Teacher Education Committee Meeting Minutes

(held in conjunction with the Department of Education)

August 31, 2005

3:30 p.m., room 222, School of Education

TEC members present:  I. Aiken, T. Altman, W. Baker, S. Billingsley, B. Brown, A. Bryant, J. Byars, P. Carroll, S. Dickson, A. Horton-Lopez, J. Huffman, V. Jones, M. Klinikowski, T. Lightfoot, R. McBroom, K. McClanahan, J. Obeda, D. Preston, L. Schultz, S. Simmons, J. Smith, K. Stanley, M. Sutton, D. Thompson, T. Thompson, B. Truman, P. Valenti

Department members present:  R. Berdeau, V. Ford, K. Granger, R. Kreger, E. Long, D. Oxendine, O. Oxendine, R. Oxendine

1. Call to order

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Zoe Locklear at 3:35 p.m.  Dr. Locklear thanked all teacher education faculty for their work over the summer and reminded the program coordinators to send empty copy cards to Peggy Thomas.  Dr. Locklear distributed the TEC appointment letter, including meeting dates and subcommittee assignments.  She also distributed a description of the subcommittees, noting that a description will be written to define the work of the newly established field experience subcommittee.  

2. Introductions

All participants were introduced and welcomed to the meeting.

3. Report from the Office of University School Programs

Ms. Pam Carroll reported:

· The following 2005-2006 handbooks were distributed:  Teacher Candidate Handbook, Student Intern Handbook, and UNCP Teacher Candidate Work Sample Manual.  Final edits are in process on the 2005-2006 policy handbook and will be distributed to TEC members prior to the end of September.

· There were approximately 700 students who completed the required field experience registration form on time.  There are still 267 students who have failed to complete the form.  Respective instructors were emailed on August 31, 2005 with a list of those students.  The new deadline to sign up for field experience is September 9, 2005 and no registration will be taken after that time.  Forms may be sent to the USP office via mail, fax, or email.  Forms may not be completed over the phone.  The form (see handout) has been revised to track previous field experience placements.  Faculty were strongly encouraged to implement consequences for those students who fail to register after the September 9 deadline.

· The revised field experience verification form (see handout) contains a section for the cooperating teacher to complete assessing the student’s performance.  In the future, this form will be scanned to generate data documenting the diversity of student placements.

· Ms. Carroll presented the list of 43 students applying for the professional internship in fall 2005.  The motion to approve was made by Dr. Simmons, seconded by Dr. Thompson.  Motion approved.

4. Report from the Licensure Office

Ms. Janetta Obeda reported:

· There are 94 applicants for admission into the Teacher Education Program for fall 2005.  Ms. Obeda presented the list to approve the applicants.  The motion to approve was made by Dr. Huffman, seconded by Dr. Brown.  Motion approved.

· The enrollment data for the 2004-2005 academic year for Teacher Education were presented and discussed.  A significant number of alternative students were served.  Also, note was made of the large number of undergraduates who have declared education as a major but of the relatively small number of students who have been admitted into the teacher education program (see handout).

· A number of pertinent questions were raised by teacher education program coordinators.  Ms. Obeda will follow up and provide responses at a later date.  

5. Report from the Accreditation Coordinator

Dr. Sara Simmons reported:

· The Speaker’s Bureau list has been emailed to all teacher education faculty.  An updated document will be provided to area public school administrators.  Please send any changes or additions to Sherry Hunt (sherry.hunt@uncp.edu).  

· Blackboard sites are set up for Teacher Education, NCATE and NCDPI Accreditation, and School of Education Adjunct Faculty.  These sites are very useful as information and communication tools.  Dr. Simmons demonstrated the sites.

· An NCATE/DPI room to collect evidences and documentations for the accreditation visit in fall 2007 has been set up in Room 206 of the Education Building.  Supplies, materials, computer, and printer will be added to this room for faculty use.

· Workgroups have been developed to prepare for the NCATE/DPI visit and planning meetings will be held during the activity period on Wednesdays throughout the year.  Specific dates and topics are to be announced.

6. Report from the Dean’s Office

Dr. Locklear reported:

· Praxis II Changes – The changes to SBE policy and HB 706 regarding Praxis II requirements were presented and resulting changes to teacher education policy were discussed.  HB 706 has been forwarded to the Governor’s Office and is awaiting final signature (see handouts).

· Community Colleges - HB 563 became law during the summer.  This law may allow community colleges to offer some teacher education courses to lateral entry teachers (see handouts).  

· The passage of HB 563 will prompt a change in our professional studies transfer policy, which currently does not accept these credits from community colleges.  Note was made for such action to the policy review subcommittee.

· HB 1310 will allow students to use their SAT scores in lieu of Praxis I scores for admission into teacher education programs.  HB 1310 has been forwarded to the Governor’s Office and is awaiting final signature (see handout).

· HB 1414 became law during the summer and may allow teacher assistants (based on the availability of funds) enrolled in teacher education programs to continue to receive their salary and benefits while student teaching in the same LEA where they are employed as a teacher assistant (see handout).

· HB 11 became law during the summer and reinstates add-on licensure for school administrators, i.e. principals (see handout).

· Clarification was provided regarding DPI Program Approval Standard 1A:  Undergraduate Candidate Qualifications.  The standard states in part, “… Formal admission to the program occurs at least one semester prior to student teaching.”  After discussions with DPI representatives, we have been informed that summer does not count as a semester.  Consideration must be given to programmatic changes to address this matriculation standard (see handout).
· Limited progression by program area and the courses requiring admission into the program were discussed per Program Approval Standard 1A:  Undergraduate Candidate Qualifications.  A chart, reflecting limited progression by program for spring 2005, was presented (see handouts).  Program coordinators were asked to review the limited progression chart to begin thinking about possible programmatic changes to limit progression in their respective programs.
· Discussion was held regarding appropriate alternative assignments for lateral entry teachers and summer school placements.  Revisions to current practice are needed.
· Program coordinators were asked to review their respective program descriptions in the 2005-2006 catalog for any corrections.  Noted changes should be forwarded to Dr. Locklear.  A working file of catalog changes for the 2006-2007 will be maintained throughout the year. 
· A large number of student appeals were filed for fall semester 2005.  It is important that both students and adjunct professors are informed of teacher education policies, especially those which address suspension and limited progression.  Currently, the student appeals policy is printed on page 26 of the 2005-2006 Teacher Candidate Handbook and will be printed in the 2006-2007 catalog.

· LEARN NC offers a 9-week online course designed to enhance online teaching skills.  The course is tentatively scheduled to begin on September 12.  All faculty, both full- and part-time, who are interested in registering for this course should contact Dr. Locklear.  Dr. Locklear will send a reminder email.
· Information was distributed on the QP2 – IHE Performance Report item going to the State Board of Education at its September meeting.  Program coordinators were reminded that exemplary ratings on the IHE report are no longer given by the SBE.  However, current practice does designate low performing institutions.  To prepare for the 2005-2006 report, a template will be emailed to each program coordinator and should be completed at the end of the fall and spring semesters in order to compile next year’s report (see handouts).

· Dr. Locklear reminded the program coordinators that the UNCP Board of Trustees reports are completed approximately twice each semester.  She encouraged faculty to submit items relative to teacher education, especially those activities showing collaboration between arts and sciences and education.

· Items such as presentations, grant awards, and other noteworthy events should be submitted to the Brave Bulletin.  Again, this will provide recognition for teacher education and can be used to compile reports.

· Future TEC meetings will feature a “share time” where members can share noteworthy information on education events, etc. for their programs.

7. Announcements

· A CARE orientation session will be held on September 7, 2005 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 222 of the Education Building.

· A Family Literacy Day will be held in conjunction with UNC-TV on November 12, 2005 from 9:00-12:30.

8. Adjournment

· The meeting was adjourned at 5:35 p.m.

Reminder:

· Next meeting Wednesday, September 28, 2005 at 3:30 p.m., location TBD.

Respectfully submitted:  Sherry Hunt, Recording Secretary
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