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The Big Green RV Arrives!
On Wednesday, Sept. 27th, over 1,200 UNCP students gathered in GPAC to learn about how taking a road trip can help them discover their own career paths.  Representatives from Roadtrip Nation talked about their personal experiences in Roadtrip Nation’s roadtrip grant program and how other students can receive roadtrip grants to do the same.  

Roadtrip grants provide students the opportunity to travel the country to interview people about their career paths.  They can interview anyone they want, whether it’s a professional basketball coach, a video game creator, or a CEO of a major corporation.  UNCP students can apply for their own roadtrip grants by visiting roadtripnation.com.
The “roadtrippers’” presentation also included a viewing of Roadtrip Nation’s “Behind the Wheel” program where three teams of three students each are selected to have their roadtrip take place in the Roadtrip Nation big green RV and be videotaped for a PBS documentary series.  UNCP students can also apply for the “Behind the Wheel” program by visiting the UNCP Career Center or by applying online at roadtripnation.com.  Applications for “Behind the Wheel” become available in January and are due in early March.  The road trip and taping occurs over the summer.

Interviewing people in a variety of career fields can help students determine their own career paths.  Experiences such as Roadtrip Nation also help students realize they don’t have to be what everyone else expects or wants them to be.

Brian McAllister, co-founder of Roadtrip Nation, puts it this way: “...Everywhere you turn, people try to tell you who to be and what to do with your life...As a generation, we need to get back to focusing on individuality.  Self-construction rather than mass production.  Define your own road in life instead of traveling down somebody else’s.  Listen to yourself.  Your road is the open road.  Find it…” 

To get your own free copy of the “Behind the Wheel” DVD, stop by the Career Center in the University Center Room 210.

Lori Bumgarner

Graduate & Professional School Day

Are you interested in going to graduate school, law school, or medical school?  Would you like to take your education one step further?  Perfect!  We have just the opportunity for you.  UNCP’s Graduate and Professional School Day is being held on Wednesday, October 18 at 10:00 a.m. in the University Center Lounge.

There will be approximately 35 colleges and universities represented.  The University of Georgia, Clemson University, Virginia Tech, and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill are just a few of the many schools coming.  For a complete list of participating institutions, check out our website at www.uncp.edu/cs (click on the link for Career Fairs and Events).

Keep in mind that this fair is not just for seniors or those preparing for graduation.  All students are invited and encouraged to attend.  Come and meet other graduate school representatives to find out what opportunities and options you have.  Do informational interviews with the recruiters to find out more about their programs, entrance requirements, and program goals. 
If you are unsure about what to expect from the fair or are unsure as to how to go about the grad school process in general, come to our workshop where we will discuss these issues. Getting into Grad School will be held two weeks before the fair in the Career Center Library, room 210 of the University Center, on Wednesday, October 4 at 3:30pm.  Join us as we walk you through the grad school application process. 

Whether you are thinking about applying, have already applied, or just want some information, we look forward to seeing you there!

Brooke Caylor

Brave Ideas

“I can’t believe you did that!” and Other Career Mishaps

When asked if he had any questions, one candidate asked “On a scale of 1-10, how important is it that I’m on time each day? I’m not a morning person.”  Let’s just say he didn’t get hired. If you’re not a morning person, learn to like coffee!

Upcoming Events

10/18 Graduate and Professional School Day, 10:00am, UC Lounge  

10/18  Workshop:  Choosing a Major/Career, 3:30pm, UC Room 210

10/24  Recruiter: West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine, 3:00pm—info session, UC Room 210

10/30  Recruiter: U.S. Census Bureau, 4:00pm-5:00pm —info session, UC Room 210 

10/31  Alumni Panel, 5:00 pm, WNCP-TV Studio (Old Main); come be part of the live studio audience!

10/31  Recruiter: U.S. Census Bureau, 9:00am-3:00pm—interviews; UC Room 213; Contact Career Services to set up an interview

This Month’s Job Search Tip 

Create your own business card to hand out to recruiters, networking contacts, or other professionals you meet.  You can design your own for FREE at sites like: www.vistaprint.com or www.freebusinesscardssite.com.  Typically you can only get a limited quantity (250) but it should definitely be enough to get you started!!

Little Known Facts

Email addresses are critical in the job search process. Make sure that you include yours on your resume and that it is professional sounding—something simple like: johnsmith@yahoo.com. If your current email is “cutesy” or includes a nickname, pet’s name, etc, you should get a new one.  Also, be sure to include an email address when giving contact information for references.  Email is our main communication tool these days! 

Alumni Panel

Tuesday, October 31st, 5:00 pm

WNCP-TV Studio (Old Main)

Come be part of the live studio audience and get your questions about the “real world” answered by UNCP alumni!

