education/Teacher Education Program goals and objectives for 2007-08 and 2008-09.
f. Professional Studies:  Dr. Irene Aiken reported that she is making arrangements for a Praxis II workshop for the new Special Education test and for additional Praxis I workshops to be held during June.
g. Policy Review:  Dr. Karen Stanley - None
h. Student Input:
Dr. Ann Horton-Lopez - None
i. Technology:
Ms. Mary Klinikowski – None
Note:  While the majority of committee members were still present, Dr. Locklear made comments relative to this being her final TEC meeting to chair and thanked her colleagues for their support over the past several years.

11.  
Report from the Office of USP:  Ms. Rachel McBroom reported that Ms. Nicky Bullard will soon send spring 2009 matrices for program coordinator input. Dr. Locklear stated that we may want to review any elementary internship placements made in 5th and 6th grades since we did encounter some problems this semester with student interns teaching the breath of the curriculum.  Ms. McBroom stated that we may want to give some consideration to asking school systems not to assign student interns to block teachers for these grades. Dr. Simmons noted that during the revisioning process, some consideration will have to be given to the length of the internship placement since the State will now allow flexibility in this decision and will no longer determine the length of placement 
12.  
Report from the Office of Teacher Education/Dean’s Office–Dr. Zoe Locklear
· Spring 2008 Accreditation, Accountability & Quality NCATE Conference:  April 3-6, Arlington, VA – Dr. Locklear reported that Dr. Cerezo attended this conference.

· NC Association of Colleges and Teacher Educators, Spring Forum, Friday, April 11, 9:00 a.m., NC A&T State University – Dr. Locklear stated that several faculty members have plans to attend this meeting including Drs. Simmons, Brown, Aiken and Ms. Klinikowski, among others.
· 1st Annual Southeast Region of NC Drive-In Workshop for School Counselors, Friday, April 18, 9:00 a.m. – Dr. Locklear stated that, to date, 85 regional school counselors have preregistered for this event.
· IHE Performance Report – due to DPI:  Monday, June 16, 2008 – Dr. Locklear will send a reminder email.
· 26th Annual Fall NC Teacher Education Forum, Thursday-Friday, September 18-19, Raleigh; Call for Proposals:  May 31 deadline – Drs. Brown and Dial are working on the possibility of submitting student proposals.  Dr. Locklear noted that, typically, the UNCP Teacher Education Program is well represented at this Forum, both in terms of attendance and faculty presentations.  She reminded committee members of the financial support she has provided to both faculty and student presenters and would be willing to continue this support for the September event.

· Conversations with Judge Manning – Dr. Locklear shared comments and concerns that have recently been made by Judge Manning in terms of preservice teacher mathematics preparation, especially in the preparation of elementary education teachers.
· On-Campus Interviews:  Candidates, Dean of the College of A & S – Dr. Locklear noted that the first candidate will be interviewed this later this week with 2 additional candidate interviews to follow. 
· Other – Dr. Locklear responded to a question regarding the due date for the annual reports and stated that she will email the format and due date to program coordinators and directors as soon as she can determine that necessary data will be available for reporting.  Dr. Brown thanked everyone for their participation in the SOE Awards Day Program.  Dr. Simmons thanked members of the awards committee and recognized Dr. Dickson’s birthday.
13.
New Business - None
14.  
Announcements - None
15.  
Information/Handouts - None
16.  
Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 5:03 p.m.
Respectfully submitted:  Sherry Hunt
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